
  Literary Letters 

  September 15, 2013 

 

Dear Advanced Language Arts Students,  

 

 Your reading journal is a place for you, me, and your friends to consider books, reading, 

authors, and writing. You'll think about your books in informal essays directed to me and friend, and 

we'll write back to you about your ideas and observations. Our letter-essays and responses will 

become part of the record of the reading, thinking, learning, and teaching we accomplish together. 

 Each literary letter should be around two pages long and written as a personal, critical 

response to one book – in other words, not a series of paragraphs about a series of books, but a long 

look at one book that intrigues you.  You should write a letter to me or a friend and save it in your 

Google docs approximately every three weeks. We'll correspond in cycles, with some letter essays 

written to me and some written to a friend. 

 Before you write, you will look back over your reading record.  Which title that you've finished 

would be most enjoyable to revisit as a fan? Which book that you abandoned – or remained hopeful 

about to the bitter end – would be most enjoyable to revisit in a slam?  Once you've decided, return 

to the book. Skim it and select at least one passage you think is significant, in terms of how you 

reacted to the book's theme, problem, character development, or plot arc, or to the author's style. 

Choose an excerpt from the text that you think shows something essential. In your literary letter, 

include the passage and write about what it shows about the book, the author, or your response to 

either. 

 What else might you do in a literary letter? Tell about your experience as a reader of the book. 

Describe what you noticed about how the author wrote. Tell what you think the themes might be. Tell 

what surprised you. Pose your wonderings – your questions about the author, the characters, the 

structure, the voice, and yourself as a reader in response to all of these. If you need help getting going 

with your thinking and writing, try the sentence openers. Be aware that a good literary letter is one 

that teaches you something you didn't realize about your book or yourself as a reader, before you 

wrote it.  

 Once you've written your letter, post it on the Google Whiteboard.  The great part about 

doing this virtually is that you can’t lose (or blame it on an alien abduction) someone else’s folder… 
You will use your Gdocs to write and save your letters and the Gboard to share your books and 

comment on others… If technology isn’t available during crunch time, there will also be four journals 

in class where we can trade ideas, too. Either way,  we want to find a way to really talk about what 

you’re reading… 

 I am excited that you are joining me in this way to grow as readers together, not always reading 

the same books, but sharing our enthusiasm for a wide range of books.  These literary letters are a 

serious, but friendly approach to thinking about literature, and I look forward to this chance to learn 

from you, learn with you, and help you learn more about the power and pleasures of books! 

 

  Sincerely,  

   

 

  Ms. Reece 


