
What is a Student-led conference? 
 

The student-led conference is your chance to share your progress this year with your advisor and 
your family. You will answer the question:  What will I do with my life? The student-led conference 
is truly student-led: that means YOU are in charge. It’s up to you to prepare well, introduce your 
family and advisor, lead the discussion, and conclude the conference. 
 
How will the student-led conference work? 
Here is a checklist of what you’ll need to do before and during your conference: 
 

� Schedule your conference time: You may have already scheduled your conference time. If 
not, do so ASAP via the scheduling form that you will find on our web-site, that your advisor 
has, and which has been e-mailed home to your parents. 
 

� Confirming the appointment time: The week prior to conferences, bring the Student Led 
Conference Confirmation form provided by your advisor to your parents so they know for sure 
when it’s been scheduled and to serve as a reminder. 
 

� Conference set-up: You will have a total of 20 minutes for your conference. Plan to speak for 
no more than 15 minutes and leave the rest of the time for questions. You will present in your 
advisor’s room. You will need access to your completed portfolio so bring your Chromebook. 
 

� Plan what you will want to say. Using the outline on the next page, plan what you want to 
say during your conference. Plan both what you’ll say and what you’ll show from your 
portfolio. 
 

� Practice, practice, practice!! You will have some time in advisory to practice, but you should 
also practice on your own. Get a friend to listen and ask you questions. Practice in the mirror.   
 

� Dress and behave appropriately. Plan to wear “dress” clothes or clothes that you would wear 
to an interview to your conference. You want to look and act your best. 
 

� Be prompt and be prepared. Make sure that you are on time for your conference and that 
your portfolio is complete and ready to be reviewed. 
 

� Be polite. Start your conference by introducing your guests to your advisor. End your 
conference by thanking them for taking the time to attend.   
 

� Be passionate. This conference is your chance to share who you are – and what you want to 
get out of school – with your advisor and your guests. Make eye contact, and don’t talk in a 
monotone! 

 
 



Guide for Student-led Conferences 
This is a suggested guide for your conference. You can expand and modify this guide into a script to 
fit your particular needs.  
 
INTRODUCTION 

• Good evening. Thank you for attending my conference. 
• Introduce your parents/guardian and your advisor to each other. 
• Explain the purpose of the conference (The purpose of student-led conferences is for me to 

share my progress this year and to reflect on my plans for my future.) 
• Today I will be talking to you about my personal and social development, my academic 

development, and my future plans using my High School and Beyond portfolio as my guide.  
   

PERSONAL & SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT 
• Personal and social development includes activities that are done outside of school. 
• My extracurricular activities this year have been __________________________ 
• Activities that I have been involved with in the community are _________________. 
• Explain how these activities may be helping you prepare for your future (leadership skills, 

involvement in activities that may be involved with a future job, helping you to grow as a 
person, etc.) 

 
CAREER DEVELOPMENT 

• My goals for the future include ______________________________ 
• Share portfolio results. Touch on your results of three surveys and share Resume. 
• Explain how you are preparing for your future. 

 
ACADEMIC DEVELOPMENT 

• The classes that I have enjoyed this year are______________________.  (Explain why you 
have enjoyed them). 

• My most challenging classes have been _________________________.  (Explain why they 
have been challenging). 

• At this time I would like to share my latest transcript with you (show transcript). 
• My academic goals for this semester are _______________ In the future my academic goals 

will be ________________________. 
 

COMMUNITY SERVICE 
• Discuss your community service hours and reflect on the experience. What insights did you 

gain about yourself and your community?  What impact or importance might this experience 
have for your future? 

 
CONCLUSION 

• Thank you again for attending my conference. 
• At this time do you have any questions? 

 


