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       On December 18, our Family, Career, 
and Community Leaders Of America (FC-
CLA) members will be volunteering at the 
annual Adopt-A-Family Christmas party. NT 
has about 10 volunteers going to participate.  
       There will be at least double the amount 
of families that are in need from Thurston 
County than last year. There will be a ton of 
stations filled with different activities for the 
children and their families.  
       This event is pretty much like their 
Christmas because they do not have a lot 
of money and/or are in need. Our FCCLA 
members will be scattered around the event 
helping with all of the activities. The two 
things that our volunteers are looking forward 
to for this event are that they get to help 
people in need and that they are helping make 
someone’s day. 

         
 
 
 
 
 
       This year, the event will be as big as 
it has ever been. Stations that our FCCLA 
members will be at are going to be fun for the 
volunteers and for the children and families 
that are in need.  
       The most important thing about this 
annual event is that each year there will be 
families in need from all over Thurston coun-
ty, and everyone should respect their privacy. 
This event will be held at the Thurston Coun-
ty fire station number 3, and will be filled  
with all of the families that are in need and 
were signed up to participate in this holiday 

event. All of our volunteers from FCCLA are 
excited to participate and to help out those in 
need that usually don’t have a Christmas.  
       Even though the volunteers could be 
spending this time with their loved ones and 
running out and about, they are putting their 
energy and time into helping with this event.  
       Hopefully all of those involved in this 
activity will have a fantastic time at the event 
and will have happy holidays. We hope that 
all of Thurston County has a joyous holiday 
and New Year.

Adopting 
Families for 
the Holidays
by Shelby McPherson
 

Photo courtesy of Ms. Harn

       Once the first of December rolls around, 
people begin to embrace their holiday spirit. 
Whether you celebrate Christmas, Hanukkah, 
Kwanzaa, or another holiday in this winter 
month, they are sure to be filled with cheer. 
       With each of these holidays, we see each 
person and their families celebrating different 
traditions. “My family and I go to my grand-
parents and hang out until midnight. Then at 
midnight we open presents,” Cerena Madison 
said about her family’s Christmas tradition. 
Anoher popular holiday is Three Kings Day, 
known for cocoa. “The hot chocolate. There’s 
a special brand of  Mexican hot chocolate that 
I love to have on cold days,” (Anonymous).  
       The feelings of warmth that these tra-
ditions inspire make the holidays and leave 

us with something to remember forever. No 
matter the holiday, there is always an air of 
joy and laughter about the setting. “My fa-
vorite part of Christmas is waking up way too 
early, pouring a glass of eggnog, then opening 
presents with my family and seeing the smiles 
on their faces. Our cats enjoy the mess in the 
living room too,” says Holly Swope. 
       But, while some stay home on the holi-
days, there are those who enjoy venturing out 
and exploring. A colorful and bright annual 
family car ride is “Driving around and look-
ing at Christmas lights and drinking hot choc-
olate,” added Donna Kipybida. Regardless of 
what holiday you celebrate, or if you do not 
celebrate one at all, this frosty winter season 
will surely be filled with joy and laughter!

Students’ Colorful Holiday Traditions
by Ericka Bonham and Holly Swope
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SANTA IS REAL SANTA IS FAKE
- “I saw Santa yesterday at Walmart and I sat on his lap. So, he has to 
be real” -Brandon Christensen (12)
- “Of course Santa is real! What kind of question is that?! Shun the 
non-believers!!” -Nicolle Smith (12)
- “Even if only in concept, Santa Claus is real! I believe Santa is an 
essential childhood holiday icon and I choose to participate in the tradi-
tion. What’s Christmas without Santa?!” -Rachel Booth (12)
- “I choose to believe because it’s a Christmas tradition. Believing in 
Santa Claus is an important part of my childhood” -Anonymous (9)
- “He must be real, right? And even if he’s not, he give kids a reason to 
be good and something to look forward to” -PJ Perez (9)
- “Where’s MY proof that he exists, huh? Where’s YOUR proof that he 
doesn’t?” -Emily Preuss (10)
- “‘There’s no question in my mind, yes he does exist. Just like love, 
you know he’s there, waiting to be missed’ (“A Year Without a Santa 
Claus”)” -Anonymous (10)
- “Let me have a childhood for a little bit longer” -Ericka Bonham (12)
- “He’s real but he isn’t the one who delivers your presents, he tells 
your parents what you want because he’s always watching and then 
your parents deliver the gifts under the tree” -Jacob Berry (9)
- “Have you seen the FedEx commercial? Santa is real, but doesn’t 
deliver the presents!” -Mason Pitts (10)
- “How else would I get presents every year?” -James Beatty (12)
- “Who else would eat the cookies?!” -Ryan Moe (9)
- “I saw him when I was younger at IHOP, and when I was going to 
leave the restaurant, I saw reindeer on the roof. I have believed he was 
real ever since. But I think he only goes to certain children, not every 
single child in the world” -Angelina Romero (9)
- “You’re never too old for Santa Claus. At least, I’m not. I love Santa 
and elves and the North Pole, it’s all part of Christmas. What’s the 
point of Christmas if you don’t believe in Santa?” -Anonymous (9)
- “Once, when I was little ,I saw him climb through my chimney and 
it was crazy. And I asked for a pony and I got a pony, and that’s why I 
believe Santa exists” -Ashley Kjelland (11)
- “He’s magical, so of course he exists!” -Shelby McPherson (10)
- “I think we should still believe in things like Santa and the Easter 
Bunny so we can stay creative in our minds and not forget what it’s 
like to dream and have dreams” -Cassidy Melby (12)
- “There is no humanly nor physical way possible for a guy in a bright 
red suit to magically go from house to house around the world in one 
night....or at least.....unnoticed, anyway” -Edwin Lightfoot (12)
- “Santa Claus is a figment of one’s imagination, which then someone 
created to make children happy, but once you grow up you have to re-
alize that he’s fake. Of course someone will disagree and say he is real, 
but really who actually buys almost everything that you want? Your 
parents” -Lydia McMath (12)
- “Either believe in Santa or BE Santa” -Anonymous (11)

- “There’s been many times I help my parents be Santa. Therefore 
I’m Santa” -Raynie Ehret (12)
- “Though the spirit of Santa Claus may exist in all of us, he does 
not. No matter how good spirited or merry we may be during the 
holiday season, we can’t escape the fact that there won’t be a man 
riding around in a sleigh on Christmas Eve. I think it’s good little 
kids believe in Santa though, it gives them something to look for-
ward to, keeping the Christmas spirit alive” -Cheyenne Gaillac (12)
- “Parents are the ones who write Santa on the presents. I found out 
because I saw my mom write the same way that “Santa” and then I 
knew there was always something suspicious about the true Santa” 
-Madison Henry (11)
- “After I was 6, I really stopped believing in Santa. And, to be 
honest, someone who knows every detail of your life sound awful 
wrong when you’re older” -Jordan Silva (11)
- “Santa does not exist in the eyes of adults and older children, how-
ever he does in the eyes of many young children, which brings them 
joy and excitement, which I think helps children realize how great it 
feels to receive something good, making them want to give to others 
so they feel the same” -Katie Clemens (10)
- “When I was six I walked into my living room to find my grand-
mother putting the Santa presents under the Christmas tree. I’ve 
never really had the pleasure in believing in Santa (I even pick and 
buy my own present!) but I do keep the spirit alive for my younger 
siblings” -Kaylynn Hernandez (12)
- “I found the Christmas present that “Santa” got me in my parents 
closet three days before Christmas, not to mention that they actually 
told that he’s not real. And let’s be honest could one guy deliver that 
many toys to that many kids in one night?” -Grace Hyatt (9)
- “Santa doesn’t exist, it´s simple as that. I´m sure we’re all old 
enough to know the cold hard truth!” -Briana Grimm (12)

Does 
Santa 
Exist?

47.9%

52.1%
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Mr. Larsen by Samantha Thrasher

This school year is a new year for all of 
us, with the new buildings, new teachers, and 
even new students. However, if you really 
want to talk about a whole new change, talk 
to Adina Nivukoski. Adina wanted to come 
to the U.S. to experience a new environment 
different from her own, “It’s super cold in 
Finland, people there don’t smile as much 
and are more closed off, but the traffic isn’t 
bad. The universities are free; it’s the 2nd 
best country to be a girl in, and it is the safest 
and stable country, and we have one of the 
best education systems in the world,” Adina 
reflected on her home country.

“We don’t have homecoming or prom at 
my school back home,” she said. She loves 
that NT has a choir program and school spirit, 
too. “Here, it is sort of relaxing, and everyone 
is accepting. People are nice . . . to people 

they don’t know. Yes, school at home is way 
different. We have no sports, or choir, and it’s 
a lot harder; they make you more indepen-
dent. Our classes change every four weeks. 
Here you have the same six classes.” Of 
course the homework we receive here makes 
her wonder why, “We have to return all home-
work? Every single piece, and it gets graded.” 

Adina has a lot of school spirit. “I will 
keep the memory of going on trips with all the 
exchanges students, and the memory of going 
to football games, since I have never been to 
one, and overall enjoying the moment,” she 
said of her time here. 

Let’s give Adina Nivukoski the biggest, 
warmest welcome, and the most enjoyable 
year she will never forget! Welcome Adina, 
glad you came!

From Paris, France, NT welcomes Leane 
Soubrier, a junior foreign exchange student. 
Leane participated in the NTHS fall play 
“Beauty and the Beast”. Her smile and attitude 
lit up the entire stage and kept the cast laughing 
throughout the production. Leane describes 
her favorite part about America, “People [in 
America] are nice and warm. Sometimes people 
are cold and don’t smile. People do here and I 
like it.” 

However, we all have things that get on our 
nerves. Leane’s pet-peeves just happen to be 
comical: “[My least favorite part about Amer-
ica] is the cheese because you can’t say it’s 
real cheese, it’s just an orange thing! That’s not 
okay…. Also, I don’t like commercials. It’s not 
possible! You have 10 minutes of movie and 10 
minutes of commercials. I watched TV with my 
house-mom and I already went to the bathroom 

and ate a snack, what else am I supposed to 
do?”

Although it is a great opportunity to visit 
a new country, there are elements in the home 
you came from that you would miss. “I miss the 
cheese.... no, just kidding. I miss my family and 
my friends a lot,” she laughed. If you’ve heard 
about France, you’ve heard about the food, and 
more specifically that the food is exceptionally 
delicious. “[My favorite part about France is] 
food! My favorite cheese is raclette. It’s basical-
ly melted cheese- real melt cheese. Also Paris 
Brest is the best pastry in France.”

Leane Soubrier is happy to be at NT, and 
NT is happy to have Leane. She brings a won-
derful light and energy to the school, something 
that is very hard to find in such a rainy place 
like Washington. “I like my country, I love 
France,” she said. Vive la France!

Adina Nivukoski 

by Lydia McMath

Leane Soubrier 
by Emma Thompson

Leane laughing. Photo by Emma Thompson.

Mr. Larsen in his classroom. 
Photo by Emma Thompson.

Adina in her Finland. Photo courtesy of Adina.

       Mr. Larsen has experience at multiple schools 
throughout the years, including our rivaling neighbors, 
“I most recently taught out in the Pioneer School Dis-
trict near Shelton, but before that I worked at Timber-
line High School as a history teacher.”  
       Mr. Larsen has prior knowledge with history, but 
has chosen to teach math, “My entry point had been 
history – I loved the study of it and the connections it 
could make with people’s’ lives and experiences.  Now 
I aim to do the same thing with math, which has many 
stories of its own!” 
       I have firsthand experience in our welcomed 
teacher’s math class, and I can definitely say that I 
have been given an entirely new set of skills that have 
helped me to overcome my knowledge barriers of 
last year. I struggled and fought for a passing grade 
throughout my freshman year, but instead of worsen-
ing my battle with skyward in Mr. Larsen’s class, I am 

prepared for the tougher jumbles of letters, numbers 
and new symbols to come.  
       Mr. Larsen has learned a lot throughout his eight 
years, “I have learned that people need a variety of 
ways in which to experience and encounter new con-
cepts in order to aid learning.  It’s a great day when 
students share their own ideas and thoughts, and make 
connections with math that I didn’t expect.” It’s espe-
cially nice to know that one of our own connects with 
us through our unique ways of interpreting different 
teaching methods.  
       Mr. Larsen has proven himself to be a valuable 
member of our NT staff, and I am honored to intro-
duce him to those that have not yet had the pleasure 
of meeting him. It was hard waving goodbye to Mr. 
Glock, but Mr. Larsen does not disappoint, I assure 
you of that. 
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          Moana, one of the many new colored  
   princesses, played by Auli’i Cravalho,  
   goes on an adventure to restore the heart  
   of Te Fiti to save her island. Joined by  
   Maui, played by Dwayne Johnson (“Tooth  
   Fairy”, “Furious 7”), Moana sails across  
   the ocean to figure out why the ocean   
   chose her to restore the heart. My personal  
   favorite part of the movie was when Moa- 
   na sees a flashback of her ancestors sailing  
   across the ocean. 
         The songs on the soundtrack were 

written by Lin-Manuel Miranda (“Hamilton”), Mark Mancina, and Opetaia 
Foa’i. There were two animals that Moana had with her pretty much throughout 
the movie, HeiHei (a rooster) and Pua (a pig). I personally liked HeiHei be-
cause Alan Tudyk (“Firefly”, “Zootopia”, “Big Hero 6”), made all of the rooster 
noises for the movie.  Maui is a self-centered demigod that just wants to get his 
fish hook back so he can try to fight the lava monster. Along the way, he starts 
to realize that everything isn’t about him, and that it is about others too. 
My favorite song from the movie was, “We Know The Way,” written and sung 
by Lin-Manuel Miranda and Opetaia Foa’I, because it was emotional and their 
voices worked so well together. 
       Throughout the movie, Moana tries to figure out her true self and even goes 
against her dad’s warning to not go past the reef. Moana was chosen by the 
ocean when she was a toddler to find Maui and to make him board her ship, to 
sail across the ocean, and to return the heart of Te Fiti. The first time she went 
past the reef, the ocean turned aggressive and flipped her boat, but later on she 
still wanted to adventure the ocean and to return the heart of Te Fiti. The movie 
was emotional, but there were some parts that especially made me cry. I’m 
pretty sure everyone in the theater was crying. If you like funny and emotional 
children’s movies, “Moana” is for you.

       Who would have thought combining hip hop and one 
of our nation’s founding fathers, Alexander Hamilton, 
would result in America’s favorite Broadway show? Lis-
tening to “Hamilton: an American Musical” will leave you 
feeling ‘Helpless’ and ‘Satisfied’.  
       The play’s lyrics, music, and book, (all written by 
Lin-Manuel Miranda, “Moana”), display the thrilling life 
of Alexander Hamilton. Miranda performed at the White 
House the song that later became the opening number to 
Hamilton, fittingly called ‘Alexander Hamilton’. The Na-
tional Review semi-monthly magazine said, “The Obamas 
and the other guests reacted with more than a touch of 
surprise.”
       Before listening to Hamilton, I understood very little 
about the legacy of Alexander Hamilton and his rival 
politician Aaron Burr. The musical makes each character 
more relatable to this century. For example, half of the 
songs that are performed are rap songs, including several 
rap battles.  
       There is next to nothing more intriguing than ac-
tors dressed in late 1700’s attire while rapping about 
how Alexander writes like he’s running out of time. My 
personal favorite rap being ‘Guns and Ships,’ sung by 
Daveed Diggs (portraying Gilbert du Motier, Marquis de 
Lafayette). I’ve been singing all the different melodies 
‘Non-stop.’  
       Hamilton is a fun, exciting, and blood-pumping his-
tory show. I know the idea of Hamilton sounds absolutely 
insane but I have come to love and respect our country 
more, along with its founding fathers. Don’t throw away 
your shot and listen to ‘Hamilton: an American Musical’!

 
 
 

 
 

 
        
       
       It’s been five years since the last Harry 
Potter movie was released and since then, 
Potterheads have had little to be excit-
ed about. Aside from the release of “The 
Cursed Child”, a sequel to the Potter series, 
J.K. Rowling has been hesitant to expand 
the wizarding world. However, “Fantastic 
Beasts and Where to Find Them”, based on 
a separate storyline, made its debut on Nov.  
18 and has been an enormous hit. 
        

 
 
       The movie, which takes place in 1920s 
New York, follows Brit wizard Newt Sca-
mander (author of the titular textbook used 
in Harry’s day). As a magizoologist, Newt 
has a passion for magical creatures that tops 
even Hagrid’s. Unfortunately, the magical 
community in the 20s is much different 
and bans the ownership of Newt’s beloved 
beasts. Newt arrives with his suitcase 
(magically expanded to hold his creatures) 
and after a mix-up with a No-Maj (Muggle), 
several beasts escape. While an ominous 
force threatens NYC, Newt and his compan-
ions attempt to recapture the escapees and 
prevent the exposure of the wizards.
       The best thing about “Fantastic Beasts” 
is that it isn’t trying to match Harry Potter. 
Nevertheless, it somehow feels equally 
spectacular. The charms of the roaring twen-
ties, the introduction of American wizardry 
into the Potterverse, and a plethora of  

 
 
wacky creatures have captivated audiences 
worldwide. The movie is best enjoyed if 
familiar with the Potter series already, as 
the storyline assumes a certain amount of 
foreknowledge, and there are oodles of ref-
erences to the original series (though many 
can only be caught by super-fans). 
       The charming character of Newt Sca-
mander, played by Eddie Redmayne (“Les 
Mis”, “The Theory of Everything”), is relat-
able to any animal lover or outcast. His No-
Maj friend Jacob Kowalski (Dan Fogler) is a 
welcome comedic relief and brings sanity to 
the chaotic and wonderful world. Also fea-
turing Katherine Waterston (“Steve Jobs”), 
Colin Farrell (“True Detective”, “Saving Mr. 
Banks”), and Ezra Miller (“Perks of Being 
a Wallflower”), “Fantastic Beasts” wows 
with lovable characters, delightful humor, 
and a jaw-dropping new take on the magical 
world- it’s a must see.

Fantastic Beasts  by Rachel Booth

Moana by Shelby McPherson Hamilton  by Emma Thompson
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       Christmas is almost here 
everyone, which means it is time 
for some holiday cheer and jolly 
good fun. We all enjoy this spe-
cial day, from the decorations to 
spending time with family to the 
enticing warmth of Christmas 
movies. Especially one called 
“Elf”’.
       Will Ferrell, who plays the 
character Buddy, is accidentally 
transported to the North Pole as 
a toddler and raised into adult-
hood by Santa’s elves. Unable to 
shake the feeling that he doesn’t 
really fit in, adult Buddy travels 
to New York City in search for 
his father. 
       “Elf” was released November 7, 2003 in the US. It was directed 
by Jon Favreau and the screen play was created by David Beren-
baum. Songs featured in this amazing movie are “Baby it’s Cold 
Outside”, “Pennies From Heaven”, and “Santa Baby”. These songs 
were quite fun to listen to in the movie.  The film received positive 
reviews from critics, and earned $220.4 million worldwide on a $33 
million budget. It also inspired the 2010 Broadway musical “Elf 
The Musical”.
        “Elf” is so inspiring to all of us for the holidays because it 
helps remind us of the reason why we all come together as one. We 
come together so we can celebrate having the people we care about 
be with us for Christmas. Just like in the movie, where Buddy goes 
to find his real family in hopes that he can share the love with his 
real parents on Christmas. We don’t need gifts to make us happy, we 
have each other to fill our hearts with joy. 

       Nearly everyone has a favorite show to re-consume during the 
holidays. Some unforgettable stories are classics, “The Little Drum-
mer Boy” and “Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer”, and many others. 
These stories are quite old, however, and many of them have not 
adapted to modern American Christmas. Where’s a warm fireplace 
with the family stockings? The snowed out school days with kids 
playing in the frozen yard? There is such a story that tells about the 
families on the holidays. Bob Clark’s A Christmas Story reminds us 
all of the old-fashioned community that dishes out tough love, even 
on winter break.
       The star of the show, Ralphie Parker, who lives with his small 
family, does everything he can to get his dream present, the Red 
Ryder Carbine Action 200-Shot Range Model air rifle. First, he asks 
his parents directly, which coins the response, “You’ll shoot your eye 
out, kid.” Ralphie won’t give in and decides to use the power of logic 
by writing an essay on why he needs the rifle. After arduous work and 
being terrorized by the school bully, he turns in his paper, only to get 
a below average grade. What’s more, his teacher writes the evil words 
of  “You’ll shoot your eye out, kid!” on the front of his essay.
       One scene that stands the test of time is the “oh fudge” scene. 
As Ralphie’s family drive home with the Christmas dinner turkey 
on Christmas Eve, one of the tires blows out, prompting Ralphie’s 
dad to teach him how to change a tire. As the two boys work on 
loosening lug nuts, the tire jack flies out of Ralphie’s fingers into the 
street. Ralphie is shown in slow motion saying “oh fudge.” Ralphie’s 
dad breaks the blasphemous news to his wife, and she goes ballistic. 
Ralphie’s mom puts soap in his mouth (the most archaic form of pun-
ishment). When Christmas morning arrives in the Parker household, 
Ralphie gets his present. Despite his obsession with the BB gun, Ral-
phie comes to a conclusion by the end of Christmas night. The central 
idea of this film is that it’s not the presents of Christmas that make us 
happy, but more plainly the presence of Chistmas itself. 

       Nestor is a klutzy donkey, much like the 
bungling elephant Dumbo, with ears that drag 
along the floor as he awkwardly tumbles around 
with his loving mother. This is a religious mo-
tion animation short film, but it has the ability to 
appease all audiences, especially those who are 
fans of “Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer.” 
This tale shows the backstory of the gracious 
young donkey that carried a woman to the 
barn where she would soon give birth to Jesus. 
This animation is most definitely a tearjerker, 
and I admire this quality in it. We witness love 
and acceptance as well as rejection and loss. 
My personal favorite scene is when Mary and 
Joseph choose Nestor to take them across the 
desert due to his “loving eyes.” After the deci-
sion is made that Nestor will carry the expecting 
virgin mother, a sandstorm hits and confuses 

the poor travelers. An angel with a familiar 
voice leads the worrying donkey, “Your ears can 
do wondrous things other ears cannot do. The 
sounds they hear will guide you on a path that’s 
straight and true, and you will save another, as 
your mother once saved you.”
       Nestor is a 24 minute long special, and it 
has been a family tradition to watch it during 
the winter season ever since I can remember. 
All six of us sit in front of our television with 
the Christmas tree in our peripheral vision, and 
candy canes bathing in our hot cocoa.
Nestor’s expedition teaches children unaware of 
the travels Mary and Joseph took to give birth 
to baby Jesus in a sweet and explanatory way. 
I completely recommend this 1977 film. It’s 
informative, entertaining and emotional. I prefer 
Nestor to any other holiday movie!

Nestor the Long-Eared Christmas Donkey by Samantha Thrasher

A Christmas Story
 by Daniel Darby

Elf by Danielle MacDonald
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        Interviewing past “The Voice” contestant Ethan Tucker, who 
recently gave a concert at our school, gave a clear insight of what life 
is like as a singer being on tours and in a national singing competi-
tion, “It was a great experience. Very different and cool, because I got 
to learn how to use my voice and I got to learn the actual business of 
show business. It was nice to learn from someone who has experi-
ence,” he said. Just by being on “The Voice” will mean that you have 
memories that you will never forget. “Behind the scenes, and getting 
to know people. Everyone is so talented, but at the end of the day we 
are all just regular people, who are all getting to know each other’s 
stories and background. I will always keep that memory with me,” he 
remembered. Starting on a new album and doing tours can be tiring, 
but the one thing you need to know: if you have a passion for singing, 
then you will go through all the tired days touring anyway. “Right 
now, I am starting on a new album, and I tour starting from Mexico 
and going to Idaho and California, but after that I’m going to take a                               

break,” Tucker said about his future plans. 
        In order have the clearest understanding, you have to know 
where it all began. “I sang growing up, because I grew up in a musi-
cal household. Around 9 or 10 years old I started singing, but I never 
really had a passion for it until I was about 15 or 16 years old. That 
was when I started singing in front of people,” Tucker said. His inspi-
ration comes from all over: “Relationships, the news, the world, not 
just from one place but from anywhere I can get inspiration. When 
there is something that is upsetting to me, that gives me the most 
inspiration. Family and relationships are the main ones.”  
        Singing can be easy or it can be hard, and that is only because 
you have to know how to keep your voice in check, “When I travel 
and go on tour, I have to be able to keep my voice healthy which is 
sometimes difficult for me. I am going from one place and singing, 
and to another place and singing, and I don’t want to lose my voice, 
so I have to keep it healthy.” Singing isn’t just something that he 
does; it’s his passion and he continues on with that.

Ballet 
Northwest: 
The  
Nutcracker
by Brenna Evans

Behind the Scenes with Ethan Tucker by Lydia McMath

Zoolights: 
Nov. 25-Jan. 1 
Point Defiance Zoo & Aquarium (Tacoma, WA) 
$8.50 per person 
(Price differs for members) 
 

Crime Stoppers Reindeer Run: 
Dec. 18 
Hands on Children’s Museum, (Olympia, WA) 
$30 per person (Includes a beanie and 
jingle bells for your shoes!) 
 

Snowflake Lane: 
Nov. 25-Dec. 24 
Lincoln Square (Bellevue, WA) 
FREE 
 

Polar Bear Plunge: 
Jan. 1 
Long Lake (Lacey, WA) 
FREE 
 

21st Annual Model Train Festival: 
Dec. 17-Jan. 1 
Washington State History Museum, 
(Tacoma, WA) 
-Adults (18+): $12 
-Seniors (60+): $8 
-Students (6-17): $8 
-Active and former military
 personnel (with ID):$8 
-Children (5 and under): FREE 
 

Winterfest: 
Nov. 25-Dec. 31 
Seattle Center (Seattle, WA)
FREE

The Evans sisters post-performance. 
Photo courtesy of Brenna Evans.

Local Holiday Events  
collected by Ericka Bonham

Zoolights 2016. Photo by Ericka Bonham.

       For over thirty years, The Nutcracker has been performed 
by Ballet Northwest as a South Sound holiday tradition with 
over 200 performers, including a company cast of 75-80. Au-
dience members will be astounded by the professional sets and 
beautiful costumes. The dancers have been working hard for 
months in order to achieve perfection. Included in the perfor-
mance are NT students Elora Neal, Ashley Sanders, my sister 
Meghan Evans, and myself.  
       Many of the performers have been dancing since they could 
walk, dedicating several hours a week to this profession. I my-
self have performed in ten of those thirty performances of The 
Nutcracker, counting this year. Of all my roles, Ribbon Candy 
has been my favorite. Over the years I have made numerous 
friends for life, including many who I danced with in my Ribbon 
Candy role as well as my Snow Corps role. I feel fortunate for 
these experiences and the second family I have gained. 
       Tickets are on sale for the performances on December 9-18 
at the Washington Center in Downtown Olympia. Come and en-
joy yourself for this two-act ballet winter classic, entertainment 
is their specialty. For tickets, visit http://www.washingtoncenter.
org/organizer/ballet-northwest/



Senior News

Page 7

       It’s no secret, nor is it an uncommon con-
cept, that seniors [as well as juniors] should 
always be on the search for free money 
[particularly in the form of scholarships] to 
financially secure their college goals. 
       Countless students nationwide have 
dreams of going to their dream university 
in order to get their ideal career after they 
complete high school. However, reality often 
strikes the moment they are faced with the 
big “C”. This, of course, is the enormous 
barrier of cost. “It’s extremely important, oth-
er than getting accepted into the college, to 
apply for a scholarship. Even if you only get 
one, that’s still free money you never have to 
pay back,” said Ms. Dube, NT’s college and 
career center counselor. “The scholarships 
you get could help decide what colleges you 

go to. Some have unique scholarships, and 
you may get more money offers from one 
college than another,” she said.  
       For a lot of students in NT alone, 
they’ve probably had the word “scholarship” 
crammed down their throats, and just can’t 
wait to hear the end of it. However, what 
most students might also forget is to never 
stop applying. For most of us, the future of 
our success heavily depends on whether or 
not we enter and succeed in college.     
       Fortunately, we have this wonderful 
place called the college and career center, 
where you can get important information on 
how to get our hands on that free money. Ev-
erything from texts to Twitter to the counselor 
herself, college-based information is always 
here to help.

       Are you a Cougars fan or a Huskies fan? 
Do you like being in the big city, or do you 
prefer a small, quiet college town? These are 
things to consider if you’re deciding whether 
to go to Washington State University or the 
University of Washington, the two biggest 
choices for 4-year unis in Washington.  
       First off, WSU offers a strong school 
spirit, calm small-town community, and 
countless seasonal activities. It includes a 
large and easy-to-navigate campus and the 
famous Saint Martin’s Stadium. WSU’s main 
areas of study are psychology/liberal arts 
majors and animal science fields, the campus 
even has the only grizzly bear habitat in the 
world! UW, on the other hand has an out-
standing football team, the Huskies, coached 
by former Boise State head coach Chris 
Peterson. The two Washington colleges are 
football rivals and compete in the Apple Cup 
annually, and the Huskies (who are running 
undefeated this year so far) usually have an 

edge over WSUs Cougars.  
       Now if you’re looking to be a research-
er-type who makes six to seven figures, UW 
is the perfect fit because they have a tre-
mendous science facility in constant use for 
school and non-school purposes. In addition, 
UW is located IN Seattle, so most all necessi-
ties and luxuries are within walking distance, 
and campus is semi-close to the Thurston 
area. To summarize the pros, UW is a big 
city college, and WSU is a small-town urban 
college.
       Although these two places sound great, 
every apple has its worms. WSU’s main 
campus, for instance, is located inconve-
niently in Pullman, so you’re looking at a 2-3 
hour drive from school to Spokane, which is 
the nearest city, and a 6-8 hour drive to any 
other big city. It goes without saying you 
won’t only need a car, but you’ll need to be 
able to know how to take care of it during the 
snowed out winters. And UW, while it has 

great programs, is much harder to get into. 
It is the top college in the state and is older 
than WSU, so acceptance is pretty selective, 
and its main academic strive is in strenuous 
medical research careers. UW is generally 
preferred among seniors trying to get into the 
most prestigious college, and WSU is a safe 
fallback (and generally more popular among 
NT students) since it has over 80% accep-
tance. 
       Both offer scholarships for many differ-
ent circumstances, but altogether it would 
be cheaper to attend WSU based on annual 
costs for both colleges. These are big factors 
in choosing what university you should go 
to. What matters most is what will work out 
for you to get the best start in life after high 
school. Maybe you won’t go to university, 
maybe you won’t go to community college, 
but it’s always best to keep your options as 
open and as vast as you possibly can. 

WSU or UW? by Daniel Darby

Free Money, The Search for 
Scholarships by Edwin Lightfoot

       By this time it is beginning to settle in 
for seniors that this is our last year. I can 
remember being a freshman, finishing up my 
first semester in high school. I had wondered 
what it would feel like as I finished my first 
semester of my senior year.  
       At the time I could not comprehend the 
jumble of emotion that we as seniors are now 
undergoing. For some it still hasn’t set in that 
at the end of 2016-2017 school year, we have 
to grow up and leave our childhood behind. 
For others, the excitement and anticipation 
of being independent is something to look 
forward to.  
       I can already imagine my classmates and 
I in our purple robes and caps, waiting in a 
huge room for the next chapter in our lives. 
Some of them I have known since kindergar-
ten, while some I met this year. Many seniors 
may be the first in their families to graduate, 
an accomplishment to be proud of.  
       Although there are not as many of my 
classmates as there were my freshman year, 
there are still more than I can comprehend. As 
long as we don’t get senioritis we’re good! 
Continue to be diligent, those diplomas will 
be worth all our hard work.

Future Plans 
by Brenna Evans
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       Who all loves winter fashion? I know we do. Warm winter clothes, while drinking hot cocoa. Winter is one of the best seasons to dress 
up all warm and cozy, from leather boots to poufy jackets. Most of all ugly Christmas sweaters. We all have many outfits we want to wear for 
winter. So here are some good winter fashion tips.

By Brenna Evans and Danielle MacDonald

UGLY 
SWEATERS 

 
We couldn’t have a fash-
ion page without an ugly 
sweater section. Purchase 

or make your own to 
have a little Christmas 
fun. Gluing pom poms 

on, sewing lights or 
tinsel to the sweater are 

great ways to look funny 
and cute. A favorite 

ugly sweater idea is two 
best friends who tape a 
picture of each other on 

their sweaters. 

  Drawn by Danielle MacDonald 

BRITISH CHIC
If you are looking for an interna-
tional look this winter, making a 
British style yourself is an easy 

way to save money while looking 
stylish. Go for black tights, a cute 
skirt, a long-sleeved shirt, and a 
trench coat. Not everybody can 

sew, but YouTube is your answer 
for that. It’s a great skill to ac-

quire for future outfits. 

To go for a more sophisticated look, accentuate yourself with a sweater 
dress of choice. As well as a sleevless long trench coat of any color. To 
get a sense of the style, go with knee high heeled boots, and accessories 
of choice. They can include handbags, bracelets, a chunky necklace, etc.

SUIT & 
SCARF
For boys who 

wish to be fash-
ionistas during the 
winter or anytime 
in the season, try 
a suit trench coat 
which is perfect 
for keeping you 

warm while look-
ing responsible 
and presentable. 

Adding an infinity 
scarf and beret of 
any color will add 
a touch of classy 

pop to finish it off.

SWEATER 
DRESSES 

& TRENCH 
COATS
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by Ericka Bonham, Shelby McPherson, and Rachel Booth 
The holidays are fast approaching and many of us have put off buying gifts until the last minute. Whether it be for monetary reasons, laziness, 
or even a mixture of the two, we have all procrastinated purchasing presents for some time now.  Luckily, the RamPage staff has come up with 
some quick and easy gift ideas that won’t break the bank!

Stuffed Socks
The Dollar Store has loads of 
fuzzy socks this time of year 
and for just a dollar you can’t 
beat it! Add some lotion or 
perfume and a candy of your 
choice for a perfect bundle of 
joy. 

Total cost: $4

Candy Sleigh 
You could use candy canes and graham crackers, or just candy from 
Walmart or any store. Any candy would work, and you would just 
need to find a hot glue gun to put everything together. Candy can be 
found at pretty much every store. 

Total cost: $5

DIY Ornaments 
Plain plastic ornaments come in packs of two at the Dollar Store. 
Carefully take the tops off and fill with glitter, photos, confetti, 
small candy, etc., then put the tops back on and voila!
        
Total cost: $1 (plus possible fillings)

Sharpie Polka 
Dot Mug

 

With just a plain white mug from 
the Dollar Store and a few Sharp-
ies, you can make a beautiful, 
personalized mug! Use Sharpies to 
polka-dot or draw other designs.
 
Total Cost: $1 (plus Sharpies if 
needed)

Movie Basket
Grab a popcorn bucket from 
the Dollar Store and load it 
up with your person’s favorite 
candy and some popcorn! This 
bucket makes for the perfect 
gift and is awesome to have 
during a movie night. Add 
some tissue paper or confetti 
for extra pizzazz!

Total Cost: $4

Hershey Kiss 
Tree

Use some construction paper and 
some Hershey Kisses to make an 
adorable and affordable gift that 
is sure to ring in the holiday spir-
it! Fold green construction into 
several triangles and fill each 
section with a piece of candy. 
Then, use some brown construc-
tion paper and fold it into a box 
to create the trunk! 
 
Total Cost: $2



Raiders vs Chiefs: 13-21 Chiefs, the difference in the game was a 
punt return for the Chiefs and the fact that the Raiders quarterback 
had his worst game of the season. 
DC vs Eagles: 27-22 DC, DC decided to show up in the second half 
scoring 20 points through 3 touchdowns and shutout the Eagles other 
than throwing an interception that led to a touchdown. 
Texans vs Colts: 22-17 Texans, Andrew Luck fell flat on his face 
again as the Colts lose both season meetings with the Texans for the 
first time in their franchise history.
Bengals vs Browns: 23-10 Bengals, is there really much to talk about?
Broncos vs Titans: 10-13 Titans, a suspect offense and a newfound 
weakness in defending the run was the downfall for the Broncos. 
Saints vs Buccaneers: 11-16 Buccaneers, Drew Brees uncharacteristi-
cally threw 3 interceptions and no touchdowns. 
Cardinals vs Dolphins: 23-26 Dolphins, a rainy, turnover-ridden, mud 
bath as the Dolphins win on a last second field goal. 
Bears vs Lions: 17-20 Lions, even through 2 turnovers the Lions have 
another 4th quarter comeback. 
Steelers vs Bills: 27-20 Steelers, Le’Veon Bell goes wild as he 

accumulates more total yards than the whole Bills team and singled 
handedly wins the game for the Steelers.
Chargers vs Panthers: 16-28 Panthers, Panthers have 1 turnover to the 
Chargers 5 as their pass rush returns.
Vikings vs Jaguars: 25-16 Vikings, 2 missed field goals, 14 penalties, 
and giving up 4 sacks contributed to the Jaguars loss. 
Jets vs 49ers: 23-17 Jets, an unwatchable game as the Jets come from 
behind and win in Overtime.
Falcons vs Rams: 42-14 Falcons, Rams head coach Jeff Fisher’s last 
game as he ties the record for most losses in a coaching career with 
165.
Seahawks vs Packers: 10-38 Packers, Seahawks haven’t won at Lam-
beau since 1999 as Russell Wilson falls apart with 5 interceptions. 
Cowboys vs Giants: 7-10 Giants, both offenses are horrendous as 
Odell Beckham is the difference with his 5 yard slant taken 61 yards 
for a touchdown. 
Ravens vs Patriots: 23-17 Patriots, 2 special team blunders by the 
Patriots keep the Ravens in the game as Tom Brady throws for 406 
yards and 3 touchdowns.  

National Sports
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College Football Playoff Semifinal at the Playstation Fiesta Bowl #3 
Ohio State vs #2 Clemson:
The Case for Ohio State/Against Clemson- Coaching experience. 
They have Urban Meyer, one of the greatest coaches ever. He knows 
how to win, as he is 3-0 in national championships and 9-2 in bowl 
games. Now the Ohio State defense is top 5 in the country as they 
have depth on the defensive line and have one of the most talented 
secondaries in the county. Also, their top 10 rushing attack in combi-
nation with their hurry up offense wears defenses down, which makes 
it easier to have big plays. Meanwhile, the Clemson defense has been 
very inconsistent with their play, so they can be exploited often. 
The Case for Clemson/Against Ohio State- Deshaun Watson. He’s 
their superstar quarterback and has carried the team all season so far. 
Even though Ohio State’s defense is talented, they are young and can 
be exploited by an experienced quarterback like Watson. It also helps 
that he has arguably the most talented group of wide receivers in the 
country. On defense they have the 2nd most sacks in the country and 
they have are top 5 in amount of interceptions. So the Ohio State 
offensive line is going to continue to have problems protecting their 
quarterback. This is how Clemson causes turnovers, by their constant 
pressure on the opposing quarterbacks. 

College Football Playoff Semifinal at the Chick-Fil-A Peach Bowl #4 
Washington vs #1 Alabama: 
The Case for Washington/Against Alabama- Unfamiliar. The biggest 
key for the Dawgs is for Alabama to underrate them. As a west coast 
team a lot of UW’s games were on late in regards to the east coast so 
they are unknown. Washington has a killer defense with a focus on 
sacks and turnovers. They are 10th in sacks, 4th in interceptions, and 
3rd in fumbles so they know how to cause havoc. While their offense 
has arguably the best deep threat in the country with John Ross who 
has the second most touchdowns with 17. This could be the undoing 
of Alabama since their only weakness on defense is their passing 
defense.
The Case for Alabama/Against Washington- Defense. Whenever Ala-
bama is talked about, defense is the first thing that comes up. They are 
2nd in yards allowed, 1st against the run, 1st in points allowed, 3rd in 
sacks and 2nd in defensive touchdowns. That’s a tall order to handle 
and it’s even harder when opponents are on the road, which Washing-
ton is. The game takes place in Atlanta so they have the crowd on their 
side. Offensively, they are 8th in rushing yards since they have great 
running backs alongside their powerful offensive line and their dual 
threat quarterback so he is as dangerous on the run as the pass. 

The Seattle Sounders won twice against the Colorado Rapids in 
November in two separate games, and are now off to compete against 
Toronto Football Club on December 10th for the MLS Cup. Both 
teams are first time arrivals to an MLS Cup, and pressure to bring 
home the first cup trophy for their teams are high

The first game looked sour for the Sounders, as Colorado scored 
with a decoy tactic shot in the 13th minute, but in the following 
34 minutes two goals would be scored by the combined efforts of 
Cristian Roldan and Jordan Morris, and a single quick corner shot by 
Nelson Valdez. After that, no one made goals, and the game ended 
2-1 in Seattle’s favor. In the second game against the Rapids, the only 
goal scored all game was by Jordan Morris in the 54th minute, and the 
game continued for 41 minutes until the refs called game over, 1-0 for 
Seattle.

This is a great turn of events for the Sounders, and things are only 
looking better for them in the MLS Cup. Jordan Morris, who is a key 
offensive player for Seattle and was nominated for best male college 

athlete in 2012, despite suffering injuries, kept his cool and played 
expertly last week in both games against Colorado. Furthermore, the 
Sounders have renowned soccer veteran Nicolàs Lodeiro playing for 
them, who scored four goals in four games prior to Thanksgiving 
week.

The 2016 MLS was tense, as no one scored a single goal all 
game. Zero. Toronto had numerous openings, as well as Seattle, to 
kick in goals but it never happened. There were of course many field 
battles and substitutions, which did not result in any goals. Seattle 
won in the 120th minute on a penalty kick, made by Roman Torres. 
A couple things to keep in mind however are the large disadvantages 
Seattle had in the game. They were playing in Toronto, away from 
home territory (and in much colder weather than in Seattle), and their 
best player Clint Dempsey was on leave due to injuries. Even though 
the enemy team had an edge over them, Seattle was able to trudge all 
the way to the lightening round of MLS and emerge victorious.

Sounders go to the MLS Cup by Daniel Darby

College Football Playoff Preview by Jonah Perez

NFL Review of the Week by Jonah Perez
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Wrestling is an entertaining and ener-
getic combat sport that consists of many 
grappling techniques. The objective is to take 
down your opponent and pin their shoulders 
down to the ground. Wrestling at NT start-
ed November 14. The wrestling teams had 
their Jamboree at Olympia High School on 
November 30.

December 1 marked the first wrestling 
match for boys JV/varsity and girls varsity 
wrestling against Gig Harbor. The NT boys 
won the first match, but unfortunately the 
girls did not get a chance to perform because 
Gig Harbor did not have any girls to go 
against.  Even though the girls did not per-
form, they stayed and showed great support 
for the JV and varsity boys. 

There are only two girls on the varsity 

wrestling team, freshmen Tylea White and 
Angelina Romero. Angelina is currently 
recovering from a broken arm. Tylea and 
Angelina first started wrestling in 8th grade. 
Tylea said, “I wanted to try a sport and I was 
horrible at basketball, so I tried wrestling. I 
was undefeated 8th grade year and want to 
see if I can be undefeated this year.” Wres-
tling is an intense sport that takes physical 
and emotional strength. “My favorite part 
about [wrestling] is slamming people, it is a 
great stress and anger relief,” Tylea said. In 
8th grade, Tylea made a girl cry because she 
beat her in every match they had against each 
other. At the end of every match, the wres-
tling teams show great sportsmanship and 
shake their opponent’s hand.  
       Come out and support the boys and girls 

varsity wrestling at the Hammerhead Tourna-
ment on December 17. It will be held at the 
Kitsap Fairgrounds at 9am to 6pm.

Wrestling by Karri White

Photo By: Karrington White

So far girls basketball teams have had three games. JV had lost 3 
games in the beginning of the season, Varsity lost 2 and won 2 , and 
C-Team lost 4, and even though these scores are something that you 
may not want to see, there is one thing that describes each and every 
team, motivation. Each and every player on every team has an individ-
ual and a team goal that they set for themselves, but when they get on 
that court, they have the mindset that they want to win, and these girls 
do their very best to try and make that happen. You can tell by the way 
each team played their first game up to now, that there are improve-
ments going on within each person, and within each team. Wednesday 
December 14, the girls faced Central Kitsap and won, leaving the score 
ar 30-24. Lets go ladies! You can tell that this year is going to be a 
learning experience for everyone, but it will still be a great year.  Come 
out and support your girl basketball game against our rival TIMBER-
LINE tonight: C-team, and JV @ 5:15 and Varsity @ 7:00. It will be a 
game you don’t want to miss.

Girls Basketball 
by Lydia McMath

JV girls on Monday against Mt. Tahoma; Photo by Edwin Lightfoot

With the arrival of the winter season, the  NTHS basketball 
team has so far played against three opposing teams including 
Auburn High School and Montesano Jr. Sr. High School. Winning 
two out of the three games so far, our team is well on their way to 
a successful season. In the month of December, alone, these proud 
athletes are expected to play in nine more games between Dec. 6 
and Dec. 30.  Three students from boys basketball [Jeremy Spen-
cer, Garrett Wallace, Clay Christian] have modestly given their 
input on the weaknesses of the team which could be improved to 
better prepare, as well as their biggest concerns of the season. “As 
a team, we scored well,” they said, “Timberline is a big rivalry 
game. We last played them during freshman year. We go through 
our usual practice to make sure we’re in shape.” These students 
continued to mention that their biggest weakness would only be 
their defense, which they say is average, not completely terrible. 
Let’s wish our boys basketball team good luck on their race to the 
top, and show them our NT pride by showing up to their games.

Boys Basketball 
by Edwin Lightfoot
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