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       Bethany, an 11 year old cancer survivor, 
committed suicide after a brutal battle with 
bullying on Oct. 19. The sixth grader endured 
hateful comments for far too long without 
guidance or support from her Ohio school 
board. Our assistant principal here at NT, Mr. 
Coleman, along with the entire PBIS team, 
influence other staff members frequently to 
respect ourselves and others, act responsibly, 
model safety and strive for excellence, all of 
which apply to Bethany’s situation.  
       Being a survivor of brain cancer was 
a blessing in of itself, but Bethany was left 
with a misshapen (but still beautiful) smile. 
Sixth graders taunted her relentlessly, and her 
best friend was one of few safe places when 
seeking comfort on school grounds. 
       From my experience at North Thurston, 
I have not witnessed bullying first hand, but 
I am aware that it is a real issue around the 
globe. I am not seeing the bullying happen 
because of our administrators actions. Mr. 
Coleman and other leaders in our school 

make the decision to contact families imme-
diately, “Families are critical, as soon as we 
contact counselors we contact families as 
soon as possible.” Nerve damage led to harsh 
treatment from fellow classmates for this 
innocent girl, but as we all know, everyone 
has something that can be pointed out and 
felt self-conscious about. It is critical for you 
to tell a support system or someone who will 
take responsibility, preferably guardians, or a 
teacher.
       Bethany’s best friend, who shall remain 
unnamed, knew of  her fellow sixth grad-
er’s struggles. Once Bethany mentioned her 
suicidal thoughts to her, she made sure her 
parents were aware. Bethany’s parents are 
loving people and tried everything in their 
power to reach their depressed child, but they 
did not make it in time and she found her 
family’s gun and killed herself on their back 
porch. The family, before any of this had 
taken place, should have securely locked up 
the weapon, and I am sure actions will take 

place to ensure something as sad as this does 
not happen again in other households across 
America. 
       When Bethany’s parents realized that the 
principal and other employees of their child’s 
school were aware of the ongoing problem, 
they were furious. Not only was action not 
taken, it seemed as if  it was avoided. Her 
parents painfully said, “Call them, call them 
every day if you have to and eventually 
they’ll be tired of hearing from you and actu-
ally do something.”  
       The last day of Bethany’s life, she and 
her friend attempted to campaign for “Bud-
dies Not Bullies”. They were turned away 
when they displayed their positive posters 
in front of their administrators. Our assistant 
principal’s focus at NT is to prevent cases like 
this from happening, “I’m involved- we [NT 
staff] spend a great deal of time working with 
students around HIB (harassment, bullying, 
and intimidation).”  
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8     

       Every year, Veterans Day has new 
servicemen to honor for their sacrifices. Not 
everyone is made to be a soldier, and not 
everyone is prepared to understand those who 
are. Some of us can name off multiple family 
members who have served, or are serving, 
in the United States military, but  some of us 
only know them as friends or colleagues.        
       Whoever they are to you, thank them 

for the sacrifices that they have made for our 
country. They have experienced some of the 
worst physical, mental, and emotional tolls 
any human being could have in a lifetime. 
They never ask for anything in return, only to 
come home to their loved ones and enjoy the 
freedoms that we take for granted every day.  
       I’m honored to be related to my great 
uncle George who served honorably in the 
military during World War II. He was present 
and survived all four major battles of the war 
including Normandy (D-Day), Battle of the 
Bulge, Battle of Anzio, and Battle of Monte 
Cassino. However, it wasn’t until he passed 
away a few years ago that his daughters dis-
covered this. He never spoke a word about his 
experiences, keeping his box full of medals 
(including the Purple Heart) hidden away. 
       I’m also honored to be related to my 
grandfather, who served two tours while in 

the navy during the Vietnam War. At the time 
of  his departure, he left at home his new wife 
and his newborn, my mom. He did not see 
her during the first few years of her life very 
much because he was off fighting a war filled 
with grotesque violence and misery. He is a 
man of  humble pride to have been able to 
serve alongside such brave men. They fought 
for freedom like many others for our country.    
       World War II and the Vietnam War, 
although well known, are not the only exam-
ples of brave men fighting for our freedom. 
Thousands of men have sacrificed themselves 
in the American Revolution, the Civil War, 
WWI, the Korean War, Desert Storm, and so 
many others.         
       Thank your loved ones and thank your 
friends who are serving in the military for 
sacrificing so much for the freedom of all 
United States citizens.

Honoring Our Veterans  by Brenna Evans

Mr. Palitto and Mr. Pittelkau. Photo by Mrs. Bork.

Consequences of Bullying   by Samantha Thrasher
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- “Lord of the Rings is too descriptive for me. I 
have tried to start it 3 times and each time I am 
bored. The book spends so much time on irrelevant 
things like walking. With Harry Potter I instantly 
found something interesting” -Jonah Perez (12)
- “I enjoyed The Hobbit book, as well as the Lord 
of the Rings films, but reading them is a chore. 
The events in the story take too long to occur, and 
too much time is spent on the details” - Malcolm 
Monteiro (9)
- “I personally feel more emotion and joy from 
reading HP” - Karen Anderson (10)
- “Harry Potter is so much more relatable and easi-
er to read. The story is something I can put myself 
in and be a part of. The Lord of the Rings is good 
but I couldn’t see myself doing any of the things 
the characters did” - Rachel Bassett (12)
- “Harry Potter is a series of movies I’d watch over 
and over but once I saw Lord of the Rings once 
I wasn’t interested in watching it again” - Anna 
Triplett (10)
- “Harry Potter has the benefit of being a longer 
series of books, and therefore encompasses a much 
wider universe in my eyes. J.K. Rowling paints 
a gorgeous picture of the wizarding world, and 
J.R.R. Tolkien just can’t match that. I respect LotR 
for pioneering fantasy novels, but Harry Potter 
has so much more to offer. Additionally, LotR is 
written in an older style, so it’s much drier and less 
fun to read. HP characters are relatable and have 
become pop culture icons- nothing has inspired 
the world the way Harry Potter has. Expelliarmus, 
hobbits!” -Rachel Booth (12)
- “It’s a great series that continues to inspire people 
even today. It has a lot of relatable themes & por-
trays kids as kids” - Adrianne Epperson (11)
- “Harry Potter is so clever and has a butt-ton of 
crazy events that keep me on the edge of my seat 
every time I read the books or watch the movies. 
The movies  always make me cry and if I cry while 
watching a movie, you know it’s dang good”  
- Emma Thompson (10)
- “I think that Harry Potter is more unanimously 
understood, and easier for a younger audience to 
follow” - Mckenzie Wolfe-Webb (12)
- “Harry Potter is better because I have watched 
the movies dozens of times and they never get old. 
Lord of the Rings is also good, I just prefer Harry 
Potter” -Brenna Eckstein (9)

- “Tom Cruise is super awe-
some, and Mission Impossible 
is better than Lord of the Rings 
and Harry Potter any day!!!” 
- Lydia McMath (12) 
- “I am a devout watcher of all 
television broadcasts, but man, I 
like me some Walking Dead.  I 
would rather cringe at the deaths 
on The Walking Dead” -Saman-
tha Thrasher (10)
- “Nothing will EVER beat 
movies about dinosaurs [Juras-
sic Park]” - Ericka Bonham (12)
- “I’d watch Chuck over the 
others” - Megan Willey (9)
- “I don’t normally read scary 
books or watch horror mov-
ies but the books in The Last 
Apprentice Series are really well 
written” - Ashton Moss (9)
- “House of Night deals with 
vampires and godess’s and all 
this cool stuff. I have never 
read Harry Potter or Lord of the 
Rings, but I just finished House 
of Night and loved that series” 
- Michelle Hinkle (10)
- “I don’t have one I like or dis-
like more.  It’s the same with me 
and the Star Trek or Star Wars” 
- Briana Grimm (12)

- “I grew up watching LotR, my parents being huge 
fans. It’s given me a basis on what kind of fantasy 
books I look forward to reading” - Brenna Evans (12)
- “Lord Of The Rings has a more interesting and 
more mature plot” -Nicholas Johnson (11)
- “Legolas is my husband” - Rebecca Schatzer (12)
- “Well this is because lord the rings keeps me on the 
edge of my seat” - Kai Salva (10)
- “Both of them have cool magic, but the Lord of 
the Rings brings to life this vibrant world of middle 
earth, with all of its unique inhabitants and creatures” 
- Jacob Kittle (11)
- “Honestly I love both of the series very much, but 
if I had to chose I’d have to pick Lord of the Rings. 
Partly because growing up that’s what I always 
watched with my family. I, in general, like these 
movies because of they’re both kinda sci-fi non real-
istic movies. I like almost any movie that has magic 
and action” - Cassidy Melby (12)
- “Lord of the Rings is written better, and the movies 
are much better as well” - Christian Stewart (10)
- “Lord of the Rings is like a hidden gem” - Matthew 
Quebedeaux (9)
- “The Lord of the Rings is the better of the two 
series due to its epic scale and the deep and thriving 
history created by Tolkien for his story. The battle 
of an ancient and all consuming evil against a small 
band of brave heroes occurs on the backdrop of an 
evolving world where the last relics and memories of 
a noble and magical age fade and men must rise up to 
take the mantle of the future or else be consumed by 
corruption and despair” - Ethan Thompson (11)
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        This energetic, passionate, and 
welcoming girl serves as noth-
ing short of a symbol of spirit. “I 
believe people are really interest-
ing and can tell me anything they 
need to say,” said McLaglen. “I’ve 
been in fastpitch since sophomore 
year, and I’ve met tons of amazing 
people who I don’t think I would’ve 
met anywhere else. I like to listen to 
stories and bring new perspectives. 
I have a very close relationship with 
my parents, which I think is rare.”
     She also has a really close rela-
tionship with her family. “My mom 
is my favorite person in the world. 
She is my best friend. My dad and I 
have always had an open and caring 
relationship,” she said. Alicia has a 

love for sports and athletics in general, but mentions her strong interest in 
fastpitch and even art. “I love the environment, the game, and Coach Pit-
telkau. I love to paint things like landscapes, ocean creatures like octopi 
or fish, and coloring is really my thing. I like to draw people, and I really 
like to be messy with my art.”  
     McLaglen has an intriguing life at home, as well. “We have a fami-
ly-owned business called On-Site  Glass. We do a lot of specialty work 
like shower doors, windows, atriums, glass walls, and other odd-end 
jobs. Soon we’re [family] going to be moving to Friday Harbor on San 
Juan Island. I have four brothers in total. Three biological brothers whose 
names are Eric, Jamen, and Recca. I also have a stepbrother who goes to 
E. Washington College, his name is Gavin.” 
     It is with great hope and expectation that this relocation will be a good 
and fun experience for McLaglen and her family. She will be missed!

Spotlights
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     On the globe, you can find the small country of Guyana on the 
south side of the Caribbean Ocean, next to Venezuela. Having its 
independence recognized by British government in 1966, it formally 
joined the British Commonwealth of Nations in 1970. But we don’t 
want to talk about the country itself, we are interested in who comes 
from it.  
     Meet Idris Yasin, incoming sophomore from Guyana. Idris, his par-
ents, and his two younger siblings immigrated to the U.S. when Idris 
was twelve years old, and the family recently welcomed their newest 
member. Compared to the schooling Idris received in Guyana, NT is 
fit for kings and queens. Idris recounted his small old school, noting 
that, “We had 14 subjects a week and 8 periods daily.” He remem-
bers his dislike for his home economics class, saying, “I did not like 
what we did, like cooking and sewing, I didn’t like it very much at 
all.” The Guyanese teachers were very rude to him, and thus had very 
ineffective teaching methods. “They did not test us chapter-to-chapter; 
we had to study from textbooks all day then take an end-of-course 

test.”  What’s worse was the absence policy they had in place for 
teachers. Idris told us, “If no teacher showed up, then we had to stay 
in class and do nothing; there were never any subs in place.”  
     As far as community goes, however, a light shone on Idris’s past. 
“The community was very close, our neighbors were our family. They 
would love and discipline us as our own parents,” he said. Additional-
ly, Guyana is not proletariat or communist- popular sovereignty rules 
the country. The free people could go to where they wanted or needed 
to be. So aside from Idris’s complaints about untended roads and dirty 
beaches, Guyana seems quite habitable for most. One of Idris’s most 
memorable experiences in Guyana was when they went to the Ama-
zon Forest. It’s very hard to camp out in this opaque region, but it’s a 
paradise of sights to witness in person. The place that stood out most 
to Idris was Kaieteur Falls, the world’s largest single drop waterfall. 
Now attending NT, Idris has dropped home ec. for good and now can 
pursue his education in physics, his favorite subject.

Idris Yasin    by Sariah Yousos and Daniel  Darby

 

Many of you might have seen our new assistant principal, Mrs. 
Katie Vandenberg, walking around during lunch or throughout the 
day. Before coming to North Thurston, Vandenberg was a dean of 
students and a counselor for over ten years. She worked at North-
shore Junior High and Shoreline High School up in Seattle; she 
also worked at Timberline High School for five years.          
       Vandenberg’s motivations to become an assistant principal 
were because she wants to support both students and teachers. 
Her favorite part about working here at NT is that everybody is 
welcoming, accepting, and that it is like a community. Vandenberg 
wants to expand on the positive experiences that students have and 
to help students find something that they can be passionate about, 
and get them more involved. “I guess my biggest fear was going 
into the unknown,” she said, because she was so used to Timber-
line’s layout, the students, and the staff. 

This creative and energetic person never saw herself becoming 
an assistant principal in high school; she’d planned to be a fashion 
designer. After some time, she knew that “she wasn’t that stylish” 
and began a new profession. Outside of work, she enjoys “anything 
involving my family and friends.” As for outside activities, she 
likes to garden, hike, paddle board, and swim. Vandenberg is proud 
of  a few long swims she has done, including a 10k (which is about 
6 miles) from San Francisco to the mainland. 

Mrs. Vandenberg is a splendid addition to NT.

Alicia McLaglen  
 

by Edwin Lightfoot

Mrs.Vandenberg 
 

 by Shelby Dutton-McPherson and Holly Swope
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       The first Macy’s Thanksgiving Day 
Parade in 1924 marked the beginning 
of the infamous Black Friday shopping 
craze. Though the term wasn’t official-
ly coined until the 60s, people across 
the nation have been joining in on this 
shopping phenomenon for decades. 
And the U.S. is not the only country 
to participate; other countries, such as 
Canada, the U.K., France, and even 
India, are joining in on this marketing 
fiasco. The once national event is now 
becoming global.
       As this “holiday” is fast approach-
ing, we must keep in mind one thing: 
safety! We have all heard some very 
interesting Black Friday horror stories. 
“My mom got punched in the face 
while trying to grab a blender for my 
aunt,” said sophomore Shelby Dut-
ton-McPherson. “She still went shop-
ping with a bruised face!” she laughed. 
Senior Karrington White also shared 
a story from when she was living in 
South Carolina, saying that her mom 
and a lady, “Were literally both trying 
to yank the Blu-ray [TV] out of each 
other’s hand and cursing each other out. 
It was pretty funny watching two old la-
dies fight over a Blu-ray!” Luckily, we 
are able to look back and laugh at these 
situations and no one was (seriously) 
hurt.
       Unfortunately, Black Friday 
seems to start earlier and earlier each 
year, infringing on our Thanksgiving 
festivities. Stores are opening earlier on 
Thanksgiving Day in order to get a head 
start on all of the shoppers. We’ve let a 
fake holiday take over a real one, which 
is both sad and disappointing.
       So, as you wander out into the early 
morning of Black Friday, keep your 
head on a swivel! Look out not only 
for the deals, but the crazy shoppers 
as well. Just remember, your safety is 
never worth as much as that deal!

The Black  
Friday  
Madness 
by Ericka Bonham

          

 
       
 
       We all know the national bird of our great 
country is the beautiful and majestic bald ea-
gle. This bird represents not only our freedom, 
but our pride for our nation. But…. would we 
be so prideful if this bird was a turkey?
       On June 20, 1782, Congress adopted our 
national seal featuring an eagle on the front 
holding a shield, an olive branch, a bundle of 
13 arrows, and a scroll in its beak. For those 
who do not know, the olive branch and arrows 
represent the power of peace and war, re-
spectively. Also, the scroll reads; “E pluribus 
Unum” which is Latin for “one from many or 

one from many parts”, representing our one na-
tion created from the thirteen original colonies.  
The seal showcases a fierce energy, and in-
spires people across the states. However, there 
is one person in particular who was against 
having the eagle as our national bird. This man 
is none other than Benjamin Franklin.
       Though he never spoke publicly about his 
views, Franklin believed that the eagle was a 
misrepresentation of our nation. He calls the 
eagle a “bird of bad moral character” because 
of its un-honest way of living. He writes about 
how eagles steal food from other birds and 
drives other animals out of its territory like a 
barbarian. He did not want a scavenger to be 
nationally recognized as a representation of us. 
So, instead of the eagle, Ben Franklin proposed 
we have the wild turkey as our nation’s bird. 
He believed it was a very true and respectable 
animal. Also, the turkey represents courage and 
fearlessness, some of the very things Ameri-
cans stand for.
       So, the next time you look at the patriotic 
symbol that is the bald eagle, imagine a turkey 
there instead. Some may think it is silly but 
other would argue that it holds better moral 
values. What is your opinion? Do you think the 
eagle is a good representation of our country, 
or do you agree with Franklin’s turkey?

The Eagle and the Turkey  by Ericka Bonham

       Why should we stand up and pledge our 
allegiance to this red white and blue flag? Free-
dom. We have it, and I am going to practice it 
with integrity and pride. We can rid ourselves 
of oppression with this short speech in unison. 
It takes a measly nine seconds of our time! 
We protect our amendments and promise the 
recognition and loyalty to our soldiers as we 
stand tall with our right hand over our hearts.    
       As an “indivisible” country, we protect 
ourselves and our fellow Americans in relaying 
this. “Under God” has become a controver-
sial phrase. Some people find it offensive and 
demeaning because they are not involved in 
religious practices, so why should they have to 
preach to Him? The statement in general stands 
for something much larger than an individual’s 
beliefs. 
       President Eisenhower changed the original 
pledge of allegiance and added the religious 
controversy into it. He did this because we 
needed to be separated from the communist 

countries in contact with us. We were given 
the freedom to practice not only religion, but 
also speech in the First Amendment, written 
long before Eisenhower met his inauguration 
day. He was protecting us and our amendments 
while other distraught countries were not being 
given the chance to express themselves legally. 
       The Supreme Court is not forcing you to 
stand alongside the countless patriotic Amer-
icans, including myself, but think about what 
you’re losing by refusing to stand for what this 
country believes in. It represents our rights and 
the people fighting to protect us and live on as 
a successful country today.  
       We are not raising awareness, we are 
raising defiance and promoting division as a 
nation when sitting, kneeling, and refusing to 
participate in the actions practiced during our 
country’s song. Disrespect is tolerated, and in 
some cases, applauded, and you have the right 
to do this, just think about what or who you’re 
doing it for.

Pledge to Our Country a column by Samantha Thrasher



Ingredients:
4 medium sized sweet potatoes 
½ stick of butter
1 cup of brown sugar
1 bag of normal sized marshmallows 
½ tablespoon of cinnamon 
½ tablespoon of nutmeg

Directions:
1. Preheat the oven to 350 degrees F. 
2. Peel and cube the 4 sweet potatoes. Mix the ½ tablespoon of cinnamon and 
the ½ tablespoon of nutmeg together in a small bowl. Cube a ½ stick of butter.  
3. Bake the potatoes in the oven until they are tender enough to stick a fork in, 
about 20 minutes. 
4. Once the potatoes are ‘fork tender’ place them in a disposable aluminum pan 
and sprinkle the cinnamon and nutmeg mix over the top. Add the cubed butter 
over the top of the seasoned potatoes in the aluminum pan. 
5. Sprinkle the cup of brown sugar on top of the potatoes and place them back 
in the oven to brown for 10 minutes. 
6. Add all of the marshmallows from the bag on top of the potatoes and place 
them back in the oven for another 10 to 15 minutes.

Ingredients:   
 

3 medium to large crisps red apples,  
   peeled and sliced
1 cup of fresh cranberries
½ cup of apple juice
1 ½ teaspoon of all-purpose flour
1 ½ teaspoon of pumpkin pie spice
2 cups of granola

Directions:
1. Preheat the oven to 350͒ F. 
2. Rinse off the apples and slice them into thin slices. Rinse off the cranberries 
also and combine them with the apples and pour into an eight- or nine-inch-
square baking dish. 
3. In a small bowl, whisk together the apple juice, flour, and pumpkin pie spice.  
4. Pour the mixture over the fruit.  Sprinkle the granola evenly over the fruit and 
lightly press down.  
5. Put into the oven and set a timer for 45 minutes. 

Serve warm and enjoy this delicious, healthy snack!

Thanksgiving Recipes

Page 5

Ingredients:
3 1/2 cups flour (unbleached, all-purpose)
5 teaspoons baking powder
3/8 sugar
1/2 teaspoon orange extract (or 2 teaspoons orange juice)
1 1/2 sticks (3/4 cup) of salted butter (cool or cold)
3(ish) teaspoons grated orange zest
1/2 cup dried cranberries (craisins) 
2 eggs (preferably, large)
½ cup half and half
Coarse sugar and/or icing (see bottom note)

Directions:
1. Preheat the oven to 425° F and line a baking sheet with 
a Silpat or parchment.
2. In a mixer, combine flour, baking powder, and sugar.
3. Add butter (watch for flour mixture spillage) and allow 
the mixer to break the butter into the flour mixture until 
the butter is in pieces as small as possible (smaller than 
pea-sized).
4. Add eggs and once thoroughly mixed, add half and 
half, orange zest, orange extract or juice, and cranberries 
until dough comes together.
5. Using your hands, mold small logs, approximately 
1”x1”x3” and (see sugar option at note below) bake about 
10 to a baking sheet for 12-14 minutes.
6. Allow scones to cool (see icing option in note below) 
and put in Tupperware (refrigeration is recommended).

These are best eaten the day baked or the following day, 
especially when warmed at a low temperature (for a short 
time so as not to double-bake) in the oven

NOTE: To improve the scones, you can sprinkle coarse 
sugar on their tops before baking (giving them sparkle 
and sweetness), and/or mix an icing with powdered 
sugar, orange extract/juice, and a tiny bit of half and 
half or milk. This icing, spread back and forth (striped, 
as opposed to covering the scones) makes them slightly 
sweeter and moister. 

Cranberry Orange Scones
Recipe and photo by Rachel Booth

Apple Cranberry Crisp
Recipe courtesy of Whole Food

Sweet Potatoes with 
Marshmallows 
 

Recipe and picture courtesy of  Dawn Fry



Reviews
What’s better than a show that gives 

you chills when you hear contestants singing 
against one another? Those contestants can 
belt those high notes and hold them for long 
periods of time. That’s what I like to call 
having a gift and using it for the right reason 
(to inspire others) rather than just for the 
fame and money. “Goosebumps… it gives me 
goosebumps!” said my sister. 

“The Voice” is a show where your 
average people, who have jobs like everyone 
else finally pursue their passion for singing, 
and getting their big break (if they make it). 
We are currently in the battle stage of the 
competition, where two contestants from the 
same team face off against each other in a 

singing battle in an attempt to move onto the 
next stage.  
       If one person doesn’t get picked, then 
the coaches (Alicia Keys, Miley Cyrus, 
Blake Shelton, and Adam Levine) can press 
their button and steal that artist (and no, that 
doesn’t mean kidnapping them, it’s a term for 
saving that contestant from going home).  
       Just being on the show and getting tips 
from the coaches gives them the insight and 
the knowledge to become their new and 
improved selves, so that they can go far and 
succeed in life, even if their time on the show 
is up.

So far, it has been the battles of  voic-
es, and it keeps getting more intense. Judge 

Alicia Keys chose two of her contestants, 
Christian Cuevas and Jason Warrior, to battle 
against each other, and let me be the one to 
tell you that when I say, “they blew it out the 
park,” they blew it out the park! They were 
just that good. You can tell that they really 
want whatever is at the end of their finish 
lines and that they put their all into their 
performances. Cyrus, Levine, and Shelton all 
had wonderful performances from their teams 
as well.  
       If you want to watch something that 
makes you yell at the TV, “You better sing!” 
and “Ooh I just got chills!” then watch “The 
Voice” every Monday and Tuesday night at 
8:00 p.m. on NBC.

This is “The Voice” Review by Lydia McMath

Who all loves Thanksgiving? I know I do. Thanksgiving is 
a day to celebrate, to come together with friends and family and 
be thankful for the moments we have. We sit together, feast on 
food, and watch the Thanksgiving Parade. 

A classic tale called “A Charlie Brown Thanksgiving” is an 
amazing short film. It is based upon the the popular comic strip 
“Peanuts”. It originally aired on the CBS network on November 
20, 1973, and it won an Emmy Award the following year. 

One of the main reasons why we are so in love with this 
story is because it helps remind us of the reason why we should 
be grateful. It helps us remember the joyful spirit in Thanks-
giving that makes this holiday so special. This story gives us a 
thoughtful meaning, helping us understand more of how to love 
one another.

Charlie Brown flops at trying to give everyone a good 
Thanksgiving by making it untraditional. The story teaches us 
that the true importance is coming together and caring for one 
another, rather than just eating food. This educational cartoon 
inspires us. Oh, Charlie Brown! What could we do without you?

There are many things that we love about Thanksgiving, 
and the most important is enjoying it as a family.

Oh, 
Charlie     
Brown! 

Review by 
Danielle MacDonald

I never thought I would say this, but all these extra football games 
during the week are boring and annoying. Monday night and Thursday 
night football has been diluted versions of the normally entertaining prod-
uct. 

We were, as fans, subjected to the atrocious matchup of Jaguars vs 
Titans, especially since our eyes didn’t get a break from lousy football with 
the horrible color rush jerseys. 

The Jaguars looked like jars of mustard and the Titans looked like 
Smurfs. Who cares about Falcons vs the Buccaneers? The game ended up 
being a turnover- ridden first half and a Falcons’ annihilation of the Bucs 
in the second half. Why schedule a matchup with a great team against a 
weak team? We obviously know who’s going to win. Browns and Ravens, 
seriously!? Does the NFL actually think the winless Browns and the aver-
age Ravens are entertaining? 

It’s a waste of three hours that could be used for actual productive 
activities. The game ended up being a Ravens’ dismantling of the Browns, 
like we all knew would happen.  Bengals and Giants, what a bore.  A 
disappointing AFC team and an inconsistent NFC team, what fun! It ended 
up being a turnover and penalty fest, with a combined 3 turnovers and 11 
penalties. Panthers and Saints, more NFC South crap. A Panthers team 
that fell off a cliff in comparison to last year against a team with one of 
the worst defenses ever, how interesting! The game ended up being only 
exciting during the Saints comeback in the 4th quarter, but at that point 
nobody’s watching. Sooner or later the NFL’s going to have to listen to the 
fans and get rid of this ineptitude.   

Terrible 
Extra 
Football 

Column by Jonah Perez
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Volleyball Goes to State! by Emma Thompson

On November 10, the North Thurston Volleyball team headed to 
the WIAA Volleyball State Tournament, our team left Thursday and 
came back home on Saturday. This year’s state tournament was held 
at the Toyota Center in Kennewick, WA where 16 other high schools 
came to compete.   
       Junior Jocelynn Porter said, “We did really well- we didn’t place, 
but played really well for not placing.” Porter continues, “In a match 
against Mt. Spokane we couldn’t block an outside right. I came and 

after a long rally they would have put in a cross court spike, but I 
blocked it and Olivia [Fairchild] came in and got ace after ace.”  
       Senior Olivia Fairchild describes her point of view of the expe-
rience, “It was fun and I went in with a positive attitude…We did the 
mannequin challenge a few times, I had a hard core chest hit and fell 
hard on my back…yeah, that was fun.”

Kortney Kerbaugh, one of the two freshman on the team, also 
recalled her favorite moment of her experience, “Elana Fairchild went 
low on defense but a girl on the other team went to spike the ball, but 
it hit Elana in the face. It ended up being a save!” Shoutout to Elana’s 
face!  
       She goes on to describe, “I was excited and serious at the same 
time, we do better under pressure.” Elana Fairchild, sophomore, 
recounts, “I was really hoping to [go to state]. At the beginning of the 
season we all wrote down state as one of our goals.”  
       Like all sport teams, volleyball takes a group effort to be suc-
cessful. There are six people from each team on the court at a time for 
goodness sakes! Olivia agrees, “We did reasonable, as usual we could 
have played better, but we played as a team and that’s all you can 
really ask for.” NT is proud of our volleyball team for their effort and 
successful season.

Fall sports are over and winter sports are beginning, and that means the start of 
another good year. Even though fall sports didn’t get off to a good start, it’s obvious 
that every team from football to cross-country, soccer to swim, worked hard this year, 
and they deserve recognition for that. 

The football team went 2-8 with a win to open and close the season. Luckily for 
seniors, they ended their high school football careers with a win. Even though this 
season was frustrating, they gave everything they had and that’s all that matters.  

Boys tennis players have found the positives to improve the future. Junior Aly 
Badr realized, “We may have lost a lot having a new team, but the technique of the 
team has improved in comparison to last year.” Aly continued, “The season was en-
joyable, the point is to have fun.” Another player, junior Thomas Sui, said, “A brand 
new team with only three veterans” was the reason for the understandable struggles 
this year. Make sure to check out the team next year, because it’s bound to be great.    

Brooke Kuebler, Maya Lawson-Rivera, Megan Litchfield, and Samantha Leo 
placed 11th in the medley relay for girls swim. Maya reached the podium in both the 
200 individual medley and the 100 breaststroke, placing 7th and 8th. Brooke placed 
13th in the 100 backstroke and also set a new school record in the event. Great job, 
your Ram family is proud! 

Girls soccer had a rough start with 3 wins, 12 losses, and 1 tie, but you could tell 
that they put their all into this year, working hard as a team. We know next year will 
be a good year for them, with the school behind them for support. 

As winter sports start, the competition heats up! Monday, November 14, boys 
and girls basketball, wrestling, and boys swim all began after school. Basketball 
tryouts for both boys and girls are off to a good start as newcomers come out to find 
a spot on the team. Wrestling and boys swim are both warming up and getting ready 
for meets. Even though these sports have just started, we know that this season will 
be an unforgettable year! Support your Rams by coming out to their meets, matches 
and games.    

Fall Sports Wrap-Up               

by Jonah Perez and Lydia McMath
No Excuse, 
Execute       

       
 by Shelby McPherson
       Our girls bowling team had their first game on 
Thursday November 10. Varsity consisted of Mak-
enzie Brathovd, Mikki Matson, Victoria Kast, and 
Teresa Spencer. JV was made up of Lily Price and 
Justice Franklin with two other girls from the Yelm 
team. The final match score was three points for 
Yelm and two for NT. It does not matter if we lost, 
we tried our best and had determination throughout 
the match. 
       “I feel very confident that this season will turn 
out great! I get along well with everyone on the 
team and everyone works extremely hard during 
practices and we all have an incredible time. I am 
looking forward to more matches and getting closer 
with my teammates!” raved sophomore Matson.  
       Even though the JV score does not count 
towards the final match score, we did amazing and 
rolled some good games.  Everyone bowled some 
of their best scores this season. It seems like some 
of our players play better under pressure during 
games.  
       Our next match is on Tuesday, November 
29. Come support your NTHS  bowling team at 
Tumwater Lanes against Black Hills. Anyone is 
welcome to come and watch. Go Rams!

The varsity volleyball team. Photo by Emma Thompson.
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Thanksgiving Word Scramble What are turkeys thankful 
for? Use the numbered letters 

in your answers to find the 
final solution:

       We as a student body need to learn to 
take advantage of our resources. Other 
schools are not as lucky. Since the date of  
the 11 year old’s death, a fund has been set 
up in the family’s name. The remaining 
income has been given to a scholarship 
promoting the abolition of bullying. Beth-
any’s church also had a raffle to raise mon-
ey going towards her mourning family. 
       Please, think about how many people  

you are abusing when picking on an unde-
serving person. Making fun of somebody’s 
flaws will never replenish the guilt and 
heartbreak you will feel when your words 
or actions threaten somebody’s life. Some-
one as young as Bethany was scarred and 
forced to doubt her importance; this above 
all else should tell you how our words 
truly do affect others.
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Consequences of Bullying (continued)


