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       This November, North Thurston drama 
students invite the community to enjoy their 
production of “Beauty and the Beast”. Drama 
students hope to pack all of the performances, 
which are at 7:00 PM in the KPAC on Nov. 
10, 12, 17, 18, and 19. 
       Students have been busy preparing for 
the musical since last spring, and the effort 
shows. Elaborate sets include the bewitched 
castle, Belle’s cottage, the tavern, and more. 
Costumes make the actors shine (sometimes 
literally); the iconic Belle dress, Cogsworth’s 
clock outfit, etc., which were designed by 
director Ms. Deneen. 
       The real marvel, however, is the mu-
sic. Accompanied by a pit orchestra of ten 
musicians, actors belt out the classic Disney 
tunes and a few new ones from the Broadway 
version. Hear junior Gemma Cross’s “Beauty 
and the Beast”, junior Tim Johnson’s “Gas-

ton”, junior Deven Weeks’s “Be Our Guest”, 
and all of your favorites. The entire cast has 
been meeting with our choir director, Ms. 
Van Zee, and the songs will be a blast back to 
your childhood.  
       This “tale as old as time” tells the roman-
tic tale of a selfish prince who is cursed to be 
a beast until he learns to love. Adventurous 
bookworm Belle ends up prisoner in the 
Beast’s castle and the two teach each other 
about kindness, bravery, and selflessness. 
Meanwhile, the conceited and brawny Gaston 
plots to force Belle to marry him after she 
rejects him in disgust. Eventually, the action 
comes to a head as the Beast and Gaston face 
off for Belle’s heart and the Beast’s time to 
reverse the spell runs out.
       The production is one of the biggest 
shows NTHS has ever tackled. The immense 
amount of costuming, set changes, and props 

means a lot of work, but actors and stage-
hands are ready to show off the finished 
product. The show is in turns funny, moving, 
and inspiring, and is the perfect family out-
ing. Kids will love the antics of Cogsworth 
and Lumiere, who provide comic relief, 
and the enchanted glowing rose (created by 
senior Veronica Emmerson) is guaranteed to 
impress. 
       In support of the drama department, 
students will also be selling cookies and art 
inspired by “Beauty and the Beast”. Roses 
will also be available for purchase to give 
to actors. Whether you come to see friends, 
meet your favorite Disney princess, or take 
your family for a night out, we hope you’ll 
fall in love with “Beauty and the Beast” all 
over again.  
 
 
 

TICKETS: $6 w/ ASB   $8 general admission

       As Thurston watches the presidential 
candidates debate, some in awe, some in 
bewilderment, most of us fail to look back 
on previous applicants. Donald J. Trump and 
Hillary Rodham-Clinton bash each other con-
stantly, and our generation has not yet had the 
chance to witness such a stressful election. 
       As we reflect on peaceful elections that 
resulted in successful presidential terms, 
we should look upon 1981, the year of my 
favorite president: Ronald Reagan, the United 
States’ 40th president. Reagan had a respect-
ful, triumphant election followed by eight 
beautiful years in office. As the president, 
serving from ‘81 to ’89, Reagan ended the 
Cold War. He stood firm against the Soviet 
Union and aided rebels fighting against them. 
       Another inspiring and uplifting president 
was John F. Kennedy. JFK was the United 

States’ first Catholic president. Of all of the 
religious people in this country, having a 
noble, admirable president share his positive 
thoughts on the subject made the believers 
content with their faith. Not only did he share 
his views, but he went up against the odds 
and stood firm with his belief, whether or not 
his position could lose him the 1960 presiden-
tial election. 
       James Madison, the fourth president of 
the United States, wrote our first amendment. 
He authored something that would shape 
America for almost as long as it has been 
officially around. He gave us our freedom of 
speech and our freedom of religion. He gave 
us the right to question authority, and I know 
we have all had a problem with someone 
directing us.
       Believe it or not, the original inhabitants, 

Native Americans, were not granted citizen-
ship until 1924 when Calvin Coolidge signed 
the “Indian Citizen Act”. He not only granted 
them, once again, legal access, he also 
reserved their right to practice their cultural 
beliefs and retain their land. As hard as it is to 
believe they had been stripped of their rights 
in the first place, he made the decision to 
reimburse them, as well as he could, because 
he was not able to correct the law once it was 
first made.
       As we attempt to find dependability in 
the upcoming election, those of us who are 
able to vote should think about these pres-
idential accomplishments and how either 
Trump, Johnson, Clinton, or Stein can shape 
our world for the better. Make your vote 
towards a better future for all. Your informed 
vote truly does count.

Proud of Past Presidents    a column by Samantha Thrasher

Be Our Guest to 
Beauty and the 
Beast, Opening 
Next Week
by Rachel Booth The ensemble cast posing during rehearsal. Photo by Rachel Booth.



Clash of the Rams

Hillary Clinton Other Donald Trump
- “I believe that Hillary Clinton can do well 
as the first female President. Yes, maybe 
some of her points aren’t strongly supported, 
but she is the best president over Donald 
Trump and I do think that she can change the 
USA for better and not for worse.”
- “I hate to vote against someone (Trump) 
rather than for someone, but my top prior-
ity is to ensure that Donald Trump is not 
president. Obviously Clinton has serious 
controversy as well, but at the very least, we 
know that she’s an educated, experienced, 
and diplomatic representative of our county. 
Trump is none of these things.”
- “We need a proper representative of this 
country and Clinton’s actions are more justi-
fiable than Trump’s. Lying is more accepted 
than lying, racism, sexism, xenophobia, and 
overall hate.”
- “Donald Trump is immature and it would 
be extremely embarrassing having to say that 
Trump is the president of my country. He 
is not a good role model for our youth that 
will have so much impact on this world. He 
is setting a bad example for all of those who 
will have control of the future. He is simply 
a bigot.”
- “I know most people believe that there are 
other choices and that if enough of us vote for 
a different candidate that we want, they will 
win. In reality that’s not how it works. Our 
party system is broken and I do believe that 
we need to give other candidates of different 
parties a fair chance, but right now in this 
election we absolutely cannot risk it. If you 
don’t want Donald Trump to win, please 
vote Democrat. Because the thing is if a third 
party candidate gets votes, then those are just 
votes that are going to Trump.”

- “Anyone but Trump or Clinton. I can’t 
believe that they’re our top choices.”
- “Jill Stein looks at the people of America 
and she seems to understand them. She wants 
to eliminate college debt and make public 
college free. One of the reasons that I would 
really like to vote for her is because she 
wants to increase minimum wage to at least 
$15 an hour. I believe that Jill Stein would be 
a great president and it would be awesome to 
have a first lady president in my life time.”
- “I have no reasoning, I just don’t want 
Trump, or Clinton.”
- “I’ve got nothing.”
- “None of them are good. I feel as though all 
of them will make everything worse because 
none of them know how to do things for the 
people around them to make things better- 
they make everything worse. I would rather 
have Obama be president again.”
- “There is no good answer.”
- “I just don’t like Trump or Hillary and Gary 
Johnson is next up.”
- “BERNIE SANDERS PLEASE!”
- “Realistically, the state of Washington will 
submit their 12 electoral college votes to the 
democratic party as it has done for the past 7 
elections. However, I am not insinuating that 
my vote does not count. I do not see either of 
the candidates representing the major politi-
cal parties in the US fit to govern our nation.”
- “I fear that a vote for an independent candi-
date will be lost, so I’m focusing my energy 
on protecting our country. Sadly, neither 
candidate has explained their goals or plans 
much, and have been more focused on attack-
ing each other.”
- “We’re doomed either way. I’m moving to 
Canada. Who’s with me?”

- “You need to weigh the candidates on their 
policies, not their personalities. I support our 
military and refuse to stand behind a woman 
who murdered four of our men without hesi-
tation in Benghazi.”
- “Many people who are not very educated 
in the political field, base their opinions on 
who they want to win the election specifically 
based on their personality and what the media 
says and not on what they plan on doing for 
our country. When I ask some people why 
they hate that certain presidential candidate, 
most of them really aren’t educated in politics 
and they don’t even have a reason why. 
Personally I believe Donald Trump is the best 
choice, even though a lot of people dislike 
him because of his personality and attitude 
and no one pays attention to his policy.”
- “He has some really great things to say and 
he can probably help bring this world back 
together and make it great once again. Also 
he is very open and doesn’t really hide any-
thing like emails for example and doesn’t lie 
and listens to what the people have to say.”
- “I would rather have a billionaire be presi-
dent than a criminal.”
- “I liked that he understood that any one 
person can only get so much done and ap-
preciate the fact that he focused on trying to 
fix the state of the economy for the American 
citizens before touting America’s dominance 
in the world.”
- “Hillary is a criminal and I would rather 
have someone who isn’t a lying, stealing, 
sick, crook as our president.”
- “I think he could lead the country better 
than Hillary. I am going into the Air Force so 
I would feel more comfortable with someone 
who values the lives of veterans/military.”
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North Thurston voted anonymously in a survey to gauge students’ 
political viewpoints. Here’s what they had to say.



Features
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       Art comes in many different forms: draw-
ing, painting, pastels, etc., but to some peo-
ple, it is not art, it is life. You don’t have to be 
the best artist in the school, but if you have a 
passion and a drive for it, then the best place 
for you to be is the Art Cub. “I think I bring 
passion, inclusiveness and open mindedness 
to the table when it comes to Art Club. I want 
our club to be a little family that can support 
one another as artists and humans.  
       “My plans are around making art! 
Painting murals, raising awareness through 
art throughout the school, and getting in-
volved in the community with art. As co-vice 
presidents, Selena and I will help Veronica 
[Emmerson] plan events and meetings, help 
lead if needed, and work together to bring art 
club together and watch it blossom. We want 
to leave a good legacy when we graduate,” 
said Kayla Sadlier.  
       Secretary Tessa Doane added “I think 
I bring organization and enthusiasm- those 

might not exactly sound like the most excit-
ing skills, but I think Art Club has room for 
all different kinds of people. I hope those 
skills will translate well into the creative 
pursuits we do in the club. I want to improve 
communication between members so that 
there’s more participation and that everyone 
gets the information.  
       “Also, I want to help plan more activities 
where people are able to creatively express 
themselves and have fun! As I mentioned, 
communication is really key. Last year, it 
kind of wavered and that had a negative 
impact. I hope if anything, I can add a little 
more structure so that we can continue to 
make art on a consistent basis.”  
       Join the club that makes you feel like 
you belong, that gives you the opportunity to 
learn, that is fun and will have you curious 
when you walk in, and all smiles when you 
come out. Join the Art Club!

       

 
       Every morning, students trudge their 
way across the school parking lot to start an 
exhausting 6 hours of schoolwork. However, 
a handful of these students start their school 
day an hour early. At six o’clock in the morn-
ing, Mormons start a program they call sem-
inary. For every day we have school, these 
devoted students study religious scriptures for 
an hour. Just like there are four years of high 
school, there are four years of seminary.  
       In the earlier days of the LDS (Latter 
Day Saints) church, leaders decided that 
the youth needed extra religious curriculum 
along with their regular core classes. The 
church began organizing seminaries in 1912 
with the purpose of helping youth understand  

 
the teachings and atonement of Jesus Christ. 
Around the world in 170 different countries, 
there are over 400,000 current students.
       Each year, the seminary members study a 
different book. By the time they are graduat-
ed seniors, students will have studied all of 
the Bible (New and Old testament), the Book 
of Mormon, the Pearl of Great Price, and the 
Doctrine and Covenants.  
       The Old and New Testaments are 
collections of writings about prophets that 
lived before Jesus Christ came to earth and 
his life and teachings. The Book of Mormon 
is another testament of Jesus Christ and his 
prophets who lived in the Americas. Finally, 
the Doctrine and Covenants consist of what 
Mormons believe to be revelation from God 
to a latter-day prophet Joseph Smith about 
how the Mormon church should be run. 
       These classes start teenagers off with 
a pleasant mindset in the morning. Macey 
Adams, a recently graduated high school and 
seminary student, recounted, “My favorite 
part about seminary was how much I learned! 
Over the four years, I learned so much about 
the church that I didn’t know before. It 
prepared me for the day in a way that nothing 
else could, giving me a more positive attitude 
once I got to school, rather than the attitude I 
have right as I roll out of bed....”

 
       The seminary teachers aren’t paid, but 
are believed to be called through the leaders 
of the church by God. In the last two years, 
I have had the pleasure of attending Broth-
er Scott Turner’s seminary class. Each day 
we begin the class by singing a hymn. One 
person will share a scriptural or meaningful 
thought and offer a prayer.  
       We then begin our prepared lesson in 
which everyone participates in asking and 
answering gospel questions that come up 
during discussions. The class closes as our 
teacher shares his personal testimony on the 
principles and stories we have discussed in 
the lesson. One of the students is then asked 
to share what he or she learned that day and 
to offer a prayer. 
       In the commotion, stress and unhinged 
events of everyday life, seminary offers a 
calming and pleasant atmosphere. “I re-
member my junior year of high school when 
everything was so crazy, seminary was a time 
for me to just relax,” Macey continued, “ I al-
ways needed that time to prepare for the day.”  
       Personally, whenever I feel lonely or 
gloomy, I can always count on my seminary 
class to be full of faithful friends and a happy, 
uplifting atmosphere. I have grown to accept 
myself and love others so much more through 
the stories I have come to love in this group.

Madison Bair studying scripture. Photo by E. Thompson.

Seminary Starts the Morning Off Right  by Emma Thompson

DJ Blackwell, artist of the month. Photo by Lydia McMath.

Art Club a Hub of Talent  by Lydia McMath
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Sports

       When Outdoor Adventure Club was 
first introduced to NTHS, most students 
and staff had no idea what it was or what 
an impact it would have on our school. 
       In a recent interview with Mr. Coker, 
the advisor of the OAC, he said that he 
started the club as a way for students to 
get outside and away from electronics. 
He felt snowboarding was coming back 
into style, a perfect opportunity to do just 
that. In the past when Mr. Coker has gone 
skiing on his own time, he saw very few 
teenagers and people in general out and 
about on the mountain. He saw the club as 
an opportunity to change that. 
       The first trip could be seen with this 
goal accomplished, as many students and 
large groups of families made the turn out. 

Mr. Coker said, “It was great seeing every-
body have such a good time; that’s what 
Outdoor Adventure Club is all about.” 
He said that more and more people are 
getting involved. There were almost 80 
students at the first meeting. They are 
excited about taking part in the activities. 
With all the new members, they will cer-
tainly be making more than one trip. 
       Mr. Coker can’t wait for the upcoming 
ski/snowboarding trip this winter to White 
Pass. Rolling in the snow and tripping 
over your own feet is always a good time. 
However none of this would be able to 
take place without the cooperation and 
support of Lacey Parks & Recreation and 
The White Pass Ski Area.  
       More information coming soon!

       In October, our color guard concluded 
it’s season of flag-waving, dancing, and 
practicing at NTHS. However, that doesn’t 
mean that we won’t have more guard 
sports coming around. On it’s way to NT 
will be a new team of students to dance 
off against their competitors, known as the 
winter guard.  
       The two captains from the color 
guard, four-year veteran Austin Smith 
and junior captain Gillian Duncan, will 
most likely assume the captains’ title for 
this upcoming sport. We all saw the color 
guard’s performance at football games, 
with gracious dexterity while performing 
to the band’s beat in a disciplinary fashion.  
      So what is the winter guard about 
exactly? To get more info about the team, 
we interviewed junior Bethany Darby, 
who is going into her second year on a 
Guard. “Well, the music is way different. 
Winter Guard is more pop and hip-hop,” 
Bethany said. “We do everything indoors 
too. We really only compete against other 
winter guard teams… we might perform at 
a basketball game in the future though.” 

       The history of this creative tradition 
dates back all the way to revolutionary 
times and the Napoleonic wars. To accom-
pany soldiers, to improve both morale and 
discipline, color guard regiments would 
march alongside infantry in battle. Drum-
mers, pipers, flutists, and a wide variety 
of instrumentalists all marched as soldiers 
to create music that allies in distress could 
rally and focus on. Of course, there were 
also flagbearers who held up a nation’s 
flag, and we see them illustrated heroically 
in many Renaissance pictures.  
       Over time however, the army tradition 
has adapted itself to regular and non-lethal 
marching bands. Our NT Guard, who call 
themselves “Solstice”, have been a specta-
cle to the school’s spirit and tradition must 
prepare for the winter season. There is no 
approximate start date, and the coaches, 
Rod Androda and David Wilson, have not 
yet been told to coach. Don’t be confused 
if you don’t hear about Winterguard for 
a few weeks, according to Bethany, “It’s 
a big and confusing process, but we will 
have a team soon.”

Fall Color 
Guard to  
Winter Guard

Photo by Rachel Booth.

by Daniel Darby

       The Chicago Cubs are a classic team, and 
were a founding member of the National League 
in 1876. The franchise has been around for 140 
years. At the beginning of the 20th century, they 
were a constant contender winning the World 
Series in 1907 and 1908, but it’s been 108 years 
and they have not won anything. 
       The biggest excuse for pure failure as an 
organization is their curse. In 1945, during the 
World Series, a fan attending the game wanted 
to watch the game with his goat. The officials at 
the stadium said “no” and asked him to leave so 
he cursed them. They have had a bad time ever 
since, but this year they have the best chance to 
break the curse and finally return to glory.
       After a nail-biting, extra-inning game 
against the Cleveland Indians on Wednesday 
night, the tables turned! They have finally won, 
and the curse has been broken! They have some 
of the youngest players in baseball, so they 
should contend for years to come. Cubs fans 
have suffered enough and they finally will be 
rewarded with continuity.

The Goat’s Curse is Lifted: 
  

Cubs Win 
World Series 
by Jonah Perez

OAC Plans 
2nd Annual 
Snowboard 
Trip 
by Brenna Evans
Last year’s OAC trip. Photo by Mr. Coker


