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       Scarecrows, haunted houses, pumpkin 
heads, and this year the list grows longer 
with a scare that could unnerve most people: 
suspicious clowns roaming the streets. Now, 
students and teenagers have found a new way 
to slink into the dark and creepy part of Octo-
ber’s holiday. Although Halloween is nearly a 
month away, on October 1, calls from all over 
the U.S. reported “clown sightings” in ran-
dom, seemingly unorganized locations, and 
the craze has only grown. Some have been 
able take a photo of clowns idling. Some 
clowns are also recorded on public CCTV 
cameras, and some have been caught up-close 
in live action via camera phone, usually chas-
ing the recorder.  
       So far, nearly all of these clowns have 
been harmless, only walking in dark areas of 
towns and chasing strangers. To most, this 
wave of masked psychos is a fun, thrilling, 
and hilarious way to get into the spooky 

spirit. However, some clown cases are not so 
innocent. In fact, some people have named 
these “Killer Clowns”, and with good reason.   
       There have been a few major reports of 
violent clown attacks in Ohio, Georgia, and 
Kentucky, where high schoolers and teachers 
have been attacked or legitimately threatened 
by clowns. As far as nationwide sightings go, 
about 42 of the 50 states (including WA) have 
had at least one clown sighting report filed.   
       Our state is pretty caught up with this 
new mania. Several calls about clowns have 
come from the North and South Sound areas, 
particularly in wooded areas. Thurston offi-
cials have even posted warnings on the NTPS 
Facebook page about these “Creepy Clowns.” 
Head of community relations Courtney 
Schrieve announced “all clown threats should 
be considered serious and could go into po-
lice investigations”, urging people to contact 
CrimeStoppers if they suspect clown activity. 

There are also now confirmed clown sight-
ings at Black Hills High School and Eastern 
Washington University from social media. 
       Unfortunately (or luckily), North Thur-
ston has not been threatened with a clown’s 
attendance, and is under protocol for a pre-
cautionary procedure, should one show up. 
Security Resource Officer of the school, 30-
year public servant Ed McClanahan, told us 
that he’s “never seen anything at all similar” 
and that there’s no particular motive regard-
ing the clowns that have been seen.  
       In case there is an actual clown on 
campus, we here at the RamPage advise any 
students who see clowning individuals to re-
port to the administration, however tempting 
an up-close picture of this phenomenon may 
be. A picture of Mr. McClanahan escorting 
them off school grounds would be just as 
memorable.

Clown Craze Causes  
International Panic
 

by Daniel Darby

       Many of you have heard their name, but 
not all of you know what they do. The Rams 
in Action club here at North Thurston is a 
group of amazing students who focus their 
energy on promoting school safety. They 
often partner with Lacey Police Dept., Target 
Zero, and several other safety orientated or-
ganizations. Each year the club works hard to 
encourage their fellow students to make safer 
choices. Club members strive to eliminate 
harassment, bullying, distracted driving, and 
driving under the influence.  
       Each student is very involved in the club, 
and enjoys everything they do. “I’ve made 
a lot of new friends and I really like making 
the school safer,” says junior Taylor Linford. 
You will often see club members making 
and hanging posters around the school with 
catchy slogans such as “tick it or click it”, or 

“drive with reason this holiday season”. Each 
member plays a part to help remind students 
about the importance of safety. It’s easy to 
forget, especially when we’re so caught up 
in our lives. But, being a part of this club is a 
constant reminder to do the right thing. 
       Whether they’re holding signs on the 
road, or hosting games in the commons to 
promote awareness of distracted driving, the 
Rams in Action club is constantly bustling 
about the school, doing everything they can 
to keep it safe. Not only does the club help 
their fellow students, they help themselves. 
When asked about how the club has impacted 
her life, senior Andrea Ames explained, “It 
has made me stop texting and driving, and be 
more careful when I’m on the road.” The club 
does their part every day to make our school, 
and its students, the safest they can be!

RIA Making a Difference by Ericka Bonham
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Are high schoolers too old to trick or treat?

NO YES
* “Because I’m going!” -Kelli Cales (11)
* “My brother and I always sort through the candy after 
we go trick-or-treating and trade for our favorites. I hoard 
the Reeses and get rid of all of the Tootsie Rolls. I love 
seeing who got the weirdest stuff (I’ve gotten fruit snacks, 
pretzels, and a brochure about Jesus)” -Anonymous (9)
* “Because free candy and feeling [like] a kid in the midst 
of crying about college” -Kayla Sadlier (12)
* “It never gets old” -Anonymous (10)
* “Because it doesn’t matter how old you are- just have 
fun if you want to go to trick or treating, just go ahead and 
get candy” -Dinh Than (11)
* “Why would I turn down candy?! I stock up and it lasts 
me all year” -Anonymous (9)
* “If trick or treating wasnt for all ages then why would 
they make costumes to fit everyone?” -Anna Triplett (12)
* “Even though my mother disagrees, trick or treating is 
a fun activity to do with friends or by yourself. You get to 
meet weird neighbors, get free candy, and don’t forget us-
ing Halloween as an excuse to dress up!” -Alana Hall (10)
* “BECAUSE I FREAKIN’ LOVE CANDY!!!!!!!!!!!!!” 
-Ericka Bonham (12)
* “It’s a tradition! I go with friends every year, so I’m 
going to go as long as possible” -Anonymous (11)
* “Everyone still enjoys candy and costumes!”  
-McKenzie Wolfe-Webb (12)
* “I like trying to find the houses that give out full size 
candy bars. Shout-out to those people” -Anonymous (10)
* “I still love trick-or-treating. The only problem is now 
I like to dress up in fandom stuff or things that are too 
specific for anyone to recognize. But I feel like it’s more 
about dressing up and having fun than other people liking 
your costume” -Rachel Booth (12)
* “Yes, but I actually like to go trunk or treating. It’s easi-
er and faster, plus you don’t have to be scared of strangers 
as much” -Samantha Thrasher (11) 

* “My mom made me stop when I was 12 and I think it 
looks funny for a teenager to be going around asking for 
candy!” -Allie Findlay (12)
* “I think we should let the little kids have the candy” 
-Anonymous (9)
* “Last year I tried to go trick-or-treating, but nobody 
would give me candy because they thought I was too old 
to go. An old lady slammed the door in my face, so I’m 
not going this year!” -Anonymous (11)
* “Us teenagers have bigger things to be afraid of than 
ghouls and goblins” -Sophia Risvold (12)
* “Trick-or-treating is for little kids. I like to go to cos-
tume parties on Halloween now, and that’s way better 
than being out in the cold” -Anonymous (10)
* “No way, I’ll probably be attacked by clowns. I’m not 
risking it” -Anonymous (11)
* “I’m like 19 and it would be too weird. Plus I don’t 
want people thinking I’m trying to rob their house or 
something” -Edwin Lightfoot (12)
* “I want to stay home this year. Besides, I’d rather give 
out candy to the kids, that’s more fun” -Anonymous (9)

Are We 
Too 

Old to 
Trick or 
Treat?



Warning: spoilers ahead!
       From a human pig and murderous spirits, to 
mysterious disappearances and witchcraft, the start 
of season 6 of American Horror Story has caused 
a whirlwind of emotions. First off, we finally 
know the theme this year, which is “My Roanoke 
Nightmare”. Instead of the usual formatting of the 
show, this season is presented to us in the form of 
a true crime drama. There are actors who describe 
the events that happened, and then others who 
“reenact” the described events.  The way the show 
is being produced this year makes us feel as if all 
the events are really true, adding another layer of 
creepy to the already horrifying show.

       For those of you who aren’t familiar with the 
existing story this season is based on, here’s a brief 
summary. In the 1500s Queen Elizabeth I attempt-
ed to start a colony on the island of Roanoke off 
of the coast of North Carolina. However, all of 
the colonists mysteriously disappeared during the 
Anglo-Spanish War. None of them were ever found 
and there is no explanation as to how they disap-
peared. It seems that this world-renowned mystery 
has sparked the  interest of the AHS team as well. 
If the  show follows the story of Roanoke, will  our 
characters disappear as well? Will they  solve the 
mysterious disappearances of the colonists? And 
will they survive until the  end?

Halloween Reviews

       “This is Halloween!” The clay figures performing the imaginative 
and slightly terrifying songs in Tim Burton and Henry Selick’s film are 
what we love most about 1993’s “The Nightmare Before Christmas”!
       The Annie animation award, which the musical won for Best Indi-
vidual Achievement for Artistic Excellence in the Field of Animation, 
proves that this movie is definitely a motion picture worth investing in. 
We share the admiration for Jack Skellington with his Halloween Town 
devotees- I mean, who wouldn’t?   
       Jack has a burning desire for new change in his provincial life. He 
is just a misunderstood guy that is looking for love and something new, 
right? Wrong. As much as we adore the long-limbed, tuxedo-wearing 
skeleton, we also accept the fact that he is not just a musical Halloween 
executive, he’s a thief, a Christmas thief. He plans the abduction of the 
most beloved man in the North Pole, and has children execute it! Then, 
they introduce the Oogie Boogie Man! He brings comedic relief in his 
chorus and demonstrates their scheme for the plump Christmas kidnap-
ping victim. Don’t worry, we don’t have to cover our eyes in fear of his 
buggy cloth for long. 
      Of course, there is a resolution, and it involves Sally, the beautifully 
sewn together creation (shout-out to Dr. Finkelstein!). We most definitely 
recommend the “Nightmare Before Christmas”. Along with this magnif-
icent family favorite, Tim Burton also helped produce and create char-
acters for other clay kids films. These masterpieces include “The Corpse 
Bride”, “9”, the brand new “Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Chil-
dren”, “Frankenweenie”, and many more. He’s worth sitting down with a 
nice warm bag of popcorn, and a cozy blanket on one of these chilly fall 
nights. We promise that this hour and 16 minutes will not go to waste.

       AMC’s “The Walking Dead” brings silence and devout focus 
to our moonlit family room as we bite our nails in suspense. Season 
after season, main character Rick Grimes, former sheriff deputy, 
father, and husband, surprises us and helps create dramatic setting 
changes. 
       In a brief recap, season one took place in Georgia. The small 
group of family, friends and strangers sheltered themselves on a 
hillside overlooking the distraught, zombie (“walker”) filled Atlan-
ta streets. Season two was filled with gunshots and doctor visits, at 
least for one of the main characters after he had a near death expe-
rience early on. The criminal season three brought Rick’s group of 
survivors to cell block C in West Georgia’s Correctional Facility 
where they endured the wrath of the Governor. Dun dun dun!
       Andrew Lincoln, who plays Rick Grimes, struggled to keep the 
remaining members of his group alive while the prison is slowly 
dismembered by the one-eyed villain of season four. Season five 
focused on the separate journeys Rick’s group take to find the 
cannibalistic Termites. Termites inhabit Terminus, and Rick and his 
devout followers soon realized their grave mistake.
       Lastly, season six took place in Alexandria, the suburban, 
surrounded “safe” place. The group of survivors are accepted into 
the protected housing development, but we soon witnessed disaster. 
Season six ends on the most frustrating cliff hanger yet. You can 
discover the miraculous measures that the expanding group take in 
order to survive on Netflix, Hulu and OnDemand at any time! Tune 
in to AMC on October 23rd at 9 p.m. for the season premiere of 
season seven!

“TWD” Season 7 to 
Rescue Cliff-Hanger  
Review by Samantha Thrasher

“The  
Nightmare 
Before 
Christmas” 
 

Review by Emma Thompson 
and Samantha Thrasher

“American Horror Story” Explores Mystery  by Ericka Bonham
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Harley Quinn:  
Who needs to be a miss goody two shoes, and 
a sweet little princess when you have Harley 

Quinn? Elegant as well as crazy, Harley 
Quinn is the best there is for Halloween. The 

blonde hair colored with the exhilarating 
dye, of pink and blue. To an outfit that just 

screams “LET’S HAVE FUN!” Her style is a 
more outgoing kind of style, and you can add 

more if you are feeling wild. 
 
What You’ll Need:
-long blonde wig or long blonde hair in pig-
tails with one side dyed pink, one dyed blue 
-combat boots
-tight ripped jeans or shorts
-baseball t-shirt (preferably blue and red with 
the iconic “Daddy’s Lil Monster” phrase)
-fishnet stockings
-red lipstick
-baseball bat or hammer (prop)

Katana: 
For some people they enjoy the taxing effort 

in applying intricate make-up as well as 
making extravagant costumes. However 

there are some who prefer a simpler 
costume design. An example of a more 

composed design would be Katana. A plain 
half face mask can be easily acquired and 

be painted at home. As for the costume you 
can keep to the basics, or even add a touch 
of your own changes to fit your personality. 

by. Brenna Evans

BEST PLACES TO LOOK 
FOR COSTUME PIECES:

 

1. Value Village: cheap place to find pieces, 
especially if you just need some pants, a 
jacket, or a shirt), they have an enormous 
selection of new costume items, and cosmetic 
Halloween makeup
2. Goodwill: cheap place to find pieces (es-
pecially for shoes and hats), they have a large 
selection of used Halloween costumes, and 
many formal dresses/wedding dresses
3. Hot Topic: they’re more expensive, but 
they have fabulous pop culture costumes 
and accessories, recommended to add a little 
something to your costume

Harley Quinn: Photo by Danielle MacDonald

Joker:  
        

Guys often go for dressing up as Su-
perman or Bigfoot, but when it comes 
to Suicide Squad who wouldn’t want 
to dress up as the Joker? Although his 
character is extreme, he represents a 

perfect example for those of you who 
like to go all out when it comes to 

Halloween. Adding on his body tat-
toos certainly would take a bit longer, 
the result however would be worth it. 
As for costumes, he has so many that 
you can pick and choose. Perhaps go 
for the purple trench coat and blue 
pants or the grey and red suit?  by.. 

Brenna Evans

Joker: Photo by Shelby McPherson

Enchantress: Photo by Sariah Yousous

Enchantress:  
 

Looking for a creative, yet exotic costume? 
Enchantress would be the perfect choice. 

Her costume is one of the most complicat-
ed ones out of the whole Suicide Squad. 
Enchantress’s costume consists of vines, 

strings, plants, somewhat a two piece metal 
bikini, a moon crescent head piece along 
with chains, and a choker. Enchantress 

has two outfits throughout Suicide Squad. 
She has her evil outfit, and her good outfit. 
Either one is a great idea for a costume. by. 

Sariah Yousos

Note:  Although these are great costume 
ideas, they are not the only options. Make 
sure to have fun this Halloween, dressing up 
as whomever and whatever you want. Eating 
candy until you fall over, laugh until you cry. 
Happy Halloween!
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       Parents, grandparents, brothers and sisters influence our decisions daily. As 
much as we love these people, how much have we begun copying instead of forming 
our own informed opinions? Media has an undeniable bias, there is truly no debate 
in that. If the sole news broadcasts our households watch are from Fox, we will 
inevitably lean toward the right. Similarly, if our only frequented YouTube channel 
is BuzzFeed, we will lean towards feminism and the far left. Staunch media fails to 
portray both sides of any argument; very rarely will you find a relevant article that 
everyone can agree upon. 
       I do not side with thinking that your parents cannot give you your true belief. 
I do side with my parents (for the most part). So, yes, listen to your parents’ heated 
discussions on politics, just make the effort to fact check. In any conflict, the truth 
can be forgotten, or tossed aside in order to force a win.   If we are not shown an 
alternative perspective on beliefs, we will automatically form our opinions to shape 
themselves around the sole perspective that has been displayed in front of us for the 
majority of our lives. We need to be given critical sides from both point of views in 
order to decide what we want for our futures and our children’s futures and so on. In 
order to challenge the status quo, we need to step out of our comfort zones and listen 
to our opponents with open minds in order to choose the path we want to take. 
       Oppression has become a large factor in the problems we face as a country 
today, but if we listen to Ayn Rand’s “Anthem”, she articulately displays her staunch 
belief in pro-individualism. We learn that individual thinkers do not become the 
victim. If people stopped becoming the oppressed in victimless crimes, there would 
be more respect in the world. Please, stay informed and read both sides of every 
argument. Do not become the person that fails to provide evidence, it’s embarrassing, 
and quite frankly, degrading. Do your research, it’s worth it.

       In high school or in the communities outside of 
school, the people of the LGBT+ communities have a 
lot to say about the social problems that involve them. 
Here is what the president of our GSA club had to say. 
“I joined the Gay Straight Alliance because I’ve always 
been made to feel inferior for my sexuality and gender. 
I figured GSA is somewhere I can feel accepted, and 
make sure no one else has to go through the same stuff 
I did,” said Cheyenne Moore.  
       In the community, some people might have had to 
face some social problems. “As a community, in our 
club, for as long as I have been in it, we’ve fortunately 
never had to face any problems so far,” said Moore. 
This school has been very accepting (comparitively 
speaking), but there’s so much more work to do. We 
have so far to go towards true equality. 
       There are many problems that have to do with the 
LGBT+ community, everywhere. “Assuming you mean 
social problems involving the LGBT community, I 
am absolutely appalled at how far we still have to go. 
Our community still faces lots of discrimination, even 
though it’s now been a long time since gay marriage 
has been legal. Though that doesn’t affect our whole 
community, it is definitely beneficial to the social stand-
ings of LGBT people,” said Moore. Everyone has a 
different opinion on why the LGBT+ community has so 
many social problems.  
       “I personally believe that the LGBT community 
has so many issues because everyone is raised with 
their own ideologies. For a long time. Anything per-
taining to the LGBT community was considered taboo. 
This caused people to raise their kids with these morals, 
and not many people have the opportunity to form and/
or express their opinions and mentality. Due to this, 
they will often discriminate against others, even when 
not right,” Moore explained.
       It’s hard for people to understand and relate to 
the more complex issues that are coming to light, like 
transgender decisions and pronoun preference. “It’s 
confusing unless you’ve experienced it yourself,” said 
GSA advocate Alana Hall. The thing is, people aren’t 
always looking for you to understand, they’re just 
wanting to be accepted for who they are, whoever they 
are.

GSA Facing the World
by Shelby McPherson & Rachel Booth

Involuntary Bias by Samantha Thrasher

Senior/
Parent  
Order 
Event: 
Oct. 25th 

10:30-7:00

*class jewelry* caps & gowns* 
announcements*senior apparel*

yearbooks*keepsakes*class 
rings*grad party supplies*



Spotlights

Page 6

       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       The NT givith, and it taketh away. As we 
notice the absence of some of our favorite 
teachers and staff, we also say “hello” to a new 
line of advisors ready to take on the call. One 
such replacement is our new algebra/geometry 
teacher, Mr. Unzicker. “I wanted to give stu-
dents a good high school experience, and I felt 
that I could help people learn math, since some 
seem to struggle with it,” he said on becoming a 
teacher.  “I always knew I wanted to be a teach-
er before I knew the subject I wanted to teach. 
When I was still living in Europe, we went to 
Czechoslovakia, and we were educating people 
and sharing knowledge, which really made me 
want to teach.”  

       It might surprise a lot of students to know 
that just like them, teachers have their own 
obstacles to overcome as well. “I felt that I 
was aware of the bigger issues of teaching, but 
I wasn’t aware of having to be the bad guy, 
sometimes. In a lot of ways, [teaching] is better 
than I expected. You get some choices. They 
gave me an option, and I had taught algebra and 
geometry before.” 
       Mathematics is just one of the skills in Mr. 
Unzicker’s toolbelt. He is also talented at excit-
ing activities such as biking and fencing, sports 
of speed and wit. “I did fencing in college, and 
there’s no club here. I would definitely like to 
get back into it. I like to go hiking. I’m planning 
to go on a hiking trip for spring break. I also 
love video games.” 
       Though he lists some his favorite hobbies, 
there is one that outshines the rest. “My favorite 
hobby is definitely biking, though it hasn’t 
always been. I plan on buying a new [bike] this 
weekend. The one I have now has gotten me 
stuck a bunch of times with flat tires and stuff. 
My family has always owned bikes, but I had 
finally gotten my own in college.”
       NT welcomes Mr. Jacob Unzicker and all 
the other new staff who have recently joined the  
family to our school this year.

Mr. Unzicker  by Edwin Lightfoot

       Izabella is a junior here at North Thurston High School, but 
is originally from Slovakia. One of her main reasons for joining 
the foreign exchange student program is because of our very own 
swim team! She loves swimming and is very excited to be a part 
of the swim team this year. Although she’s very excited to be 
here, she definitely misses home. The hardest part for Izabella is 
“being away from friends and family.”  
       As far as high school goes, the two countries have very 
different education systems. She finds it interesting that there 
are different students in each class here at North Thurston. In 
Slovakia, the students all have the same classmates for each 
class.  In Slovakia, Izabella said “I’m used to studying fifteen 
different subjects each day, as opposed to our six.” Needless to 
say, she finds things much easier here! Although our countries are 
extremely different, Izabella is really enjoying school our school 
and is looking forward to the rest of her year here!

       Coming from Mexico, Valeria Gamez-Iglesias shares her experi-
ence about the changes moving to the United States and attending North 
Thurston High School. The biggest change for her is going to a new 
school; North Thurston High School is much bigger than her last school 
in Mexico and there are more people. This school year, Valeria started 
playing the violin and joined drama! She enjoys acting and singing, but 
she specifically misses her guitar and microphone from home. While she 
is living here she is staying with her uncle and aunt, where she can speak 
Spanish.  
       A challenge while living here and going to school is the language, 
because some of the vocabulary doesn’t translate directly into English 
and that can be frustrating when she tries to explain herself. Valeria is 
grateful to be going to school because back home in Mexico she was 
attending private school, which was costly. She explained that in Mex-
ico, “if you want to have a good education, you need to go to a private 
school”. Public school doesn’t teach English and insufficient funds don’t 
allow them to have good resources (and the property of school is dirty). 
       Therefore, being a public school as we are, we should appreciate all 
fundamentals that North Thurston offers and take advantage of attending 
public school with marvelous education for free. The Foreign Exchange 
Student Program is a way to encourage students to learn about living in a 
different country.

Valeria Gamez-Iglesias
 by Holly Swope

Izabella  
Bilecova   
by Ericka Bonham

Mr. Unzicker in his room. Photo by Edwin Lightfoot.

       Fresh from middle school, students 
in the class of 2020 Brennan Caldwell 
and Malcolm Monteiro say that high 
school is going well. Checking in with 
their teachers who told them “don’t 
worry because your grade is going to 
fluctuate like crazy” makes them anx-
ious, though. One of his favorite parts 
is lunchtime. “We can go off campus, 
so I’m excited about that. You can go 
to Safeway and spend all your money 
there,” said Brennan.
       Their high school careers are off to a 
great start and the transition from middle 
to high school has been a breeze, even 
waking up in the morning. They’re keep-
ing up with school; they aren’t struggling 
or stressed about high school now. The 
new freshmen are thrilled to be involved 
with the school. “I am definitely join-
ing clubs,” said Brennan. Malcolm has 
intentions to establish a club by the end 
of October.  
       We here at the RamPage give a huge 
welcome to freshmen at North Thurston. 
Stay on track, Rams!

New Freshmen 
by Holly Swope
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     Soccer is a fun, competitive, unique 
sport that is not as easy as it looks. Most 
people think all you have to do is kick a 
ball into the goal; how hard can that be? 
Girls soccer has been giving it their all 
this season. So far there have been seven 
soccer games and they have won two. Win 
or lose, the team is always motivated to do 
better.  
       Coach Bigelow, the girls varsity 
soccer coach and the boys JV soccer coach 
is fantastic at motivating and inspiring 
the team members to do their best every-
day on the field and off. Senior Lateefah 
Ally is a member of the varsity soccer 
team. She has been playing soccer for 
three years. She likes soccer because it is 
different from other popular sports such as 
football, volleyball and basketball. “Soc-
cer is challenging because you cannot use 
your hands,” Lateefah said. “It [soccer] is 
my stress reliever. Working with a team 
is fun but pretty tough; it’s frustrating 
because everyone works at a different 
pace,” Lateefah added. Whether playing 
soccer for a school or just for fun, it is an 
entertaining and difficult game to play. 
Support the girls soccer team by coming to 
their next game here at North Thurston on 
October 25th.

Girls Soccer 
 

by Karri White

    The 2016-2017 girls swim team is working strikingly hard and is 
always trying their best to improve. Captain Kendall Escene (senior) says 
what inspires her is “always trying to get better and better”. She added 
“Seeing my teammates get their best times motivates me, too.” 
       These girls have a positive attitude for the season. Even when 
losing their undefeated title, they did not let that bring them down. 
They unfortunately lost their first meet this year. “It was definitely a 
rough start for the season, but our team has been working a lot hard-
er and we’re all getting best times, so it’s gotten better,” said Cap-
tain Maya Lawson Rivera (senior). Coach Jak Ayres has only good 
things to say about the team and is pleased to be working with them.                                                                               
“I’ve always wanted to be a mermaid and I guess this is as close as I can 
get,” jokes Payton Harn (junior). The motivated team can be as imagina-
tive as they would like! Stay slick, swimmers.

Coach: Jak Ayres
Assistant Coach: Heather Kincaid
Captains: Kendall Escence, Hanna Grantham, Payton Jones, Maya    

       Lawson-Rivera

Girls Team Making a Splash  by Holly Swope

     The varsity boys tennis is most certainly a 
lively sport, however, it teaches you not only tennis 
skills but life skills. Their captain, junior Thomas 
Sui, leads them with an iron fist, with the goal of 
doing their best each time (win or lose). One of his 
teammates, sophomore Elliot Kimsey, is entering 
in his second year as a member. He is not the first 
in his family to be an avid player as it is a family 
tradition; his older brother Ethan also played. His 
favorite aspect of being a member is “The pride 
you feel as a team as well as an individual when 
you win”. He said “During the season you develop 
as a team playing with your partner during a match, 
you win individually while winning for the team.” 
If he could use three words to describe being on the 
tennis team they would be humor, friendship, and 
self-confidence.  
       Like most of the players, he was exposed to 
it at a young age. On the other hand, player Kevin 
Tran was introduced to tennis in high school. As 
a junior, he first came in contact with a tennis ball 
his freshman year. As a child he often watched his 
dad play the sport, only later to be inspired to play. 
His favorite aspect of the game he said is “Hitting 
the ball around and just letting loose.” For him, 
three words to describe being on the team perfect-
ly would be difficult, fun, and interesting. What 
it means to work with others, as well as working 
towards a personal goal are all gained as a member 
of the varsity boys tennis team.

Boys Tennis  
 

by Brenna Evans

The team warming up. Photo by Holly Swope.

SPORTS SCORES:
Football:
Varsity vs. Peninsula: 23-7 (L)
C-Team vs. Peninsula: 41-0 (L)
Varsity vs. Shelton: Lost 31-21 (L)

Volleyball: 
Varsity vs. Timberline: 3-2 (L)
JV vs. Timberline: 3-0 (W)
Varsity vs. Capital: 3-1 (W)

Girls Soccer:
Varsity vs. Timberline: 1-1 (T)
JV vs. Timberline: 1-1 (T)
Varsity vs. Gig Harbor: 6-1 (L)
JV vs. Gig Harbor: 11-0 (L)
Girls Swimming: 
Varsity vs. Timberline: 117-63 (W)

Boys Tennis:
Varsity vs. Yelm: 4-1 (W)
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Crossword Clues 

Across: 
4. Hoo! Hoo!  
5. Alternate form of vampires 
7. Seasonal orange fruit   
8. A ghost’s favorite word 
9. Tri-colored candy   
11. Bony frame  
13. Candy coated fruit on a stick  
14. Toilet paper  
15. Witch’s ride 

Down: 
1. Vampire’s bed   
2. Garlic hater 
3. Can be half, full, or new.   
6. The undead  
9. Disguise   
10. Sweet treat   
12. R.I.P.

Halloween Crossword by Ericka Bonham

Extras
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       As the leaves turn red, orange, and yellow 
and start to fall from the trees, not only has 
football season started, but fantasy football 
too! So before the season, as the player fantasy 
projections are completed, there are always 
surprises and disappointments.  
       Some of the biggest disappointments 
through six weeks have been Sammy Watkins 
and Adrian Peterson. Watkins was projected 
to have 372 total yards with 3 touchdowns, 
but because of injury he has only accumulated 
a measly 63 yards and 0 touchdowns. Mean-
while, Peterson was projected to have 623 
total yards with 5 touchdowns, but (because of 
injury) he only has 57 total yards and 0 touch-
downs this season.  
       Anybody who drafted them is really irri-
tated since they both were rated so highly and 

they gave minimal returns.  
       On the bright side, anybody who thought 
Demarco Murray would return to form and 
Derek Carr would start the season on fire is 
pretty stoked.  
       Murray was projected to have 501 total 
yards and 3 touchdowns, but instead he is back 
as a top runningback with 698 total yards and 6 
touchdowns.  
       Carr has solidified himself as one of the 
top young quarterbacks of the league with 
1608 yards passing, a completion percentage 
of 66.5%, 12 touchdown passes and only 3 
interceptions even though he was projected to 
have 1549 yards passing, 9 touchdown passes 
and 6 interceptions.  
       So don’t give up hope if the past was not 
kind because a gem might be waiting!  

Fantasy Football: Rage or Joy? by Jonah Perez


