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News
Foreign Exchange Students by Hannah Negash and Kirsten Mancillas

CTE Classes                                                 by Brandon Mays                                      

Natsuki Hirahshi Alessia Sanavio
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        
       Seventeen-year-old Natsuki Hirahshi 
from South Japan is an exchange student 
here at North Thurston.  She went to New 
York after her 20-hour plane flight in 
September which helped her get used to 
the time difference.  She also needed to 
get used to the food difference.  Natsuki’s 
first time eating Taco Bell was a moment 
to remember, “They don’t have Taco Bell, 
or Burger King, or even a Safeway back 
home!”  She would drive there everyday 
if only she had her license. Natsuki really 

wants to get her driver’s license here in 
America because she has to be 18 to get 
it in Japan.  She was looking into doing 
driver’s education here at North Thurston 
so whenever she goes back home she would 
have it.  
       On Natsuki’s first day of school she felt 
more free because she didn’t have to wear a 
uniform as she did at her old school. When-
ever she registered for our school, she got 
the choice of choosing her schedule, which 
is something she was never able to do while 
in Japan.  “In Japan you cannot choose 
your classes and you definitely cannot wear 
whatever you want.  You could get in a lot 
of trouble.” 
        Natsuki loves her home in Japan, but 
is also getting very attached to Washing-
ton. She says she will miss the new friends 
she made here in Washington very much 
because of how nice and accepting they 
were to her when they didn’t even know 
her.  Nevertheless, she can’t wait to see her 
family again.

New Market Kids by Tierra McCarty

New Market Skills Center (NMSC) is a great 
opportunity for students looking to expand their 
resumes, or just have some fun. It offers credit dur-
ing the summer, and in addition, classes that take the 
place of half of a regular school day, before or after 
lunch.
       Next semester, my first, second, and third peri-
ods will be replaced with three hours of Commercial 
Graphic Design, a computer-oriented art class I have 
been looking forward to all year. The school offers a 
number of classes, including Criminal Justice, Culi-
nary Arts, DigiPen Computer  
Science, and Computer Hardware and Networking. 
Many classes offer internships and chances to earn 

scholarships, not to mention AP credit.
       NMSC has a lovely campus with nice sidewalks, 
unfortunately there’s no skating allowed, and a large 
cafeteria with a bakery and all kinds of snacks pre-
pared by the students themselves. It has a really nice 
atmosphere, with a sense of freedom that reminds me 
of a college campus.
       They offer free “orientations” every Friday, 
where a tour of the school and all the classes is pro-
vided. Speaking to one’s counselor is needed to get a 
pass from the attendance office, and then you’re free 
to ride a  school bus there at 7:30 am.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       17-year-old Alessia Sanavio is 
from north west Italy.  Before she came 
to Washington, unlike all the other 
exchange students, she had stopped in 
Oregon to get over the time difference.  
       When she was in Oregon, she 
noticed that the food here is much more 
fattening. “Back home our foods are 
fresh, and more foods are from gar-
dens... I’m glad the family I am staying 
with has their own garden” However, 
Sanavio still expressed interest in 

some American food. “Baked potatoes 
with cheese and bacon is my absolute 
favorite American food, even if it is 
fattening.” 
       Being in America wasn’t all that 
hard for her, especially when it came 
down to the language, since Sanavio 
has been speaking english for eight 
years now. She is also fluent in Span-
ish, French, and obviously, Italian.  She 
mentioned that Italy has the same style 
as that of the United States, but socks 
and sandals are “so not okay.”  At 
Alessia’s school back home, they don’t 
have a dress code, nor lunch, or even 
a principle. “Teachers here have more 
of a friendship with their students.” 
In Italy, the classes are much bigger 
because they stay in one class for six 
hours a day. “I miss my family back 
home, but I love America and wish I 
could move here. I feel as if I was born 
in the wrong place!”

       North Thurston has a lot of really good programs that 
offer credits from community colleges anywhere from 
1 to 35 college credits! We have classes like Business 
Math, Law and Justice, Business Work Experience, Busi-
ness English, Accounting, Marketing and Entrepreneur-
ship, Child Development, Tech Drafting, Architectural 
Drafting, Auto Shop, Welding, Woodshop, Metal Design, 
and Agriculture.      
       These credits are called “tech prep” credits and the 
requirements are simply to get a “B” or better in the class, 
and it is free! Many people don’t realize that going to 
“running start” or New Market Skills Center takes money 
away from our school.  
       The RamPage talked to a couple of our CTE (Career 
and Technical Education) teachers about their classes.
       Mrs. Bork teaches some of the business classes.  
Some of the experience students can gain in accounting 

are, “They get to learn the complete bookkeeping and ac-
counting cycle to run a business. They gain career skills, 
learn about banking and business occupations through 
field trips and a hands-on reinforcement simulation.  All 
the skills can be used in their personal lives and help 
them get jobs.”  
       Mrs. Bork also said, “I took accounting twice in 
college because it was so hard. It’s much easier in high 
school because we take more time to understand the con-
cepts.  Most business majors will tell you it’s the hardest 
class they have ever taken, but we take a full year instead 
of 10 weeks.”  When asked how she ended up teaching 
this class, she said, “I got lucky and I love it!”
       We also asked Mr. Marshall about what kind of ex-
perience his class gives to its students.  “I teach technical 
drafting as well as architectural drafting. Students learn 
how to draw a set of tech drawings that can be used by 

technicians to make the item. It’s about taking a 3 dimen-
sional object and drawing them in a 2 dimensional format 
and this format is used around the world to communicate 
what an object looks like. If students take enough of my 
classes they can get employed as a tech drafter. In every-
day life the benefits are that it helps students communi-
cate ideas in a graphical matter.
       He also told us “I took one class in high school and 
I took one in college. For 15 years designing houses and 
part of the process is to draw houses.” 
       We also asked him how he was lucky enough to 
get this job and he told us “I learned my draft craft as 
owner and operator of my own house building company. 
I then made the shift from my business to teaching to be 
involved in the lives of young people.”
       North Thurston has so many opportunities for college 
credits if you just look for them in the course catalog.  

Students can earn college credit while sitting in North Thurston classrooms



News
Winter Break by Nate Williams

       Thurston has many students, who do tons of different 
things over the holidays. A few of them gave a view of what 
they did over the break.  
       Senior, Rease Morin said, “I spent all my time watching 
The Fresh Prince of Bel-Air and That’s so Raven.” That may 
sound weird, but he said he had a great time. He also said, 
“I got lots of new shoes for Christmas; I was looking really 
swaggy in my new nikes.”  
       Another Senior, Jesse Mack, told his holiday break story 
as well. He said, “I hung out with my girlfriend and visited 
family from Rochester.” He was excited because he also said, 
“I got a new computer so that me and my brothers could all 
play games together since we live pretty far away from each 
other.  I saw my dad, my brothers, and my grandma who also 
live far.  I don’t get to see them as much as I would like.”  
       Another senior interviewed, Skyler Justis, said, “I saw 
friends, caught up on homework, and saw family.” He also 
said that he was very happy to see the family because of the 
distance between them. And for Christmas he said, “I got new 
RAM for my computer which was a much needed improve-
ment; my computer had been getting way overworked.”  
       Junior, Taryn Minckler, did some cool stuff over break 
too. She said, “I had cheer practice which was cool because 
we were getting ready to compete at our first competition.” 
She was also very excited because for Christmas she said, 
“I got a heated blanket which saved my life ‘cause now I’m 
always toasty.” And she also said, “I got to see my Uncle 
Troy who I only see once a year!” She really had a great time 
this break!  
       Many students do many different things over the holiday 
break, and these were just a few! 

Walk Across America With Needle2Square by Mikayla Bell
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      Imagine walking from Seattle, Washington to Times 
Square, New York, over 3,800 miles, with nothing more 
than a backpack with all of your belongings, enough 
water and food for possibly one day, a few slightly used 
cartridges of Bear Mace that accidently went off in your 
face while you were sitting in your tent, and a purpose to 
help the younger generations.  Oh, and one more thing; 
you have a pack goat with you named LeeRoy Brown.
      This scenario is a reality for one Washington resident. 
Steve Wescott, a former musician, set out on his life 
changing journey in 2012 with one goal in mind: raise 
$200,000 for a non-profit childrens home in Nairobi, 
Kenya called Uzima Outreach.
       “I believe that the common misconception about my 
project is that the goal is to get across America with a 
goat, and that’s completely not what it’s about. Our goal 
is to walk city to city and to share about Uzima.”
       Uzima Outreach is a non-profit Christian organiza-
tion that helps children in Kawangware, just one of the 
many slums in Nairobi, Kenya.  Most of the 40 children 
who live in the group home are orphans who were aban-
doned, or whose families are victims of drug and alcohol 
abusing parents. Wescott’s goal is to fund a housing 
project where they will become self sufficient off of the 
farm land that they will purchase with the money raised 
from the cross-country walk. They hope someday to help 
support the surrounding communities, and kill the vicious 
cycle that is taking place in the slums.
       Originally Wescott was going to trek the country 

with his dog, but an accident made it not possible two 
months before his planned departure.  So he did what 
most people do in desperate situations. He went on Craig-
slist.org.  There he found New Moon Goat Rescue in Ar-
lington, Washington and his new furry companion, a goat.  
But not just any type of goat, a pack goat. Pack goats are 
typically larger goats and vary by breeds. Usually pack-
goats are trained at young ages and don’t start packing 
until they are about a year or older.  LeeRoy, Steve’s new 
companion, was not trained to be a pack goat. But within 
a month Steve and LeeRoy were at the base of the Space 
Needle, trained and about to begin their journey. “When 
I found out a goat could be a companion I was ecstatic! It 
was an instant bond and we’ve been bros ever since.” 
     There is one draw back when it comes to pack goats 
unfortunately.  “If I would have known a goat was more 
like a school bus and less like a Ferrari I would have 
brought a freaking cheetah with me!”, exclaimed Wescott 
when he came and spoke to our Rampage class on Janu-
ary 27. “I mean I want to finish this trip before I die!”
       They started May 20, 2012 in Seattle and walked to 
Salt Lake City, Utah until the winter hit. “Once it snows, 
I stop for the season.”  He starts again in the spring and 
will continue until winter hits again. As of last year he 
has been as far as St. Louis, Missouri. “We’ve hit quit a 
few roadblocks in St. Louis but I believe we will start out 
strong come spring.”  
       Steve is currently holding speaking events while in 
the off season and can be found in many locations like 

schools, juvenile detention centers, and churches. “I’ll 
talk to anyone that wants to listen. I want to spread word 
of what I’m doing and bring attention to Uzima.”
       Hoping to finish the journey and make it to Times 
Square this year, Wescott can’t help but worry about how 
he will get himself and LeeRoy in without drawing too 
much attention. “We’ve had a few incidents with police 
along this journey. I just hope we can make it through the 
big city with no problems. We could walk 8 miles a day 
or we could walk 25. It just depends how often we get 
stopped for questions.”
       If you’re interested and want to learn more about this 
project please visit www.needle2square.com. Also, if you 
would like to keep track of their project, check out their 
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and their YouTube page!

Steve Wescott 
came to the 
NTHS RamPage  
and spoke about 
his organization 
Needle 2 Square 
on Tuesday, 
January 27, 2015.
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Paris, France

       Deadly protests have been ongoing for the past few 
weeks in the Democratic Republic of  Congo. Reports 
say that the protests are in response to a bill that would 
postpone next year’s presidential election for 3 years. 
The current president, Joseph Kabila, gave no com-
ments on the bill. Thousands of residents are fleeing to 
Rwanda in hopes of escaping the escalating violence 
and plan on staying until everything has stabilized.

Democratic-
Republic of 
Congo

Glendale, Arizona

Java Sea

 Australia

Argentina

       On Jan. 7, 2015, two armed Islamist extrem-
ists forced their way and opened fire on the Paris 
headquarters of Charlie Hedbo, the French mag-
azine, killing 11 staff members and one police 
officer and wounding 11; 4 were serious.  The at-
tack is described as “a terrorist attack of extreme 
barbarity.”  The two gunmen were identified as 
brothers, Saïd Kouachi and Chérif Kouachi, who 
claim to be part of Al-Qaeda’s branch in Yemen.  
Both gunmen escaped, and remained at large for 
3 days until taking hostages at a signage compa-
ny in Dammartin-en-Goële. Both gunmen were 
later gunned down when they emerged from the 
building firing shots.

       On Dec. 28, 2014, AirAisa Flight 8501 was 
bound for Singapore from Surabaya, Indonesia 
when it vanished without a trace. Two days after 
the jet went down debris and human remains were 
found in the Karmata Strait. Searchers located 
some wreckage on Jan. 3 and later recovered the 
flight data recorder, the cockpit voice recorder and 
parts of the fuselage on Jan. 13. Stormy weather 
is a factor in the search for why the plane went 
down. Authorities in the search say the plane sud-
denly lurched upward at fighter-jet speed. Known 
as an air "stall" -- the engines kept roaring but the 
wings could no longer provide lift, causing the 
Airbus 320-200 to plummet into the sea. More 
than 90 bodies of the 162 people on board remain 
missing; officials anticipate that most are in the 
fuselage.

       A reporter under the name Damian Pachter fled 
Argentina after a prosecutor, Alberto Nisman, was 
reported dead in his apartment from a gunshot wound 
on Jan. 18.  Nisman was due to address accusations 
of Argentina’s government secretly aiding Iranian 
terrorists.  Pachter, believing he is a marked man, 
fled to Israel, reporting  he was being followed after 
speaking with Nisman before his death. Argentina’s 
government said Pachter has plans to return in four 
days, but Pachter responded by saying he does not 
plan on returning.

       Assistant Defense Minister Stuart Robert’s issued 
a warning to any citizen joining the Daesh or ISIS. He 
spoke out saying that “The message to all Australians 
is don’t get involved in this fight. You will be killed 
if you go overseas and join forces with Daesh.”.This 
statement followed a report of ISIS forces being 
pushed out of the Syrian town of Kobane after suc-
cessful attacks by Kurdish forces and US airstrikes. 
There is a possible 90 Australians fighting for ISIS 
with 20 of them being reported killed.

       February 1, 2015, Super Bowl XLIX took place in 
Glendale, Arizona. With the Seattle Seahawks against the 
New England Patriots, it was a fierce battle between the two 
with half time tied at 14-14. New England triumphed with a 
winning score of 28-24, and gained their fourth super bowl 
ring in the process.  New England Patriots cornerback 
Malcolm Butler intercepted Seattle Seahawks quarter-
back Russell Wilson at the goal line to seal the win the 
game.
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iPhone Android

Robert Micielli 11 HTC One M8 (Interview)
Battery life
I get about a days worth of use, and most of the time 
I don’t use it during school so at the end of the school 
day, I will have around 90% battery left.
Features
I just use my texting and calling, and then just watch 
YouTube, so [features] are not much.
Camera Quality
It’s really good when you don’t scratch the camera lens, 
and it has software that edits the photo so it appears to 
be a higher quality, and then the front facing camera is 
a 5 megapixel camera.
Screen Quality
The screen is high resolution and the glass on it is 
really nice too. I carry keys in my pocket and it never 
scratches it up.
Speaker Quality
In the crowded area that we are in [middle of lunch sit-
ting at a table] you would be able to hear it very clearly 
as there are two front facing speakers.
Durability
I’ve dropped it from 10 feet before off a one-story 
building when I was on the roof, and it fell out of my 
pocket, and it landed on the concrete, and it is still fine 
now.
Storage
My phone has 32 GB internally and then a 128 GB 
Micro SD card.
Performance
The phone itself never glitches out, but there are certain 
apps that will glitch out on me.

Anthony Edwards 11 IPhone 6 
(Interview)
Battery life
I use my phone every single class 
period of every single day; I listen 
to music every single second of 
every single day; and the battery 
life usually dies around the end of 
6th period.
Features
One of them is the slo-mo [slow 
motion videos], and that there are 6 
rows of apps instead of 4, and the 
fingerprint [scanner] to unlock it.
Camera Quality
The camera quality is fire.
Screen Quality
The screen is pretty impressive, es-
pecially with the photos I’ve taken.
Speaker Quality
The speaker is actually pretty de-
cent in a crowded area, just as long 
it doesn’t get too loud.
Storage
My phone has 52 GB available, so 
it’s not too shabby.
Performance
The phone is hardly slow and most 
of the apps run great.

Jenny Goin Teacher Iphone 5 (Int view)
Battery life
I use about 40% of my battery throughout the day, and I use it at least once 
a class period.
Features
As a teacher, [the features are] super useful, being able to use the timer and 
the alarms, and they make some great apps for education, so like you can 
call on random students with the random student selector, and it’s definitely 
something that helps me run the classroom, and I also take attendance on 
my phone for the class.
Camera Quality
I use my camera about every day, and I think they’re insane.  When I first 
got an IPhone it was right before I went on a trip to Disneyland, and my 
friend had a real camera and we ended up using all the pictures that I took.
Durability
I had an IPhone before this and I broke it badly, and I found the new one to 
be very durable, especially with just a little bumper case.
Storage
Not enough, I thought it would be huge, but it’s like 13 or 14 gigabytes, so 
I run out.
Performance
The only time I have trouble with my phone is when I’m waiting on an 
update with the fact that the new IPhone is out so the updates are for all the 
apps to support the new phone.

David Mosquera IPhone 5s (In-
terview)
Battery life
I use it about maybe 4 hours 
throughout the day, probably like 
50% at the end of the school day 
is left.
Features
The thumbscan.  I don’t have to 
type in my code anymore; I can just 
use my thumb.
Camera Quality
My back camera is really good, 
high quality stuff.
Screen Quality
It’s really good resolution.
Speaker Quality
In a crowded area you really can’t 
hear what’s playing, and it some-
times wears out over time, but it’s 
still somewhat okay.
Storage
It has 16 GB and, if you want more, 
you’ve got to get a new phone 
entirely.
Performance
My apps do crash sometimes, but 
not a lot, and it’s not a specific app 
that will crash, just random apps at 
times.

Clairissa Jenkins 11 Samsung Galaxy 
S4 (Interview)
Battery life
I usually don’t use my phone a lot while 
I’m at the school; it’s mainly when I’m 
at home, and more like after school. 
I would say at the end of the day my 
phone battery is usually around like 40% 
and so I’ll just wake up in the morning 
and charge it.
Features
I really like the multi-window that you 
can do. I love the different features 
we have on the camera like the beauty 
face.  The beauty face is my favorite 
‘cause if I have a blend or something 
I’m like ‘ohh beauty face, perfect 
picture!’ Also I like how I can custom-
ize my keyboard, so my keyboard is 
a picture of a sunset in Paris. Another 
thing I like is that I don’t have to go 
through ITunes for everything and it’s 
really nice.
Camera Quality
I love the camera quality, and the thing 
is people with IPhones don’t know how 
to work our cameras so whenever they 
try and take a picture they’re like, ‘this 
camera sucks’ and I’m like ‘no, you just 
don’t know how to work it’ and when 
I compare pictures with them, mine’s 
always way better, because I actually 
know how to work my phone. 
Speaker Quality
The speakers are amazing, I love to turn 
my speakers up all the way when I’m in 
the shower and put it on my windowsill 
and I just jam out to my music. Oh when 
I’m on the bus and stuff and someone 
uses their IPhone to try and show a vid-
eo, and the speakers aren’t loud enough, 
and I’m just like ‘let me pull it up’ and 
everyone can hear it. It’s way louder. 
Storage
My phone has 16 GB internally, and I 
may not have one now, but I can always 
add an SD card for more memory.
Performance
My phone generally runs perfectly, but 
the keyboard stops every once in awhile, 
but then it will say ‘there’s a problem’ 
and I’ll just press okay and all I have to 
do is re-open the keyboard and it works 
again.  Other than that, I’ve never had 
anything else crash on me before.

Rilie Brathovd 10 Samsung Galaxy S3 (Interview)
Battery life
My phone consumes a lot of battery and I use it a lot, 
and I end up using 10% of my battery each class period.
Features
The voice-to-text helps me a lot so I know how to spell 
stuff, the multi-window works good too.
Camera Quality
Some pictures are good. Some don’t turn out very good, 
like when I try to zoom. It just doesn’t look good.
Speaker Quality
The speaker worked very well in crowded areas like the 
commons during lunch.
Durability
The screen’s not very good because I dropped it off the 
couch onto carpet and it broke.
Storage
My phone has 16 GB so it’s pretty decent.
Performance
My phone did glitch out sometimes, but not a lot.  Some-
times it would stop, but other times it would freeze but 
then keep on going.
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Student Spotlight: Gabriel Smith by Tasneem Osman
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       We all know that one person who is bright, talented 
beyond belief, and incredibly humble about it all. At first 
glance, Gabriel Smith seems like the typical teenage boy 
who carries this macho facade, cares more about his shoes 
than his grades, and cannot take anything seriously. How-
ever, pulling back the thick layer of Nike, soccer pants, and 
hoodies reveals one of the most amazing human beings. 
       Smith loves soccer and plays for our school’s team. 
“I love the competition, the soccer community, and the 
coaches at Thurston,” he said. “I’ve been playing since 7th 
grade... I really enjoy it even though I’m trash. It’s okay 
to be trash as long as you enjoy what you’re doing and try 
your best to improve.” Smith has been going to the gym, 
gaining more muscle for the season. “What I am looking 
forward to most is beating Timberline,” he said. 
       As if being a dedicated athlete was not good enough, 
Smith has a passion for photography. “I like being able to 
take pictures of all the events my friends and I do,” he said. 
He loves hiking and often takes pictures of the scenery. 
“Going hiking with my friends to Mt. Elinor was the first 
time really taking my camera out. It was a great learning 
experience and I got to have a lot of fun doing it!” he said.  
       Even furthering his camera skills, Smith has a passion 
for filmmaking. “I was trying to get into cinematography. 
I took a class that included both cinematography and 
photography at New Market and I loved it.” He is in our 
school’s Video Production Crew and takes a Film Produc-
tion class by doing Running Start. He is on track to getting 
his Associates in Arts: Emphasis in Digital Media.  
        “It’s pretty rad taking classes with him; it makes 
things a little more fun,” said Lucky Sisouvong. He sums 
up Gabriel by saying, “He is very fun to be around and he 
gets a lot of girls because he is really cute. He is also tal-
ented with cameras and sports; he’s D1 bound in soccer!”  
       He likes to play Monopoly, Super Smash Bros, and 
claims the Miami Dolphins are going to go 16-0 next year. 
Gabriel is a passionate, driven, and gifted young man. 
When he loves something, he puts his entire heart into it 
and excels. Though he does not see it in himself, those 
closest to him think the world of him. With a camera, he 
captures the beauty in the world and that shows in his 
spirit. Keep being great, Gabriel!

All photos pictured here are by Gabriel Smith

Video Production by CJ Lane

       One of the most exclusive classes at North 
Thurston is Video Production.  With a total of five 
official members, Video Production is an invite-
only class that doesn’t even exist on the NTHS 
class list.
Headed by Mr. Coker, the students enrolled in this 
class make videos year-round that are shown to the 
students, teachers, and district officials of North 
Thurston Public Schools.  From music videos about 
the RAMS acronym, to advice for freshmen, Video 
Production does it all. 
       As four of the five members are graduating this 
year, Junior Gabriel Smith will lead the future of 
Video Production. “It's sad that my close friends 
will be leaving this class and high school in gen-
eral,” Smith said, “But I'm also excited to start my 
last year of high school, taking over the class with 
the skills I learn from this year, and teaching them 

to whoever new is in the class... and learn from 
them”.  
       I myself am the longest standing member of 
Video Production, and this class has taught me 
more than any other class in high school.  Not only 
have I acquired skills in multiple programs includ-
ing Photoshop, Premiere, and After Effects, but I’ve 
also learned about the real world.  From scheduling 
interviews, to learning how to plan out shoots and 
angles for videos, I have picked up invaluable real 
world skills.  
       I believe that if one is passionate about Videog-
raphy and is willing to commit not only class time, 
but outside hours as well, that Video Production is 
the best class this school has to offer. 
       Current Video Production members: CJ Lane, 
Tasneem Osman, Lucky Sisouvong, Chivan Lim, 
and Gabriel Smith.

The Video Production Crew in the back of the library, where the storyboarding, script-
writing, editing, happen. 



Ten years ago, no one even knew what the heck the 
Guardians of the Galaxy was, but now people can’t even 
walk in a store without seeing any form of Guardians of the 
Galaxy merchandise. Comics have been in the background 
of many great films and it seems that these comic book 
movies are growing at an astonishing rate. It’s not even 
movies that are being affected by this comic trend, it’s also 
been seeping into television shows and sometime people 
wouldn’t even notice it. Heck, some viewers of the “Walk-
ing Dead” didn’t even know it was based off a comic. 
       Nowadays in terms of comic book movies, Marvel 
studios is on top, but in the late 70’s the best comic book 
movie was a DC (Detective Comics) superhero: Superman 
starring Christopher Reeves.   To many Superman movie 
fans, Reeves is one of the most iconic who played Super-
man.  The movie is technically one of the first big theatri-
cal superhero movies, and finally brought the spotlight on 
comic-book character films.  
       Thanks to the success of the Avengers, everyone knows 
what Marvel is, but little did anyone know that the first 
movie based on a Marvel comic was “Howard the Duck.” 
The movie was released in 1986 and was a huge flop, 
barely making any profit, but it was Marvel’s first movie, so 
it was a start to something big.  
       Following the cheesy comic film trend came Tim Bur-
ton’s Batman films, but the cheesiness of the films helped 
make them just that much better, and it also brought the 
amazing Batman suit with nipples.  Something went off in 
the comic movie business in the late 90’s and early 2000’s:  
film producers started adapting films more to reach an adult 
audience rather than just for children.  The original Spider-
man films showed movie viewers the potential for superhe-
ro movies, and that they should be taken seriously.  In 2005 
came “Batman Begins” directed by Christopher Nolan who 
took a comic book film and made it a piece of art.  Nolan 
managed to make it feel like a great film that also featured 
Batman in it too. The Summer of 2008 was when the first 
Iron Man movie came out. At the end of the credits was 
every comic book fan’s dream:  viewers saw Nick Fury talk 
to Tony Stark about the Avengers.  That made the trend for 
every Marvel studio’s movie to have an after-credits scene, 

and that led to all the Marvel studio’s movies living in the 
same universe. The Marvel movies set the standard for 
comic book movies and any other comic book-based films. 
Now DC comics and Marvel studios are having films set 
out until 2020. 
       The Adam West Batman show was the start to many 
comic readers’ love for Batman.  Adam West’s Batman is 
not the Batman people know today.  West’s Batman was 
the exact opposite of the new Ben Affleck Batman being 
advertised on DC Comics commercials.  West was jolly and 
colorful while Affleck is said to be dark and broody.  Sadly 
the original show was cancelled in 1968 because of low rat-
ings, but it was the start of comics being in a new medium 
rather than on paper.  
       Many of the comic book television shows were ani-
mated, like the famous 90’s X-men cartoon show. Since 
Disney purchased Marvel, Disney has utilized their control 
to show on their Disney XD channel which is more focused 
towards boys. Cartoon Network is also showing Teen Titans 
Go! This is a new and less serious take on the previous Teen 
Titans cartoon show. Within the last 2 years, DC comics 
has announced or already is showing 6 shows based on 
their books such as the Flash, Arrow, Gotham, Constantine, 
iZombie, and Supergirl. Marvel is about to start their new 
shows on Netflix starting with Daredevil, Jessica Jones, 
Luke Cage, and Iron Fist. While Marvel is also showing 
Agents of Shield and Agent Carter on the ABC network. 
The Walking Dead is also an amazing show that’s based 
on a comic with the same name. The show is treated like a 
short movie. It seems that there is a comic book show on 
for every day of the week.  
       Comic books have also benefitted from the mov-
ies and shows, because comic companies have had their 
highest sales ever in 2014. Comic companies have also 
made it easier for new readers with books always having a 
new jumping on point. Marvel studios and DC comics are 
confident in themselves to start making shows or movies 
based on some of their not so famous characters because 
they know that people will watch it. Comics always seem 
to be the source for many great films and it seems like they 
will always be.
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       “Well I wanted to feel pretty at school for once, so I decided to be all bold 
and wear heels. I was feeling really confident and everything. I was walking in 
the hall to my next class and someone complimented me on my outfit. I turned 
to say ‘thank you,’ but… I fell. I tripped right over my heels. So, no more fancy 
days for me.”

So That Happened... By Hannah Negash and
                       Kirsten Mancillas

An anonymous way to tell your funny, embarrassing stories to the whole school!
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       “So over winter break I got  really sick, 
like I had to go into the hospital and every-
thing. I’m always telling my mom that I 
have Ebola or anything bad that happens is 
because of Ebola. Well whenever we were in 
the hospital my doctor walked in, shook my 
hand and told me a little about him, he had 
mentioned he was from Ghana, Africa. As I 
was shaking his hand, my mom says ‘yeah, 
she has ebola,’ and starts laughing hysterical-
ly. Of course, my doctor didn’t take this as a 
laughing matter  since he had just touched my 
hand. Also, the deer-in-the-headlight look in 
his face said it all.  I had a good time explain-
ing to him I have never been to West Africa.”

       “I usually am never up for sushi ok. I actually used to hate it with a passion, 
but… My friend forced me to go to the ‘best sushi place ever’. We got there 
and I already didn’t want to eat anything. Although, I’m open to new things so 
of course I tried some sushi. It actually wasn’t that bad. I started to like it, until 
I made the mistake of trying the raw fish. I sat at the table for 2 whole minutes 
trying to swallow that. It wasn’t happening. Actually, I felt it coming back up. 
So I sprinted all the way to the bathroom. Never. Again... Ever.”

        “Okay I really hate admitting this 
but in 7th grade, I fell straight on my 
butt… Right after I said I wasn’t going 
too. We were running the ‘warrior lap’ 
and it was pouring down rain. My friend 
and I were kind of racing to see who 
could finish first, and we were coming 
up to that tiny little grass hill next to 
Chinook. My friend looks over to me 
and says, ‘You better slow down, you’re 
gonna fall,’ while laughing. So obvi-
ously, I had to prove her wrong. I started 
sprinting. Next thing I know, I’m sliding 
down the hill on my butt. She didn’t 
even stop to help me; she just ran past 
laughing.”

Travelers United 
by Andrew Clayville  
       All the way from Nevada to Maine, or from the 
mountains to the plains, or to anywhere else in the 
world. We hear stories about all these events that take 
place in towns and cities and backroad get-togethers. 
Anything from lobster fishing to skydiving to dis-
covering a passion, the stories one can carry are truly 
remarkable. A wise and incredibly creative man once 
said, “Oh, the places you’ll go!” 
       As for myself, I have been to a few places in my 
time, areas like Hawaii, California, Oregon, Idaho, 
and others. I am always up for talking about my 
trips, as well as showing pictures, little emblems, or 
souvenirs that I got from them. The stories are end-
less, crazy, entertaining, and just downright fun to 
talk about! I have been to around five or more places. 
That’s quite a lot, if you have not traveled much, but 
I’m sure many of you have traveled even more. 
Continued on page 13.

Comics in Mainstream Media by Jacoby Salcedo
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Minecraft
by Tierra McCarty

I overheard something vaguely disturbing a 
while ago in Digital Imaging class. “If you download 
those games to your folders, you can get suspended.” I 
finished my photoshop work early for once, and I was 
playing Minecraft. With this threat hanging over my 
head, I stopped playing for fear of my highschool career. 
However, upon investigation, it seems that the warning 
my interviewee and I received had nothing much to back 
it up. 
 Senior Greg Holland has been playing minecraft 
for a long time, and occasionally during class. “Four 
winters ago, when I started playing another game, World 
of Warcraft, I played the two games back-and-forth. I 
favored WoW, however I do play minecraft still quite 
frequently,” he said. “I also play Minecraft in my fifth 
and sixth period classes, and have many current projects I 
am working on.”
 The clarity of the rules regarding the use of 
Minecraft during school is rather clouded; and I have 
received a variety of conflicting answers up until I inter-
viewed our district Director of Technology.

Depending on the severity of the content, 
students will be disciplined accordingly. For infractions 

such as downloading music, games, or other media, 
students can temporarily lose access to school comput-
ers. Students downloading such material should then ask 
themselves, is the risk worth the reward?
 However, school suspension is the kind of pun-
ishment reserved for having more inappropriate material, 
like pornography, bomb threats, or copies of test answers, 
stored in ones Home folder. The way I understand it, a 
student would probably have to have a large number of 
warnings before they are suspended for something as 
minor as Minecraft.

Director Derek Stewart, commented, “If we 
see something that’s not supposed to be there, we’ll 
just delete it.” Technology support exercises the right 
to search through student’s Home folders, and do so to 
free up space, keep us safe, and enforce security. They 
silently delete files, often without notifying the student, 
in hopes that the student would catch on and realize their 
mistake.  Repeat offenders or students with an abundance 
of files that violate the district acceptable use policy will 
be reported to the school.

The use of Minecraft during school is, arguably, 
an important factor towards the more creative student’s 
mental health. “Yes, students should be able to use it 

                  

           PC vs. Concole  by Alex Sempeck                                  
        There has been a war going on for some time. Specifically, it is a war 
   between personal computers and game consoles. A popular question asked 
is, “Which do you prefer, PC or console?” I have gone around and asked 
students this very question to see which is popular among gamers (Note that 
this is not a prediction of what the school thinks, and is for entertainment 
reasons only). 
       Out of sixty people asked, 34 said they preferred console gaming and 
26 said they preferred PC gaming. 
       A common comment for those who prefer the game consoles were that 
it was easier for them to connect to other people, and that compatibility 
issues were rare. This is true among consoles. Connecting to other people 
and chatting with them is easy, since consoles were designed for the pur-
pose of gaming and engaging with other people.  However, drawbacks to 
console gaming are that the user is only limited to gaming on a console 
and other players with the same console. The companies behind the con-
soles have frequent system updates to keep the machines running, since 

components within the console cannot be upgraded. 
        On the side of the PC’s, common explanations were that per-
sonal computers can be built to satisfy a user’s specifications, and that 
computers overall perform better. Since PC gaming is not specified 
with any unique computer, one can play with anyone over a huge 
community. Computer components can be swapped out and replaced, 
if the owner chooses, to allow for higher performance. Drawbacks to 
computer gaming is that it can be rather expensive. Owning a good 
gaming computer can cost around $700, and the owner will have to 
keep changing its components to meet the requirements for newer 
games.
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The hero of Childhoods
by Emily Scott

The Legend of Zelda game franchise, first brought 
to the public in 1986, has come to be one of Nintendo’s most 
popular role-playing games. With popularity and interest 
from all age ranges, this twenty eight year old citizen in the 
world of gaming has proven to be a real legend. 

Currently with seventeen canon games in the series, 
most would think they would stop here, but, luckily for us 
Zelda fans, they won’t. Nintendo employee, Eiji Aonuma 
has stated in previous interviews that a new Zelda game will 
be coming to the Wii U in June of this year. With this knowl-
edge, I think I would be content if I were to drop dead the 
moment I manage to play it. Well, maybe not, there is still 
important grown up things I want to do like file taxes and 
pay off a mortgage (not really, I’m just trying to accurately 
portray how much this pleases my inner nerdling). 

Zelda has held a special place in my own life for as 
long as I can remember. I remember sitting in my Cranium 
foam pole fort, sipping Capri Sun and trying to figure out 
where the heck the “Z” button is on a Nintendo 64 control-
ler. I remember sitting in the back seat of the car, looking for 
seashells and angling the Gameboy Advance so it caught the 
sunlight while also trying to keep my neck from cramping. 
I remember getting frustrated over A Link to The Past and 
the difficulties in older games that newer games now lack. I 
remember opening the Wii on Christmas 2010 and looking 
in absolute eagerness at the Twilight Princess game inside. 
I remember first discovering a bit of my own writing ability 
when someone on social media asked me to write them a 
short story about Zelda. I remember freaking out every time 
a Beamos shot me with its laser eye beam (and I still do). I 
remember using Zelda as a recreational activity because I 
never had many friends growing up. I remember innocent 
fun that has stayed with me for well over a decade. 
For me, the Zelda franchise is more than just a franchise. 
Whatever you may call Link, whether it be the Hero of 
Time, Hero of Winds, or Hero of Legend, I believe he is 
truly something greater; The Hero of Childhoods.

such as downloading music, games, or other media, 
students can temporarily lose access to school comput-
ers. Students downloading such material should then ask 
themselves, is the risk worth the reward?
 However, school suspension is the kind of pun-
ishment reserved for having more inappropriate material, 
like pornography, bomb threats, or copies of test answers, 
stored in ones Home folder. The way I understand it, a 
student would probably have to have a large number of 
warnings before they are suspended for something as 
minor as Minecraft.

Director Derek Stewart, commented, “If we 
see something that’s not supposed to be there, we’ll 
just delete it.” Technology support exercises the right 
to search through student’s Home folders, and do so to 
free up space, keep us safe, and enforce security. They 
silently delete files, often without notifying the student, 
in hopes that the student would catch on and realize their 
mistake.  Repeat offenders or students with an abundance 
of files that violate the district acceptable use policy will 
be reported to the school.

The use of Minecraft during school is, arguably, 
an important factor towards the more creative student’s 
mental health. “Yes, students should be able to use it 

during school,” said Holland, “It’s a creative and unique 
experience that can teach you about the world and how 
to use your mind. People need this during school because 
it’s a stimulant.”  Some schools like Nisqually and Kom-
achin actually own the educational version of Minecraft 
for students to play.

Many minecrafters have come to love the game 
because of the sense of freedom it provides. “I enjoy 
going on “expeditions”. I leave my abode that I’ve 
created with nothing but food, tools, and weapons, and 
leave sometimes for weeks (in-game), and tunnel into 
the earth miles away from my virtual home.” People play 
minecraft with their friends in the computer labs, or in 
the library at lunch. To some, Minecraft is addictive, but 
to others it can be a great stress reliever. The creativity 
one can express by building is basically infinite. “I love 
to build organized hamlets, with everything from an 
enchanter’s workshop to a ranch, with animals ranging 
from horses to chickens. On top of that I love to experi-
ment with redstone, and my latest invention is a double-
barrel TNT cannon made of obsidian.” Minecraft can be 
purchased off of it’s website for around $20.
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Teacher and NT Staff Hobbies They do more than grade your tests...

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
     “I like to play golf when I get time. 
It’s something I’ve done for many years. 
I get to busy sometimes so I don’t get 
to do it as often as I would like. But it’s 
great way to spend time with friends and 
people I enjoy, and getting to hang out.”

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

       One of the unknown heroes of North 
Thurston is none other than Mr. Cabana-
tan in the LRC.  You may know him 
as the the tech savvy man helping with 
assemblies, or the helpful guy at lunch 
who helps you with your homework.  If 
you’ve ever wondered what Mr. Cabana-
tan does outside of school, however, the 
answer may surprise you.  
       Mr. Cabanatan, when he’s not re-
modeling his house, is busy playing the 
guitar.  Whether it’s giving lessons, or 
just simply chilling out and playing his 
favorite song, Mr. Cabanatan is always 
looking for some time to play his music.  
The hobby started back in Junior High, 
“back when the Beatles and Rolling 
Stones were big, everybody wanted a 
guitar,” says Cabanatan.  Music is so fun 
for him because there is always “new 
popular music” and  “always something 
new and fun to learn”.  Mr. Cabanatan 
had this piece of advice for anyone 
wanting to get into music: “Learn to play 
songs that you like, the whole point is to 
enjoy the music you like.”  
                                             

Ms. Dalebout
 
 
 
 
 

 
     
 

Ms. Enlow
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       “I don’t know! I have a three year 
old, so my hobby is pretty much doing 
activities with her. I would say I spend a 
lot of time at Skateland because my hus-
band does roller hockey and my daughter 
just learned how to put roller skates on.”

Mr. RoodMr. Cabanatan

  
          
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

      Mr. Moffatt is our wonderful digital 
photo and web design teacher, who hap-
pens to do the same with his “time con-
suming” hobby of editing videos and the 
photos he takes. He has been doing his 
hobby for “15 years or so,” he says. He 
enjoys editing videos of the wonderful 
memories he, his wife, and kids created.

Mr. Wienski

Mr. Patchen 

Mr. Moffatt

       What a Turkey! As we all know, Mr. 
Wienski got elected to be a Turkey for the 
Thanksgiving food drive at school--Con-
gratulations! Not only is he a Turkey, but 
a minister at the Universal Life Church.  
       Mr. Wienski also has plenty of hob-
bies he loves to do.  He works out in the 
morning, solves crosswords and Sudoku, 
goes kayaking, and has a wonderful time 
taking care of his MGBs; but of course 
we cannot forget that he loves to spend 
time with his wife.  
       He started these hobbies as long ago 
as he can remember, so he has been inter-
ested in them for a lifetime. They wake 

him up, keep him going, and he enjoys 
them. He states that composing music is 
his biggest and absolute favorite hobby.
       Mr. Wienski says he stays with these 
hobbies because, “Once you start the hob-
bies and get a big interest in them, it is 
hard to back away. It becomes an addic-
tion to you, really.” 
       Some of Mr. Wienski’s favorite 
moments, for example, happen when he 
goes kayaking. He enjoys watching the 
osprey and the eagles. He states that there 
is no real hard part of these hobbies, “Just 
do what you need to do, and you will 
accomplish great things. It is not hard. 

+Find something you know you could fall 
in love with and make it part of your life. 
It is worth it,” he said.
       The hopes he has for furthering his 
hobbies is keeping them and finding new 
ones along the way. He said, “Life is one 
big learning experience, live up to it.”  
       Mr. Wienski has three dogs, one of 
which is so smart that he ended up getting 
onto Facebook! Mr. Wienski also com-
poses his own style music with computers 
and MIDI synthesizers!
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       One of our awesome science teachers 
Mr.Patchen has some pretty interesting 
hobbies. After asking what his favorite 
hobbies were he answered with a few that 
many of us may have not known. “I like 
cooking, bird watching, wild crafting, 
gardening, and backpacking.” Wild craft-
ing is when one goes into the wild and 
gathers various plants to use and learn 
about. Backpacking is when someone 
takes everything they need to survive and 
will spend a few days in the wild. 

       Lisa’s favorite hobby is watching 
basketball. “I played as a kid and then 
I went to college, and my kids and my 
niece play; I coached for awhile too. My 
sister Dina and Georgie played, so I just 
did what they did because I thought they 
were cool. They’re not.”  Her favorite 
moment when she was a player was her 
game high of 30 points back in high 
school. Her Pierce College team was 
inducted into the Hall of Fame! She says 
“I’m very competitive. I hate to lose, and 
I hate when my kids’ teams lose. It’s bad. 
I’m trying to manage my blood pres-
sure...” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
       “I coach basketball, girls basketball; I 
also train. It’s called Anderson Athletics-
-it’s a basketball training company that 
I own. I train kids, college students, and 
professionals.  So my hobbies are train-
ing, fundamentals, and basketball.” 

Mr. Anderson

by CJ Lane by Tasneem Osman by Jennifer Yates by Tasneem Osman

by Alex Sempeck

by Tasneem Osman

by Robbie McGough

by Robbie McGough



      The frigid air has 
started coming again. 
I cannot feel it in my 
bare branches, but I do 
notice the humans pass 
by far less frequently, 
and when they do, their 
winter coat has increased 
dramatically. 
      A woman walks 
through the park, her 
shoulders shivering. Her 

breath swirls and pools around her and her curly red hair, 
barely contained by her hood, is slightly dampened from 
the dense fog cover. She adjusts her collar with numb 
fingers before quickly stuffing them back in her pockets. 
      After she passes, the girl from a few months ago 
walks by. She is with the young boy who was picked up 
by his mother a few weeks later. She walks with a dif-
ferent kind of sadness in her eyes, not a frustration, but 
a simplified acceptance. Her hazelnut hair hangs around 
her shoulders a neat little mess. The boy looks not much 
different from what he did, his still childlike face a bit 
puffy. Whether that be from the weather or an emotional 
disturbance, I do not know. 
      “Funny, that all this happens this way,” she says, 
looking toward the boy. “I expected the pain to stop, but 
it’s still the same.”
      “Yeah, Sarah,” he attempts to pull the side of his 
mouth into a half hearted grin, but gives up, letting his 
mouth fall into a grimace, uncharacteristic of his youth. 
“How are you dealing with this?”
      “Me?” she chuckles, a frosty plume of condensation 
gathering around her nose. “Honestly, I thought it would 
be easier.”
      His pulls the skin tight around his eyes. “Why?”

      She ruffs up his hair with her hand. “Eh, you’ll learn 
when you’re older,” she says, a somber smile in her 
cheeks.
      “Why does everyone say that?” he groans. “It isn’t 
like I don’t understand some of what’s going on.”
      “True,” she tilts her head to the side. “But some 
things aren’t meant for little ears.”
      He rolls his eyes. “I’m not little. I’m thirteen.”
      She pushes his shoulder, a smile teasing at the corners 
of her mouth. “When are you supposed to be home, 
anyway?”
      He pulls out a phone. “Five minutes ago.”
      “Jeremy, you really should go home on time,” she 
says, furrowing her brows. 
      “It’s not really like my mom cares,” he says, throwing 
his hands up.
      “Go home, now, or I’m not going to let you borrow 
the Playstation next weekend,” she says, her monotone 
voice showing a bit of previously nonexistent terseness.
      “Fine,” he says, smiling up at her before turning 
around and heading down the sidewalk, his speed slow-
ing down a hundred feet or so away. He lifts the back of 
his hand to his face before letting it fall back down. 
      My dear, sorrow is not conducive to my health. 
I’ve noticed that in years where sorrow is more present 
than happiness, my leaves will wilt much faster and my 
branches will droop much farther. 
      From what I know of the boy, he once frequented this 
park with a blood relative of the young woman referred 
to as Sarah. From a very young age, they spent hours 
beneath my shade. Despite the drastic age difference 
(Sarah’s relative was at least five snows older than the 
Jeremy boy), they definitely seemed to have a bond. 
      The Sarah girl watches the boy as he makes his way 
out of her line of sight, then she sits on the bench. She 
sighs. Tracing her fingers on the metal carvings of the 

armrest, she closes her eyes, listening to the gentle hum 
of nothing. She lifts her hand back up and drops her 
cheek onto her palm, a soft breath escaping from between 
her chapped lips. “I don’t get it,” she drops her hand 
again and shakes her head. “I don’t get it, when did it 
have to get this hard?” A few tears roll down her cheeks. 
“I wanted it to stop... but I didn’t want this. My dad, my 
brother, they didn’t deserve this,” she closes her eyes for 
another moment. “Swerving off the road in an angry fury, 
it wasn’t anything more than a moment. A situational 
passing,” she stands up again, her fragile smile shattered. 
“My brother might have been a jerk, but...” she sits back 
down again. “But they didn’t deserve it; my dad was a 
good man; my brother was learning how to be,” she looks 
up into my leaves, her eyes a pool of bloodshot blue. 
      One of the many shortcomings of being a tree is the 
stationary aspect. The most I can offer anyone of the 
human race who is in turmoil is a wave of my branches 
or a quick falling of leaves. I don’t know what it is, but 
deep within my core, there is a throbbing. It aches, like 
pain, but not quite. I am in no danger, yet my insides are 
reacting as if something is very wrong. Is this an inkling 
of the human emotion they refer to as “sadness”? Shall I 
ever even know? I think not. 
      She allows her arm to hang over the armrest, 
gooseflesh growing up the back of her hands after a bit 
of time. Looking down at the ground, she picks up one 
of the few fallen leaves that have not yet been gathered 
by the groundskeepers. She spins it slowly, roughly half 
a foot away from her face, then drops it into her lap. She 
takes it up in her other hand, then begins to tear it almost 
clean down the middle, using only her thumbs and index 
fingers. Closing it in her palm, carefully folding the two 
misshapen halves into the creases of her hand, she stands 
and begins to leave. As she walks, the wrinkled remains 
of my leaf drop from between her fingers.
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Barrel Racing by Samantha Roth

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       Running up the aisle, 40 mph, blind to the first turn, 
not breathing, adrenaline racing through my veins, the 
crowd screaming, white noise everywhere. 
       Barrel Racing. I spend 1,248 hours of my year and 
five to six days a week practicing, all for a 15 second run. 
Blood, sweat, and tears are poured into this sport. It’s 
much more than a hobby, it’s a way of life.  
       When someone asks me what I want to do with my 

life, I tell them I want to make it to the National Finals 
Rodeo (NFR), and they have no clue what I mean so they 
just look at me funny. Frankly, they don’t know what I’m 
talking about when I say Barrel Racing.  
       Barrel Racing is a timed rodeo event dominated by 
women where there are three barrels set up like a triangle. 
You can either run to the left barrel or the right barrel 
first, but you have to maintain a clover-leaf pattern. 
       I’ve had so many people tell me that Barrel Rac-
ing isn’t a sport, and that aggravates me. Barrel Racing 
is one of the most heart stopping and risky sports out 
there. You’re running at about 40 mph on top of a 1,200 
lb animal, hoping they’ll turn a tight three foot circle to 
continue to the next barrel. All of this while maintaining 
your speed, balance, and concentration. 
       The NFR is one of the biggest rodeo finals in the 
world. It’s held in Las Vegas, Nevada at the Thomas and 
Mack Center every year in December for 10 days. The 
best of the best compete to win around $20,000 a day for 
first place and many other prizes, like a brand-new Ram 
truck for most money won in a single event. 
       As Sheri Cervi once said, “You mentally get ahold of 
yourself and don’t let that moment control you. You go 
do what you’ve done a million times. You go get around 
three barrels.” Before every race I tell myself that. I have 
had previous issues with blacking out before my first turn 
because the adrenaline is so intense, so I have to have im-
mense concentration or I won’t remember my run at all.  

       No one really knows how extreme it is until they 
get on a horse that was trained for this event. My horse, 
Shrimp, I bought in Canada, and she has been racing 
since she was 6 and she is now 16. She knows what she’s 
doing better than I do, most of the time. She has taken 
me through small competitions, Junior rodeo, large divi-
sion races, and many, many Finals races. I’ve won seven 
buckles and uprights of $2,500 in the past couple years I 
have been competitively racing. 
       People may think I just sit there or I only win be-
cause my horse is fast,  but it’s a team event. I have to 
trust my horse knowing she’s going to wrap around the 
barrel and power out of it to our next, keeping her foot-
ing, ignoring the crowd, and focus on her job.  
       When someone asks me what I want to do when I get 
older, I tell them that I want to make it to the NFR. The 
very first time I heard the crowd screaming my name, I 
knew this is what I wanted to do for the rest of my life; 
my dream is to keep climbing to the top of the world 
standings. There is no way I do all this alone, so I am im-
mensely thankful to have such an amazing horse to take 
me on this journey.  
       If you and your horse don’t connect, you will not 
succeed. Shrimp is the biggest blessing I have ever come 
across in my life. She is not just my horse, she’s my 
partner.
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Below is the list of the DECA students that qualified in 
1st and 2nd places
1st place – Food Marketing -  Paige Avery
1st place -  Retail Merchandising  - Franciso Rangel
1st place – Marketing Communication Team – Rachel 
Pierson and Tyanin Opdahl
1st place – Travel and Tourism Marketing Team – Katie 
Sisson and Emily Arend
2nd place Accounting Services – Shelby Hageman
2nd place Human Resources Management – Meghan 
Anderson
2nd place Buying and Merchandising Team – Bayley Nor-
ton and Alexa Fajardo
2nd place Hospitality Services Team – Annie Koehler and 
Katie Demiere

       North Thurston’s DECA chapter 
makes a great showing at the Regional 
8 DECA competition on January 14, 
2015.  Students from North Thurston 
competed against 364 students from 
Region 8 for the top 4 spots in 25 dif-
ferent categories.  
       North Thurston had 27  DECA 
members place in the top 4 and quali-
fied to compete at the Washington 
State DECA competition in March.   It 
was an amazing showing for North 
Thurston DECA.

DECA Goes To State

       In the begin-
ning there was just 
a community team. 
It was filled with 
amazing people 
that wanted to see 
what would hap-
pen when a robot 
is built to conquer a challenge. This 
team’s name is The Crew. The team 
may not have gone far in FTC (First 
Tech Challenge), but they still started 
the legacy of the North Thurston High 
School’s Robotics/ Science club. The 
summer after the team’s first season 
they reunited to have a comeback. 
That year due to new freshmen and 
lots of upperclassmen help the new 
teams were able to make a clear state-

ment to the community as 

rookie team’s. The once family 
funded team became two teams 
that could be now know as a 
club through North Thurston.
       Throughout the year the 
two teams, Jaktd Jadda (JJ) and 

Radioactive 
Chinchillas 
(RC) spread 
their name to 
the communi-
ty. After Jaktd 
Jadda’s season 
they realized 
that each year 
they needed to 
be better. Next 
year the two 

teams wanted the community to know 
the North Thurston Robotic teams by 
name. We had a lot of work to do!
       As this year rolled around JJ and 
RC knew that the new freshmen would 
bring to the club different sets of skills 
to help accomplish the goal we set. 
The Crew, an all rookie team (mostly 
consisting of freshmen) helped guide 
us on the right track by winning their 
first competition of the season. Many 
of the other teams from the competing 
schools were impressed that they were 

able to do it. 
       The NTHS Robotics/ Science club 
has grown from just one team to 3 
fully functioning teams. The Science 
club has had to overcome many ob-
stacles in the short years as a club. The 
most prominent hurdle was figuring 
out a way to communicate throughout 
the club to the members as well as 
finding a way to spread awareness in 
the school. To overcome the hurdle of 
communication we enlisted the help 
of Mr. Coker, he suggested we set up 
a team and Club email. This helped 
greatly! Another hurdle was spread-
ing awareness to our school that we 
were here. Robotics Club enlisted the 
help of the up and coming Art Club. 
We asked the art club members if they 
could help our teams to create designs 
and logos. This gave them the opportu-
nity to show off their artwork. 
       After all the hurdles that were 
jumped, our hard work paid off 
because two of the three teams were 
able to move up to state level. The 
club continues to work hard to spread 
awareness to the school and communi-
ty how we plan on changing the world 
with technology.

Making a Statement NTHS Robotics Teams In Action
by Ariah Perez 

       The Woodworking Club is a 
place for students to work on wood 
shop and community service projects. 
One of the projects is a special stool 
which will be sent to the Veteran’s 
Affairs department.  There is a picnic 
table ready to go to a local pre-
school.  Alyssa Neely, the leader of 
the group, is planning other projects 
such as benches and coffee tables. 
They come up with ideas for 3 or so 
projects to create for communities 

that may need or want them. The only 
time they meet up is in school on 
activity days. Requirement to join is 
to speak to Mr. McCracken to get a 
pass from him.  They are looking to 
meet after school more often, so they 
can become more of a team and focus 
on the new projects.  They occasion-
ally go out to movies and hang out 
together. Go to Room #114 if you are 
interested and see Mr. McCracken or 
see Alyssa.

Woodworking Club by Andrew Clayville

       Key Club Division 38 is a community 
service based club that works with the Kiwanis 
organization on projects that help others. Right now 
they are working on a plan to eliminate maternal 
and neonatal tetanus, a disease that affects children 
and pregnant mothers in very negative and scary 
ways. This disease takes the innocent lives of 
60,000 babies and an incredible amount of women 
each year. The effects are scary; newborns suffer 
repeated, painful convulsions and have extreme 
sensitivity to light and touch. You can read more 
about this at the Kiwanis webpage.    
        Key Club is busy with multiple projects all 
the time so they keep very busy. The club has 
been running at our school for about 3 to 4 years. 
They have Divisional Council Meetings (DCM) 
with the next one being in March. North Thurston 
High School student Sharon Lee was elected 
Lieutenant Governor for our whole district recently, 
something that the district has never voted on 
before. Congratulations!  The admission for joining 
is $15. See Ms. Carisa Ward, the adviser, for more 
information.

KeyClub by Andrew Clayville
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Boys Basketball:
Wins: 6
Losses: 12 “If I know the match-

up is good I get a little 
nervous, but I don’t let 
it show, I love playing 
basketball with this 
group so it’s always ex-
citing.” 
–Hunter Nielsen

Wrestling:
Wins: 3              Losses: 4
This year the wrestling team 
has a few prospects who are 
looking to go to state, which 
include people like Dante 
Thomas, Alberto Rivera, and 
Michael La Frenier.

Boys Swim:
Wins: 8 
Losses: 0

Bowling: Going to State Feb. 
6-7 at Narrows Plaza
Wins: 11                 Losses: 5
 Gina Kim
Megan Hall
Maranda Martin
Larissa Sharwark
Cortnie Brathovd

Girls Basketball:
Wins: 7
Losses: 10

Cheer: 3rd in State

Hayley Niles Chyna Hadley Alexis Ross Malia Akalirai Annelies Dahmen

Aaron Stone

Darren Sroor

Gunner NielsenSeth Meredith, Darren Sroor

       The times that I traveled to Hawaii were always interesting. The 
trips were like dreams I would have any night. On one of my visits, we 
stayed up in one of the highest rooms of the hotel. During that day there 
was a thunderstorm. At first, we thought it was just a giant rain cloud, but 
then we heard ear-burstingly loud thunder. I was worried that it would 
strike out the power. Luckily it didn’t, but it struck right next to the giant 
window that I was standing by. Imagine standing next to a window the 
size of a wall, and lightning striking so close that it rattles. I was terrified. 
I thought, “Did that really just happen?” It was cool, but at the same time 
it was “shocking”. Like I say, “That was a shocking experience!” I love 
saying that. The jokes that are the worst can be the best at times.
       But that’s enough about me, I’d like to hear about you. Have you 
traveled anywhere interesting? What sort of things did you do there? What 
type of cultural differences existed between here and where you visited? 
Anything else compelling about the area you visited? Here at the Ram-
Page, we would love to hear your stories. If you have anything that you 
would like to share, please email the RamPage at nthsrampage@gmail.
com. There is a high probability that your submission may be published in 
the next issue.

Travelers United Continued by Andrew Clayville



Entertainment
Rams’ Reviews

  

Torrence Tornado
by Ashlynn Retzlaf

        When the credits started to roll after Unbroken, 
waves of inspiration and pride seem to wash over every 
theater seat. Despite being brutally difficult to watch in 
some parts, there is no doubt that the story is beautifully 
redeeming in the end. But all of this credit must go to 
the man himself. The film was amazing and beauti-
fully directed, but the unfortunately, and recently, late 
Louis (“Louie”) Zamperini is the one to be admired and 
remembered.  
       Born in New York and growing up in Torrance, 
California, Louie earned the reputation of a troublemak-
er from a young age in the small town. He stole anything 
that he couldn’t often have; food, alcohol, cigarettes. 
Each time he would recount his juvenile robberies in 
later years, he would always conclude with, “And then 
I ran like mad.” After competing in a race to impress a 
group of freshman girls at his high school, he progres-
sively realized that all of that running from bakers and 
other fellow Torrance citizens had payed off. After 
reluctantly being persuaded to join the track team by his 
brother, Zamperini was soon running a 4:21.3 mile and 
on his way to the 1936 Olympics in Berlin. 
       Even amidst swastikas and strict rule, Louie 
remained himself; at one point climbing up a flagpole 

outside of the German chancellery and stealing a Nazi 
flag, while being chased by yelling guards. When his 
Olympic moment came in the last lap of the 5,000 
meter final, running the final lap in a mere 56 seconds, 
Zamperini met an elusive figure. Adolf Hitler had 
Zamperini called over to him and looked down at him, 
simply muttering the phrase, “Ah, you’re the boy with 
the fast finish.” Though his running time in Berlin was 
admirable, Louie’s real goal was the 1940 Tokyo Olym-
pic games. Inevitably, after enrolling in the Air Force, 
dropping out because of airsickness, then being drafted, 
Zamperini was sent to Hawaii to be assigned to a WWII 
B-24 Liberator, nicknamed the Super Man, as a bombar-
dier. The B-24 was a bomber not particularly favored for 
its construction, some calling it the “flying coffin.” After 
a couple of successful air raids on Japanese occupied is-
lands, and the Super Man virtually killed from Japanese 
fire, Louie’s crew was sent up on a rescue mission with 
a shaky plane, called the Green Hornet. It never reached 
it’s destination.

With two of four engines blown in the middle 
of the Pacific, the Liberator dove into the ocean. Only 
three of the eleven men resurfaced: Louie, Phillips, the 
pilot, and a new tail gunner nicknamed Mac. Two of the 
men, Louie and Phillips, survived a brutal 47 days at sea, 
drifting too far west to be discovered by rescue planes, 
and eventually drifting onto the Marshall Islands. They 

were currently occupied by the Japanese Navy.
Initially sent to “Execution Island” after being 

spotted by an enemy boat, Louie was eventually sent to 
a prisoner camp. Zamperini was immediately targeted 
by the sadistic camp commander, Mutsuhiro (“Bird”) 
Watanabe, who at one instance lined up the prisoners to 
each hit Louie in the face one time. In a final moment of 
strength and perseverance for Louie, now practically a 
skeleton, the Bird ordered Louie to hold a wooden plank 
above his head. If he dropped it, a guard was to shoot 
him. After 37 minutes of this, the Bird charged at him 
and knocked him to the ground in an embarrassed rage, 
while all of the prisoners watched. The war was an-
nounced over shortly later. Louie’s strength had carried 
him to the end of imprisonment.  

Thanking his faith for keeping him alive, Louie 
spent the rest of his life dedicated to his religion. He 
later returned to Japan to formally forgive all of his cap-
tors, where only Watanabe refused a meeting. He even-
tually carried the torch in the 1998 Olympics, four days 
before his 81st birthday. In his autobiography, Devil At 
My Heels, Louie wrote, “All I want to tell young people 
is that you’re not going to be anything in life unless you 
learn to commit to a goal. You have to reach deep within 
yourself to see if you are willing to make the sacrifices.” 
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       Part three of The Hobbit: Battle of the Five 
Armies premiered December 17, 2014. The journey 
of Bilbo Baggins is very well known and had many 
people anticipating the release of the final movie. 
There was no passive introduction in the beginning 
of the film; it rapidly opened to where the second 
motion picture left off. 
       The actor who played Bilbo Baggins, Martin 
Freeman, portrayed his character very well through-
out the entire series. Along with his fellow costars, 
such as Ian McKellen (Gandalf) and Richard Armit-
age (Thorin). They all brought the book to life in a 
fierce but heartfelt series.  

       From orcs to giant trolls, the plotline was filled 
with profound scenes that filled the audience with 
anticipation. The entire screenplay was based around 
the battle of the five armies, therefore the action was 
immense. The visuals were intricately put together to 
create a realistic illustration of Middle Earth. The en-
tire movie was filled with fantastic costume, makeup, 
and wardrobe creations.  
       After 78 years, The Hobbit and The Lord of the 
Rings series has come to an end. The entire series 
has been such an extraordinary journey. The storyline 
is unique and will continue to captivate readers and 
moviegoers all over the globe.

The Hobbit: Battle Of the Five Armies   by Samantha Roth and Mariah Silva                                        

The Pinkprint By Mariah Silva

       Nicki Minaj released her third studio album, The 
Pinkprint on December 15, 2014, by Young Money, Cash 
Money, and Republic Records. The album differs from 
Minaj’s sophomore album, Pink Friday: Roman Reload-
ed, which had a very dance-pop aspect; The Pinkprint 
focuses more on her hip-hop roots. 

       The first song, All Things Go, opens the album with 
a sped up R&B beat, but acquires a hip-hop edge to it. 
The lyrics paint a picture of Nicki’s life before Young 
Money, and everything she suffered through along the 
way. The second track, I Lied, starts off with a smooth 
beat that gradually develops into an earnest sound. The 
context holds remembrance of frigid times along with 
many profound memories from her previous love affair. 

       Even though Minaj has many songs on her album 
that are heartfelt, that didn’t stop her from delivering hits 
that are seductive and vibrant. Nicki collaborated with 
Ariana Grande for Get On Your Knees to create a racy 
and sensuous song. Track five, Feeling Myself, features 
Beyoncé and brings a very provocative vibe to the table. 

       From her radio hits to her featurings, Nicki’s music 
has always been a crowd pleaser. She continues to grow 
as an artist by experimenting with music. Nicki tells 
her story through The Pink-
print in a way that she has 
never done before. This pas-
sionate album is a reminder to 
fans why they fell in love with 
Nicki Minaj to begin with.
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       Here at the Rampage, we have a diverse and unique staff behind the scenes, creating the paper. Every is-
sue we will include a “Meet the Staff” section so you can read all about the people behind the articles.

Advertising Policy
The RamPage staff reserves the right to refuse any advertis-
ing that we believe to be factually inaccurate, designed to 
mislead, defraud, or delude, and/or containing detrimental, 
vengeful, or unsubstantiated attacks. We will not publish any 
advertisements that sell and/or offer services illegal for all 
persons under 18 to possess, buy or use. All advertising in the 
RamPage must be appropriate; we will not accept any adver-
tisements that are derogatory, obscene, that create potential 
danger, or that creates disruption to  the school. Advertise-
ments in the RamPage do not necessarily represent the views 
or endorsements of the RamPage staff or the North Thurston 
faculty, administration, or the North Thurston School Board.

Pictures by Tiffany C
han

 
       Ashlynne is our awesome columnist here in the Rampage! Her favorite thing to do 
for the RamPage is, “To write about controversial topics that schools lack conversation of 
most of the time.” Since her articles are from her own viewpoint that others would not think 
about, they are captivating, so check them out!  Her hobbies include fashion both vintage 
and modern, which is really cool since she wears a bit of both to school and her outfits are 
super cute! She also likes to read, especially biographies.  Write now she is reading “Unbro-
ken” about an Olympic runner named Louis Zamperini who became a prisoner of war.  An-
other one of her pastimes is watching old movies and TV. shows.  She likes Hitchcock films 
(“To Catch a Thief”, “Rear Window”, “North By Northwest”); Cary Grant movies (“The 
Philadelphia Story”, “My Favorite Wife”, “The Awful Truth”); Her favorite TV shows are 
ones like “Leave it to Beaver” and “What’s My Line”. She says that her favorite color is red, 
favorite genre of music is alternative, oldies, and sometimes current music.  Ashlynne is a 
positive person who puts her heart into all she experiences.  She simply enjoys life.

Ashlynne Retzlaff

 
Now for our reporter Brandon! Brandon works really hard out in the field to go get inter-
views for his articles. His favorite thing to do in the Rampage is to do research on controver-
sial articles.  In his free time, he likes to watch Anime, read Manga (Japanese comics), and 
making videos with his brother. In the future of the RamPage, he looks forward to writing 
new articles. Some weird facts about Brandon: he can beatbox, he is introverted yet he can 
get along well with people, he has two middle names which are from his dad’s first and last 
name. His favorite color is maroon, and he doesn’t have any particular favorite genre of 
music. He loves all music if it is good (tells a story, lively beat, meaningful lyrics). Brandon 
enjoys learning about psychology and studying religions. In the end, all he had to say was, 
“Anime is Life!”  

Brandon Mays

 
       Kaylee is one of the feature writers in the RamPage. Her favorite thing to do in Ram-
Page is that she likes to go to school events and take pictures while she is there.  Her 
hobbies make her sound as artistic as she is. In her spare time she likes to sing, play guitar, 
paint, draw, and watch Youtube videos. In the future of RamPage, she said she likes writing 
“articles on things that interest {her} because it might interest other students.” She is really 
excited to write on the music page this issue. Her articles are worth checking out. One weird 
fact about Kaylee is that when she gets nervous, she will talk way off topic and end up em-
barrassing herself. Her favorite color is turquoise, and her favorite genre of music is alterna-
tive rock. One thing she is excited for is this summer, since [her] dad’s friend has a band; 
[she] was offered a gig to be their lead singer! Well, Kaylee, when you become famous, 
don’t forget to remember me! Also could I have your autograph? 

Kaylee Glossen

So We Skrewed Up...
       The writers for the following articles were 
not given in the previous issue.
Teacher Hobbies – Nate Williams and Kaylee 
Glossen 
Student Spotlight: Katelyn Young – Kaylee 
Glossen 
Rams’ Reviews – Big Hero 6 – Emily Scott and 
Tiffany

–The Hunger Games –                      
Maria Silva and Samantha Roth
– 1989 by Taylor Swift – 
Mariah Silva

Meet the Staff – Tiffany Chan
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I Saw That 
by Kirsten Mancillas, Hannah Negash, and Tasneem Osman 

“Well, 
today at lunch, 

I was walking with my 
friend. She owns me. Anyways, I 

made her laugh and she accidentally 
spit her gum out into her hand… It was 
really awkward and we didn’t say any-

thing for like seven whole seconds. Then 
she put the gum back in her mouth, and we 

both died laughing. Literally. She died 
laughing because she choked on the 

gum, and then I died laughing 
because I choked while telling 

you this.”   

I 
saw you cheat 

on the American 
Gov test with your 

not-so-smart friend. Our 
founding fathers fought 
so hard for collabora-

tive failure.I 
saw you 

pick your nose 
and eat it. Did you 
not have enough 

for lunch?

I 
saw you take 

up two parking 
spots. Guess you 

really needed more 
space for your giant 

ego.

I 
saw you put 

your mouth on the 
water faucet. Do you 

not get enough action 
from the vending 

machine?

I 
saw you 

spend 50 cents 
on a bagle for that 

girl. 
#game

New Year, New Me by Jacoby Salcedo


