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Where did Aspire Building 
Upgrades Go? 
By: Abby Pyle, Emmalee Falter, Annalee Bielas, 
Sofia Britton 
 

Dr. Clemens, Superintendent of Public 
Instruction, was generous enough to do an interview 
with our team. We jumped at the opportunity when 
she and other board members visited Aspire. Dr. 
Clemens answers were very similar to the answers 
that Ms. Crawford gave us as featured below: 
Aspire wasn’t included in the original bond that 
passed. However, we are pleased to announce that 
this is now a listed project. As for future plans, 
Aspire will be receiving a remodel for the 
performing arts spaces. In Dr. Clemen’s words, she 
was, “Surprised when I first visited Aspire [ I ] 
didn’t feel that that space was conducive…” Having 
a remodel will allow the performing arts to flourish, 
but in the space we are currently inhabiting. This 
will eliminate the hassle of moving locations, 
provide students with the same outside space we 
have currently, protect students from the dangers of 
the road, and possibly come faster because of the 
lowered costs. As Dr. Clemens said, this is a “win-
win” situation. Thank you Dr. Clemens, your 
kindness is so appreciated! 

We emailed Mrs. Crawford and she gave us 
insight on this pressing matter. The questions we 
asked her and her answers are below: 
What are some of the reasons that Aspire didn’t 
get a new building?  

“When the Bond measure was voted on and 
passed, Aspire was not on the measure and because 
it is the public’s money it is not okay to use that 
money for something the public did not vote on. 
The site of the future AMS was within Olympia 
City Limits and Olympia building requirements 
required many updates to the land that were very 
expensive. The building costs for other projects 
were increasing as were our projected prices for 
Aspire. The cost of building the new Aspire was 
rumored to be around 19 million dollars, while 
doing updates to our current site would be around 5 
million.” 
Are there any future plans for the building 
Aspire was previously going to move to? 
      “Yes!  AMS was added (after the original bond 
vote) to have some updating.  We are waiting our 
turn while the other district projects promised to the 
public first finish up, then we will have our turn.” 
 What are the previous funds for the new 
building being used for now? 
      “Because AMS was not on the original bond 
there actually were no funds for it, They were (I 
believe) hoping to use leftover money from the 
other projects that were voted and approved on.” 
If we were to get a new building when would we 
get it? 
     “It is not currently in the plan for AMS to get a 
new building, but instead to have updates done here 
for our performing arts classes.” 
What is the current plan for Aspire in regards to 
building upgrades? 
      “We have some rough ideas, but will not begin 
to look closely at ideas until we are closer to 
actually doing the updates.” 
What are your feelings towards the building 
situation? 
     “The idea of having a brand new building was 
pretty exciting, however I also worried over the 



location.  I spend time with students outside every 
day during lunch break; watching them walk around 
chatting or playing games of football, soccer or 
basketball - rain or shine.  I think it's extremely 
important for students to have lots of healthy time 
outside. If we had moved, there would not have 
been an outside space for our students to do this.  I 
also worried about the amount of traffic near the 
future location and monitoring the safety of my 
students. Finally, I really do enjoy the current site. 
We have a beautiful campus and with the future 
updates I think it will do a wonderful job of 
completely satisfying Aspire’s needs both 
academically and for our performing arts 
programs.” 
 We interviewed some students at Aspire to 
see what they thought about the upgrades. Maiya 
Alongi said, “The portables are small and smell 
bad.” 
Ahna Rader said, “The small community at Aspire 
brings kids closer and if we get a new building it 
would prevent that. But we would have a lot more 
space for the performing arts.”  

Arya Plascencia stated that, “...the Aspire 
campus could use some upgrades on the portables. 
Sometimes they are very cold and other times they 
can be hot. The portables are not the best place [for] 
our band, orchestra, choir, and musical theatre 
students. They should have a place to practice for 
concerts and showcases.” 
 In conclusion, not much is in Aspire’s 
immediate future, but some much needed upgrades 
will be provided in time. We look forward to seeing 
changes at Aspire! 

For more information or to comment on the 
Aspire upgrades, be sure to attend the NTPS 
Facility Advisory Committee Meeting on February 
28, 2018 at 6:00p.m. at River Ridge.   
  
  

 

1-1 Chromebooks Fab 
or Fail  

By Maiya Alonghi, Kyra Cook, & 
Reagan Oakes 

 
         On February 5th, 2018 Aspire Middle School 
will start using Chromebooks instead of paper to 
pencil. Although sometimes we will be using paper, 
most of the time work will be on the Chromebooks. 
We went to some teachers and students and asked 
them about their opinion of the Chromebooks and if 
this transition will be fab or fail.  

 First, we went to 6th grade student, Isabella 
Orth.  She thought that the Chromebooks would not 
affect the learning of students or teachers.  She also 
thought that 10-20% of all people would have a 
hard time transitioning into the new routine and that 
25% would forget to bring or charge their 
Chromebooks.  

Next, we went to Mrs. Ramsfield. She talked 
about how she was anticipating this new change.  

“I’m looking forward to the things I didn't 
have when I was your age,” she said.  

Lastly, we went to Ms. Schaadt. She thought 
that work will be turned in on on time and not late.  

“I just wish that teachers could get used to 
Canvas and the transition,” Ms. Schaadt explained. 
Ms. Schaadt also thought that people would have a 
hard time keeping files organized.   

In the end, this new change could go either 
way. Stay tuned to see if this event will be fab or 
fail.  

 
 

Middle School Survival Guide  
By Ahna Rader, Cora Hammond, Aidan Pierce, & 

Parker Bird 
 

 
 
Middle school. It can be a difficult time for 
students. Luckily, as 8th graders, we have 
persevered and survived, and lived to share the 



tricks of the trade, with the four most challenging 
aspects of middle school. Good Luck!  
 
Homework  
It's not a popular subject around middle schoolers. It 
requires conjuring motivation out of your usual 
school environment. But what’s important is getting 
it done. So you can stay ahead in your classes, and 
be prepared for your school day.  
 
Here’s some tips so that you can encourage yourself 
to get your schoolwork done: 

• Take breaks to do something you will look 
forward in between doing your work  

• Be creative with your notes 
• Study with friends 
• Make your studying into a game with 

flashcards 
• Listen to your music  

 
These are a few examples, but we all learn in 
different ways. Try to apply something you are 
passionate about. I am passionate about the arts. So 
I organized my math finals notes with small pictures 
of characters and little sushis, with speech bubbles 
attached giving me small notes and hints to 
remember my notes well. It surprisingly helps me 
out a lot. So implement this with your own interests. 
 
Homework can be overwhelming and stressful. The 
key is you just have to remember to do your best, 
put as much of your effort as you can into your 
school work, but otherwise don’t stress about it. As 
important as homework is, don’t worry about it if 
one day you can’t complete it, or if you forget, 
putting it off for one day won’t ruin your life.  
 
Happy Homework!  
 
Friendships  
Friendships. Let's face it, they’re complicated. 
Communication and honesty with your friends is 
always a key detail in a friendship. If you’re in a 
friendship where you feel like they are talking 
behind your back or if you feel like it’s one sided. 
Leave it. If you’re with a friend who talks badly 
about someone or if they don't like one of your 
other friends and are mean to them, encourage them 
not to. If you’re in the middle of a fight between 
two friends, don't interfere. Let them work it out or 
it might turn out worse for you. 
 

 If you're new to the district and don't know 
anybody here, or if you don't have a lot of friends, 
it's always good to make new ones. Making friends 
can come easy to some people but it can also be a 
struggle to others. A good way to make friends are 
joining clubs around the school so you can meet 
people that share the same interests as you. Another 
way to make friends is to just be outgoing! If you’re 
shy or if you keep to yourself, break out of your 
comfort zone! You can also make friends through 
Band, Orchestra, or Choir. Since you’re going to be 
spending a lot of time with them might as well talk 
to them. If you want to be friends with someone but 
they don't feel the same about you, don't feel bad 
about it and move on. :)  
 
Stress  
Everyone gets stressed at some point during school. 
Whether it’s because of grades, homework, or 
relationships with your peers. But there are ways to 
make it easier to be less stressed during school and 
even after. Making a few simple changes can make 
your life almost stress-less.  
 
The first easy step to live a less stressful life it to 
find the source of it. Find out where your stress is 
coming from. You may be stressing out because of 
finals or the CBA’s, and the extra homework piled 
on top of all of that. Or you could be worried about 
talking to a certain person because of an argument 
you recently had. Now that you have that step done, 
what’s the next?  
 
The next important step is to consider what you can 
control. If you’re arguing with someone and it’s 
causing you stress, consider finding a way to end it. 
You need to manage your time better to complete 
all of your homework if you’re stressing about that.  
 
You can conquer your stress by changing your 
mindset about it. Instead of thinking, “Oh my gosh, 
I’m so stressed”, try thinking about ways you can 
resolve it, and try taking a few deep breaths to calm 
yourself down and relax a little.  
 
When you’re sleep deprived, you are more 
vulnerable to stress. It’s really important to get a 
full night’s rest and to eat breakfast in the morning. 
Stress can get to you easily if you aren’t physically 
active. You don’t have to go to the gym everyday 
but taking a walk can be beneficial.  
 



 Drama 
Most of us have had to deal with it and suffer 
through the long, painful dragging of it. But most of 
us haven’t yet figured out how to deal with it.  

Think about a time you and your best friend 
had a fight, and more people were brought into it. 
How did you feel? Trapped? Hurt? Or even 
suffering? Now think about how you handled it. Did 
you keep to yourself, and try to let the drama pass, 
or did you do what most people don’t want to do: 
talk to the person there is drama with? Although it 
seems hard to do, the second option is ALWAYS 
the better way to go. If you need extra help, consult 
an adult that you can trust (Counselor, guardian, or 
even a teacher or close friend!)   

 

Life In the Musical 
 

By Owen Stachowicz 
 

 
Abby: Dancer  Aidan: Minstrel 

 
 
Emily: Lady Larkin    Nick: Wizard 
 

First we will be covering the question: What 
is life like in the musical? 
Abby says, “Pretty fun because I get to dance a lot.” 
Aidan said, “It's very exhilarating to be up on stage 
and see all the eyes staring back at you.” 
Emily said, “Difficult because I have to balance 
everything out.” 

Nick said, ”I have to go to rehearsal, super awkward 
and terrible with two people.”  

In all, the answers were pretty mixed. On 
one hand two people said that it was fun and great. 
But on the other hand some say it's a time crunch. 

Aside from the experience of being able to 
play a role in the musical, the cast interviewed all 
stated that being in the musical, was in fact, a time-
crunch.  
As stated by Abby, “Quit all other hobbies.” While 
she expressed being in the musical as a great hobby 
in itself, she also explained that rehearsal took up 
two hours after school, leaving no time for other 
hobbies.  

Another interviewee, Emily Morse, 
described it being hard to balance all the different 
aspects of her life with also being in the musical. 
 Finally, we asked them how stressful it was. 
Abby told us, “It's not stressful at all.” While Nick 
mainly agrees, Aidan and Emily disagree saying 
that, “If you have a bigger part you have a cracking 
point. It's a stressful but cool experience.” 

In all, to wrap this up, the cast think that this 
is a great learning experience and will most likely 
look back on this and remember it as a good 
experience whether they like it now or not. 
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