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As a community, North Thurston High School is honored to have many 

faculty and community members as veterans who have served in the 

armed forces.  We commend those who have shown bravery in their 

duties and appreciate their selfless attitudes. They will be known in our 

hearts as true American heroes.                                  By Zain Abid 

Honored at our Veteran‟s assembly are Bill Broeker, Rich Horger, Belle Mills, Lori McCracken,  Tony 

Pittelkau, Joe Pallito, Don Hagey, Staff Sergeant Sorenson, and  Wesley Hansen. 
Mr. Pittelkau speaks about his high 
school-to-adult experiences and how 

the military changed his life. 

Above top Mr. Pallito speaks to the student body, 

“Being a patriot is to love one‟s country.  Honor the 

flag and think what it means...the freedoms we share 

are freedoms some countries do not have.” 
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FEATURE 

Facebook 
By: Cindi Pan 

 

 Facebook is one of the most basic networking 

sites there is today. It has many appeals that attract 

many users. The basic use for those that are non-

techspecs and to those that just want to get on without 

the hassle of being bothered by the con-

stant ads on the main page. Facebook is 

one of those networking sites that will 

live on; MySpace however is really clut-

tered with constant ads that really nobody 

cares about!  

 As well as many features, what 

catches most people‟s eyes is the Text 

Message System. If you‟re the kind of 

person that wants to be updated and does-

n‟t have internet but has texting this sys-

tem helps. It‟s totally free and you can 

status update anytime you like with a sin-

gle text message. Not only, that you 

can send mobile upload of pictures to 

your Facebook account. It‟s that sim-

ple! Not only is this an innovative way 

to check Facebook, most other social 

networking sites don‟t have this fea-

ture, for example, MySpace.  

 Facebook as well has a friend 

request feature that is so easy to use! 

Not only that but you don‟t need some-

one‟s email to just send a friend a re-

quest. Instead of having zero friends all 

because you don‟t know their email, 

Facebook‟s easy adding friends system 

allows someone to either add that person or ignore them. 

You can also block someone if needed. 

 Facebook strives to meet all your needs. It‟s one 

of the best social networking sites around. Facebook is 

used all around the world; 70% of Facebook users are 

out of the US. And more than 500 million active mem-

bers daily and is still growing by the day. From the first 

day of Facebook use, it‟s a new Facebook is growing 

and as I imagine will be around for a very long time. 

Facebook Vs. MySpace 

MySpace 
By: Sharon Gingrich 

 

 Unlike its opposer, Facebook, Myspace has 

many more custom options for your home and profile 

pages.  Rather than looking at a boring white back-

ground, you can upload your favorite photos, change the 

color, border, layout, and just about eve-

rything. You can also make a playlist to 

add a little pizzaz of music personality to 

the page. On Facebook however, you can 

only have one song on your profile at a 

time and most people can‟t even figure 

out how to do that! And hey! Want to 

add some emotion to that status? Just put 

on one of those handy-dandy emoticons. 

To add to the profile page customization, 

one can even place polls on their page to 

see what others are thinking. Also, who 

doesn‟t like to see how many people are 

looking at their profile page? Can 

Facebook do that? I don‟t think so. 

Don‟t even get me started on the crazy 

IM smiley faces. They have a pirate 

face!  

 MySpace has been one of the 

leading top Social Networking sites 

way before Facebook came along. 

They were the original network and the 

old will always prevail!  

 Usually bands prefer Myspace 

to Facebook because they can post 

their music on Myspace which isn‟t 

available on Facebook. So ha! 

 It doesn‟t get cooler. For those who like to share 

their thoughts with the world; they have the option of 

keeping up a blog. Almost like a very public diary. Point 

is: Myspace > Facebook. 

  

 

 Disclaimer: I actually like facebook more than 

myspace I just lost a rock paper scissors contest for this. 

Battle of the Social Networks 
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NEWS 
Student Council; Back and 

ready for Ram Action! 
By: Cindi Pan 

 “It starts with a smile in the hall or a simple „Hi‟, 

and we can take North Thurston to the next level.” 

Brooklyn Falter (Freshman Vice President) says. I had 

the pleasure of giving out a Q and A to the student coun-

cil members and their words 

alone revealed to me that every 

single one of those people on 

the student council is a person 

who deserves to be on there.  

 The following is a list 

of all of the student Council 

members: 

 

Freshman: Tyler Briggs 

(President), Brooklyn Kay Fal-

ter (Vice President) and Derek 

Hensley (Treasurer) 

 

Sophomore: Francisco An 

(President), Penina Wilson (Vice President), Zain Abid 

(Treasurer), Kerry Harrison (Secretary)  

 

Junior: Si Cave (President), Catherine Mets (Vice Presi-

dent), Maddie Philips (Secretary), and Erin Eckstein 

(Treasurer) 

 

Senior: Lawyer Tillman (President), Ashley Peterson 

(Vice President), Justice Van Ness (Secretary), Mallory 

Campbell (Treasurer), Forrest Graeber (PR) 

 

 Student Council is back and ready to take their 

rightful title and help the school out as much as possible. 

As the school moves along, the students are anxious to 

get to their jobs. Lawyer Tillman had to say when asked 

how he can improve the school “Be a good role model 

for young student athletes.” Lawyer Tillman definitely 

influences young student athletes. This is coming from 

the guy that made numerous headlines as well as many 

touchdowns. As a role model he will help and set a good 

example of a North Thurston student as well as a Ram 

athlete. Overall the student council is full of the best stu-

dents to take the job.         

A happy member poses for 

the RamPage 

A Look inside Mr. Marshall’s 

Class 
By: Taylor Cook 

 

North Thurston is a wonderful high school with 

great classes with amazing opportunities for every-

body‟s future. Mr. Marshall teaches the Technical 

Drafting, and Architectural Design Drafting. Architec-

tural Design is where you design buildings and houses. 

Technical drafting is a class where you design many 

things. Mr. Marshall teaches the architects and design-

ers of the future.  

I got a chance to ask Mr. Marshall a few ques-

tions about his class, and I enjoyed what he had to say. I 

asked Mr. Marshall what he enjoyed most about his 

class, and he said “It would have to be the students; I 

enjoy getting to know them, and teach them.” He also 

informed me that if you pay attention in his class, you‟ll 

do well.  

I asked him what the hardest part about his class 

is, and he told me “The hardest part is the drawing. You 

have to think upside down and backwards to draw.” 

And, we all want to know if anything funny happens in 

the class.  Well, Mr. Marshall says “Everyday some-

thing funny happens. I sing and dance and do a bunch 

of silly things in the class a lot and the students think 

that‟s funny.” If you‟re interested in being our future 

architects and designers, you should definitely enroll in 

his class.  

  

 Students in Mr. Marshall‟s class. 
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OPINION 

 Every outdoorsman 

knows when it‟s time to get 

out…. the elk bugle and the 

salmon roll in their shallow birth-

place. Fall begins hunting and 

fishing in the rivers, a whole new 

season on a sportsman‟s calendar. 

The leaves are changing, deer are 

getting their grey winter coats, 

and chrome salmon are changing 

to reds, greens, and browns. 

 While some people op-

pose the harvesting of game and 

fish, there is a lot to be said from 

those who support it. Robert K. 

says “I like it because it gets me 

outdoors, and it‟s peaceful.” As 

for me, I get to see a lot more stuff than most teenagers, and experi-

ence the outdoors unlike them as well. “It‟s a great way to show re-

sponsibility. I get to be outdoors, and I do it for fun. I‟m not a trophy 

hunter, I shoot it to eat it,” said Kerri S.   

 When I pull my bow back, it‟s indescribable. Adrenaline 

kicks in, and it‟s just you and the animal. Nothing else matters. Or 

when my fishing pole bends in that familiar arc, I know there‟s a 

fight coming. Although I haven't hunted with a rifle yet, people ask 

me what it‟s like to shoot one. I just say it‟s amazing, and just plain 

fun (even if it‟s at a cardboard box). 

Game Fish 

Deer Salmon 

Elk Trout 

Black Bear Bass 

Coyote Steelhead 

Bobcat Rockfish 

Cougar Walleye 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Washington has a variety of game (harvestable animals) and 

fish. I‟ve seen black bear, a bobcat, elk, mule deer, black tailed deer, 

grouse, and I know the difference between a Coho, Chinook, and 

Chum salmon.  

 Visit these sources for more information: 

Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) 

Check out the hunting and fishing regulations in most stores 

Cabela‟s 

 

 

By Maria Friedrich 

 

 

 

 

 I just recently watched the 

movie musical “Sweeney Todd: the 

Demon Barber of Fleet Street” Di-

rected by Tim Burton, starring Johnny 

Depp and Helena Bonham Carter. It 

tells the story of a barber named Ben-

jamin Barker (Johnny Depp), who re-

turns to London after 15 years' trans-

portation (transportation or penal 

transportation is a form of punishment 

that deported convicted criminals to a 

penal colony) on false charges to find 

that his wife Lucy (Laura Michelle 

Kelly) who drank poison and his 

daughter Joanna (Jayne Wisener) in 

the custody of Judge Turpin, (Alan Rickman) the 

man who sentenced him.  

Mr. Barker takes on the alias of a Mr. 

Fallen on the Leaves and into My Heart 

Sweeney Todd to enact a sinister plan to 

take revenge on the dishonorable judge and 

kill anyone who happens to stop in his shop 

for a shave. The movie starts at a medium 

pace and stays that way until right before 

the end where it speeds up until the conclu-

sion. The songs take up a large amount of 

the time during the movie and create a sur-

prisingly surrealistic effect which gives the 

movie just the right amount of twist to 

make it great. 

  “Sweeney Todd” is rated “R” for violence 

and blood. It is an excellent choice if you 

are looking to watch a movie with plenty of 

twists and has a dark and gory theme with 

great music, to put the metaphorical cherry on the top. 

     

   -Nikki R.  

Sweeney Todd: The Movie Review. 

Rob sporting one of his  

camo hats. 



No Nose Dive for 

Girls’ Swim! 
 

 Big congrats to the girls swim 

and dive teams, with eight girls qualify-

ing for State! All three relays will move 

on, and Devany L. is our qualifier for 

dive.  Congratulations girls and good 

luck! 
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SPORTS 

Volleyball 
 

 This season the 

North Thurston Girls‟ Vol-

leyball team won 5 out of 

12 of their league games. 

At districts on November 

5th the team played a total 

of 6 games, three games 

against R.A. Long High 

School, and three games 

against N. Woodland High 

School. The team lost all 

three games against both 

teams. 

Diver Devany L 

Photo By 
Drey P. 

Girls state runners and Coach Perry. 

Cross Country 
 

 In a three-way tie with Tumwater and Black Hills, the North 

Thurston Girls‟ Cross Country team placed third at Leagues on 

Wednesday, October 20th. The boys‟ team was third in league and at 

the race they maintained their position. Freshman Hallie W. placed 1st 

in league as well as freshman Avery M., who placed 9th for girls‟. On 

the boys‟ team junior Josh M. placed 4th in league.  

For the first time in North Thurston history, the entire Girls‟ 

Cross Country team qualified for state by placing third at Districts on 

Saturday, October 30th.  On November 6th, in 

Pasco, Washington, 145 runners ran in the 

2A state race. The team included Hallie W. 

who placed 28th; Avery M., Ashley G., 

Kenzie N., Katie G., Julia L., and Alexis S. 

Out of the boys‟ team only one runner made 

it to state this year, Junior Josh M, who 

placed 95th.                       By Katie Gibbons 
 

Josh M 

(above) 

running 

at State. 

 

Everything has an end, the same goes for the Ram‟s great 

season. A lot of unforgettable memories will be left on the field as the 

seniors put away their pads and names like Lawyer T. and Nick H. 

pass the torch to next year‟s starters. These guys gave blood, sweat, 

and tears to provide us with a team that is city champions, defeating 

Timberline and River Ridge. Many underestimated the Rams this 

year, but they showed that they weren‟t going down without a fight. 

 As the season ends, the student body goes to a new routine 

on Fridays feeling as though no activity can bring the school together 

again. Remember everyone, there are other sports besides football to 

watch. Basketball, swim, bowling, baseball, soccer, all sports that we 

have to watch. The excitement from football was projected by the fans 

and the support has helped the football team have a great season. 

 We had our 

highs and our lows, 

the suspense and 

heartbreak. From the 

fall of T-line to the 

explosive win against 

Ridge, where the stu-

dent body wore red. 

Lawyer‟s touchdown 

By: Dontis Lee Sweetest Goodbyes 
runs to Nick‟s sacks. The throws across the field that made our 

hearts stop and the amazing catch on the other side that made the 

crowd roar. The linemen that stared into the souls of their enemies 

and held them off from their quarterback.  

Thousands of memories, hundreds of fans, but we are one 

school. This team has brought us together under one banner. Now 

all we have is to look at the headlines from the past and look to the 

future. The season may be over but the stage has been set, the pros-

pects have been chosen, and the Rams, legacy has just begun… 
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MUSIC 

“Somebody told me you had a boyfriend 
who looked like a girlfriend. Cause I’m Mr. Bright-

side.”  
On the back of a hurricane that started turn-

ing when you were young. Most of you are proba-
bly familiar with these unforgettable lyrics by the 

well known band The Killers. Who on this planet 

doesn’t know about them?! If you haven’t listened 
to them, you probably live under a rock! What on 

earth possessed you to pick such a ridiculous place 
to reside?!  Never mind. That’s your business. Just 

read this article. 

 The Killers is an alternative rock band from 

Las Vegas, Nevada. The band was formed by Bran-

don Flowers and Dave Keuning and consists of Flow-

ers (keyboard and lead vocals), Keuning (guitar and 

backing vocals), Mark Stoermer (bass guitar and back-

ing vocals), and Ronnie Vannucci Jr. (drums and per-

cussion). The Killers began in 2001 when Flowers, af-

ter his recent and abrupt booting from his previous 

band Blush Response, discovered an ad in the newspa-

per from Keuning requesting an alliance of musical 

proportions. Their union was later joined by Mark and 

Ronnie, who were already friends. Since this epic for-

mation, the band has made 5 albums and their next al-

The Killers 
Musical Minds By Rugen Lawler 

bum is said to be coming out sometime in 2012. 

 The Killers‟ music has a somewhat new twist on 

old music styles. They take a lot of their influence from 

the 80‟s music styles. While they mostly stick to alterna-

tive rock, the band has been known to incorporate indie 

rock and on occasion synthpop. The Killers have a per-

fect balance in their music. None of the instruments nor 

the vocals overpower the others and together create mu-

sical stability.  

 Their music has been noticed by many people 

and have won multiple awards. The Killers have won 

four NME Awards in 2008 and 2009 and Best Video for 

the song "Bones" in 2006. If that wasn‟t enough, they 

also received  two awards in the first NME Awards 

USA in 2008 for Best Band and Best Track for their 

song "Tranquilize." The Killers have also been nomi-

nated for seven Grammy Awards, but still have that por-

tion of glory unavailable to them. In 2006 the band won 

the BRIT Award for Best International Band and the 

album “Sam‟s Town” won the award for Best Interna-

tional Album. 

 Wow. This band is pretty flippin‟ amazing huh? 

You probably already knew that though. If you didn‟t, 

please go on YouTube or iTunes or something so you 

can hear them. That is assuming you have Wi-Fi under 

your rock. If not, perhaps a music store is in reasonable 

of a bad relationship, and the ex-boyfriend is pulling her 

down; that‟s how she came up with the name “Going 

Under.”  

 This fantastic singer‟s voice is radiant and beau-

tiful, and the world needs her to keep the inspiration 

flowing.  

 
By Sidonie Clark 

 Amy Lynn Lee was born on December 13th in 

1981 in Riverside California. She is the lead singer of 

the band Evanescence, which just recently got new 

band members (not including her).  

 Amy has won awards for best new artist and 

best hard rock performance for Evanescence‟s song 

“Bring Me to Life” at the 2004 Grammy awards. This 

woman has spent nine years studying classical piano 

and now she plays piano professionally, along with 

her songs that she sings.  

 When Amy was in high school, she was presi-

dent of the choir council. Amy Lee has a beautiful 

voice and inspires people of all ages all over the 

world. Her lyrics are deep and meaningful. One of her 

songs “Going Under,” she sings lyrics of coming out 

Amy Lee: An Inspiring Singing Sensation 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NME_Awards
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grammy_Award
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BRIT_Award


Page 7 

Creative Corner 
Flight 

by Sabrina James 

 

And the suitor 

he would utter a sound of fear 

And the suitor 

he would say as he drew her near: 

 

"Fairest, fairest, I would catch you. 

Fairest, fairest, I would save you." 

 

In reply she would whisper "nay" 

and send the suitor far away 

 

Dawn after dawn, 

unsatisfied, 

the poor fair girl, 

inside she died. 

 

Then one bright morn, 

a suitor came 

who smiled to her 

and spoke her name. 

 

The sound of it 

made her sigh 

and lit a spark 

in her eye. 

 

She said: 

"You bring me joy! 

Oh, what say you: 

if I should jump, 

what would you do?" 

 

And he: 

"Dearest, dearest 

you make my heart fly; 

if you should jump, 

then so too shall I." 

 

And she: 

"In your reply 

I delight 

for you, dear sir, 

have answered right." 

 

And he: 

"Dearest, dearest, 

oh would you fain 

call me yours and 

'low me the same?" 

 

And she: 

"Great joy to me 

would it bring 

to be the one 

with your ring." 

 
I can see right into you 

past your indifferent mask 

navigate the waters of your confusion 

all the way to the brilliance within 

 

I can tell 

you have nearly reached the point 

where the extent of all our love 

will do nothing to save your soul 

 

Something beckoned you 

from the turmolted depths 

you let yourself be led away 

such an idiotic stallion, acting like a sheep 

 

I know you‟ve mingled with the dark one 

he has you in his snare 

your cries for help reach me 

even if unintended 

 

Because part of you wills it 

wishes to sink and forget 

that you ever know of a something 

called the “truth.” 

 

The truth if that currents are sweeping you away 

they are malignant, you moron 

You are not a strong swimmer 

So why did you dive in? 

 

Or did you just dip your toes 

a bit further each time 

unaware of his sneaking grasp 

on your lovely soul? 

 

 

 

Let me help you. 

let me pull you from the darkness 

but I cannot do it alone –  

you must choose 

 

Will you flounder forever, 

or will you kick harder 

till you reach my outstretched hand 

and be brought back to the light 

 

Your choice. Don‟t delay, you foolish boy. 

 

Swim Back to the Light 
Anonymous 

There was a girl 

like a summer day fair 

who found her love 

on the cliff o'er there. 

The man she chose 

not by his might, 

but by his choice 

to join her flight. 

 

There was a girl 

like a summer day fair; 

men, they would flock 

to see the beauty rare, 

meet her azure eye, 

and crave her russet hair, 

and try to woo 

the fairest of the fair 

 

Every suitor 

would she deny 

unless to this 

he would comply: 

 

"Dear sir, 

climb with me 

that cliff 

o'er the sea; 

 

if my request 

you will mind 

then together 

we shall find 

 

if I am for you 

and you are for me. 

Tomorrow, sir, 

o'er the sea." 

 

By dawn's soft light 

would they meet 

and with a question 

would she greet: 

 

"Suitor, suitor 

oh what say you: 

if I should jump 

what would you do?" 

 

And as she spoke 

the beauty fair 

set heels on turf 

and toes on air. 
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Creative Corner (continued)  

Student “Paint” drawing by Sarah H. 

The RamPage wishes to thank our sponsors!  Please  let Budd 

Bay Apparel and Christine‟s Hair Salon know you saw their ad in 

our paper.  Call us to advertise your business, too! 

Pencil drawing by Maria F. 

Tuesday 


