
 

Independent Reading Homework Assignment:    Motivation 
 

 

Motivation refers to the reasons people act as they do. Characters in books have 

reasons, or motives, for their behavior. An author may reveal a character’s 

motives or let you figure them out for yourself.  
 

Motivation Assignment:  After reading for 20 minutes today, write a short paragraph that tells the 

name of one important character, describes that character’s action, and explains the motive(s) that 

influenced the action in the section your read today. Follow the directions below to ensure that you 

earn the full 10 points on this assignment.   

 

Note: Please select only one character and one action for this assignment. As always, the majority of 

your homework time should be spent reading. Your final product is a short paragraph—probably 

fewer than 8 sentences. Please check spelling, punctuation, and capitalization before turning in. 

 
 

Model:        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Non-fiction readers:  Regardless of your non-fiction topic, you should be able to discuss the 

motivation of the people in the book. For instance, if you are reading a book about sports, the team 

might be motivated by a desire to win, a desire to please their coach, or by fame. Be creative and do 

your best to discuss motivation in your response. Don’t forget to use the checklist. 
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Popo, an important character in 
Popocatepetl and Ixtlaccihuatl, by Juliet 
Piggott, is motivated by love. When Popo 
returns from battle and discovers that 
Ixtla, his true love, has died of a broken 
heart, he buries her body atop a pyramid of 
rocks. Then he built a nearby pyramid and 
stood on it forever more to guard the grave 
of his beloved Ixtla. He sacrificed power 
and his life itself out of his great love. 

Today I started reading on page 598 
and ended on page 605.   

Scoring Checklist: 
 

 Heading/Conventions (1 pt) 

 

 

 

 

 Topic Sentence “Name of 

character in…”(1 pt) 

 Title (spelled, capitalized, & 

underlined correctly) (1 pt) 

 Author (capitalized 

correctly) (1 pt) 

 “is motivated by…” (1 pt) 

 Suggest a motivation (1 pt) 
Ex: greed, jealousy, peer pressure, 
compassion, love, selfishness, attention, 

praise, freedom, patriotism, belonging, 

anger, guilt, etc.  
 

 Summarize situation (1 pt)  

 Describe the character’s 

actions (1 pt) 

 Explain the character’s 

motivation, or reasons, for 

doing what he or she did (1 pt) 

 

 Pages read today (1 pt) 

 


